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Closure ‘not on agenda’ as residents to be consulted 

WAIK-IN CENTRES: 
REVIEW ON FUTURE 


Report by David Cosgrove 


HEALTH bosses in Sandwell 
are preparing to launch a 
consultation on the future of 
walk-in centres. 

Residents will be asked for their 
views about the two centres as chiefs 
look at the future of healthcare in the 
borough. 

An exact start date for the consultation has 
not yet been announced but Sandwell’s Clini¬ 
cal Commissioning Group is to discuss it at an 
upcoming meeting. Bosses have said they have 
‘not taken a decision to scrap’ the centres but 
are simply consulting on their future. 

Councillor Bob Lloyd, who sits on Sandwell’s 
health scrutiny board, said a frank discussion 
of the walk-in centres was ‘a legitimate conver¬ 
sation to have’. 

He said: “Generally speaking this is about 
encouraging people to have a say in the fu¬ 
ture. That’s an important part of it - people 
who have used these services saying what they 
think of the centres. 

Changes 

“Once we’ve got the consultation responses 
the CCG has said they will come back with 
an idea of what they’re going to do. It’s about 
having the best model for what they do and I 
think it’s a legitimate conversation to have. But 
if any changes do end up being made then we 
need to make sure those things are embedded 
in the system.” 

The centres are in Parsonage Street, West 
Bromwich, and Heath Street, Birmingham 
near City Hospital. 

Dr Manir Aslam, clinical lead for urgent care 
at Sandwell and West Birmingham CCG said: 
“The CCG is doing further work on its plans 
for improving access to primary and urgent 
care services, including the future of the area’s 
walk-in centres. 

“It is important that we ensure that we have 
developed fully all of the options we will be ask¬ 
ing the public to consider. The governing body 
will be receiving an update at its March meet¬ 
ing including an indication of likely timescales 
for the next steps ahead of consultation.” 

A report to Sandwell CCG’s latest board 
meeting says: “SWB CCG is going out to con¬ 
sult on the future of ‘walk in’ centres. We have 
not taken a decision to scrap ‘walk in’ centres 
but we are going to consult on the options.” 


MOTTY’S ON TARGET FOR FINE FAREWELL AT BAGGIES 



Retiring BBC commentator John Motson, centre, is presented with a signed Tony ‘Bomber’ Brown shirt by Richard Garlick 
Director of Football Admin of West Bromwich Albion and the former Baggies player and club legend 


ONE OF the legends of football, commenta¬ 
tor John Motson was at The Hawthorns for 
the last time on Saturday, in an official capac¬ 
ity, as the 72-year-old will be retiring at the 
end of the season. 

He will be hanging up his famous sheepskin 
coat and putting down his microphone after 
half a century watching from the sidelines, 
with some of the most memorable commen¬ 
tary ever laid to video tape. 

The journalist, who has become synony¬ 
mous with phrases such as ‘a feast of foot¬ 


ball’, and ‘the unexpected is always likely to 
happen’, who is famous for his work on Match 
of the Day, is currently taking part in what 
the BBC are calling a farewell tour as he bids 
to work at every Premier League ground for 
one last time. 

And on Saturday he commentated at the 
The Hawthorns for the final time as Albion 
slipped to defeat, and now looking destined 
for almost certain relegation, against Hud¬ 
dersfield. 

To mark the occasion, Motson was pre¬ 


sented with a framed Baggies shirt signed 
by club legend, record West Browm appear¬ 
ance maker and star striker Tony “Bomber” 
Brown. 

It read: “To Motty, best wishes from every¬ 
one at WBA.” 

The forward, with 218 goals for the Bag¬ 
gies, presented it to the commentator along 
with Richard Garlick, the club’s director of 
football administration. 

Motson will officially bid farewell following 
this year’s FA Cup final in May. 


HEALTH 

3,000 waiting over 
four hours in A&E 

MORE than 3,000 patients waited over four 
hours to be seem at A&E in Sandwell last 
month, health bosses have revealed. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS 
Trust’s Accident & Emergency perfor¬ 
mance was just 82.52 per cent in January 
with 3,249 breaches of the four-hour tar¬ 
get time. That means nearly one in four 
patients were kept waiting more than four 
hours. 

Chiefs admitted that ‘February continues 
to under-perform’. 

The national NHS target is for 95 per 
cent of emergency department patients to 
be seen within four hours. 

Councillor Bob Lloyd, who sits on 
Sandwell Council’s health scrutiny board, 
said the trust’s A&E struggle mirrored a na¬ 
tional problem. 

He explained: “It isn’t just Sandwell or 
the trust here having problems - it is win¬ 
ter pressures and a national issue every¬ 
where. 

“We know there are problems in winter 
every year but this comes down to un¬ 
der-investment nationally. Everything else 
is a knock-on from that. We need more 
investment.” 

TRADE 

Wilko closing its 
High Street store 

A HIGH Street store in West Bromwich is 
closing due to falling sales. Wilko will shut 
its doors on March 24. 

A company spokesman said the deci¬ 
sion has been taken with regret and fol¬ 
lows a rigorous review. 

The spokesman said: “This was a very 
tough decision. We’ve loved serving our 
customers in West Bromwich but continu¬ 
ing poor trading results in spite of the best 
efforts of everyone at the store means that 
a decision has been made to close the 
store. 

“We’ll be doing everything we can to 
support our team members and we will 
look to transfer them to any available po¬ 
sitions at other stores in the surrounding 
areas.” 
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Cabbie using Costa cup as petrol cap 



Diesel leaked through cup lid 


A TAXI driver who used the lid of a 
Costa coffee cup as a fuel cap has had 
his Hackney Carriage licence sus¬ 
pended for 24 weeks. 

Diesel was seeping through the 
makeshift cover - a danger to road 
users and motorcyclists in particular. 

The vehicle was stopped in Jan¬ 
uary as part of safety checks by 
Sandwell Council’s taxi licensing 
team, West Midlands Police and the 
DVSA (Driver and Vehicle Standards 
Agency). 

Shocked DVSA inspectors found 
several other problems with the vehi¬ 


cle, including the tyres being close to 
the legal limit, the airbag light being 
on and a headlight not working. The 
taxi was immediately taken off the 
road. 

The DVSA inspector who carried 
out the checks explained: “The clear 
conscious decision to fit a Costa cof¬ 
fee cup lid to the fuel filler neck was 
inexcusable.” 

He added that he was “shocked at 
the level of non-compliance and the 
blatant disregard to road safety.” 

Sandwell Council’s taxi licensing 
committee suspended the driver’s 


Hackney Carriage licence for 24 
weeks. 

The driver, who cannot be named, 
can appeal the suspension at Magis¬ 
trates Court. 

Meanwhile, Sandwell Council’s 
cabinet member for public health 
and protection Councillor Elaine 
Costigan said: “This was a really se¬ 
rious and potentially very dangerous 
thing to do. 

“Generally we see very good stand¬ 
ards of vehicle maintenance when we 
make these checks - it’s rare to see 
something quite this irresponsible.” 


Hospital could now 
launch 'after 2020' 



Health bosses have been holding crisis talks to try and get work back under way on the new hospital 


A £350 MILLION hospital 
which was due to open later 
this year could now launch 
‘beyond 2020’ following the 
collapse of Carillion, health 
chiefs have admitted. 

Work has ground to a halt on 
the Midland Metropolitan Hospi¬ 
tal in Smethwick, which is due to 
become Sandwell’s main health 
unit, since the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton-based building giant went 
bust, leaving its future up in the 
air. 

Bosses at Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS Trust have 
been holding crisis talks to try and get 
work back under way on the facility. 

It remains their aim to have the 
hospital open during 2019-20 but of¬ 
ficials have conceded it could be after 
2020 before the hospital finally wel¬ 
comes patients. 

Crisis 

The Midland Met, which is around 
two-thirds built, was originally due to 
open in autumn 2018. 

It had already hit a series of de¬ 
lays before the collapse of Carillion 
plunged the project into crisis. 

Answers on construction timescales 
are particularly pressing as there 
are concerns that continuing to run 
Sandwell General and City Hospital 
with current staffing levels is ‘unsus¬ 
tainable’ in the long term. 

Toby Lewis, chief executive of the 
Sandwell and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust, said: “The trust 
continues to discuss with government 
and private funders the best way for¬ 
ward to complete our two-thirds built 
hospital, which was due to open in 
2018. 

“The original Midland Met business 
case approved in 2014 - and the stra¬ 
tegic case consulted upon with local 


residents in 2007 - made it clear that 
stretching acute and emergency ser¬ 
vices across two sites was unsustain¬ 
able, and that would get worse with 
time. 

“More than a decade later, the 
costs of temporary staffing are 
wasteful, and teams are rarely fully 
staffed. 

“The start of construction in 2016 
has helped us considerably to recruit 
both nurses and doctors. 

“However, the risk of a delay in 
opening into 2020 - or even under 


some options beyond that - will un¬ 
dermine that work and recreate the 
risks that the new hospital is the 
solution to. 

“Quality of care must be the par¬ 
amount consideration in our plans. 

“Time and delay is the single key 
consideration in addressing the is¬ 
sues identified by the trust, partners, 
and by the CQC in 2014 and 2017. 

“The new hospital is not a nice-to- 
have upgrade, it is an essential step 
to safety and one we need in 2019-20. 

“We continue to receive strong 


support from across Whitehall to 
make sure that we can open the 
hospital in the fastest possible time, 
given the pressing needs of our pa¬ 
tients and staff. 

“We recognise that there remains 
public, patient and taxpayer interest 
in the pace of resolution, and we are 
looking to reach conclusions over the 
coming few weeks. 

“It is too early to confirm whether 
that can be achieved via the present 
partnership structure, but that re¬ 
mains our hope.” 


McDonald's 
franchisee 
adds more 
restaurants 

AN ambitious McDonald’s franchisee 
has snapped up two restaurants in Wal¬ 
sall for a new wave of expansion after 
completing a £10 million investment 
programme across the West Midlands. 

The two additional sites will see 
Wright Restaurants expand to 17 res¬ 
taurants. It has just launched a newly 
refurbished McDonald’s outlet in Soli¬ 
hull which is one of five opened in the 
last three months. 

McDonald’s restaurant franchisee 
Douglas Wright has re-opened the So¬ 
lihull outlet after funding support from 
Royal Bank of Scotland enabled signifi¬ 
cant refurbishment with a complete refit 
and refresh of the previous outlet. 

This comes on the back of a period of 
significant growth for Wright Restau¬ 
rants which also recently acquired two 
McDonald’s restaurants in Walsall lo¬ 
cated in Rushall and Reedswood which 
have also been funded by the bank. 

Mr Wright set up his first outlet in Li¬ 
chfield in May 2003 and today operates 
17 sites. He was also successful at the 
Sutton Coldfield and Lichfield & Tam- 
worth Chambers’ New Year Business 
Dinner and Awards in January where 
Wright Restaurants was awarded Busi¬ 
ness of the Year. 

He also won the Sutton Coldfield 
Chamber President’s Award in recogni¬ 
tion of his work in the community. 

Kylie lined up to 
play at Genting 

POP superstar Kylie Minogue will play 
Birmingham later this year. 

The singer, songwriter, actress and 
author kicked off her amazing career 
with rolse on soap operas in Australia 
from the age of 11. 

Kylie, aged 49, was cast in the soap 
opera Neighbours in 1986 as Charlene 
Mitchell. 

The Melbourne star’s debut single Lo¬ 
comotion was released in 1987. 

Songs she is best known for today in¬ 
clude Spinning Around, All The Lovers, 
I Should Be So Lucky, On A Night Like 
This, In Your Eyes, and Can’t Get You 
Out Of My Head. 

Kylie will play the Genting Arena on 
Friday, September 21. 

Tickets to the show will go on sale to¬ 
morrow (Friday). 

Thousands petition 
over factory plan 

A PETITION against a railway sleeper 
factory planned by Network Rail for 
Bescot Railway sidings in Friar Park, 
Wednesbury, has reached almost 4,000 
signatures. It is to be handed in to 
Sandwell council. 
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MUTO 

SOLUTIONS 

MOT & SERVICE CENTRE 

Tel: 0121 439 9097 
Mob: 07742 192189 
autosolutionsuk@gmail.com * 


102 Horseley Heath 
Tipton, DY4 7AH 


Full Service 

from £99 


i MOTS 
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Doors & Windows Ltd 
■^j|QJ902 842706 / 07759 536818 
f Wwww. candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
*(Emjail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 


Q 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold French 
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From £999 From £649 
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Only way is 
Essex for V 
Festival as 
estate is out 

BLACK Country music fans have 
been dealt a bitter blow as the usual V 
Festival at Weston Park is not taking 
place this year. 

Organiser Roseclaim is instead 
holding RiZE Festival solely at Hy¬ 
lands Park in Chelmsford, Essex, al¬ 
though it is hoped to bring a future 
project will take place on the Staf¬ 
fordshire/Shropshire border estate 
next year. 

V Festival had been held at Weston 
Park since 1999. Bosses at Weston 
Park Foundation said the move would 
financially impact the charity and 
local area. 

Other events are also being planned 
by the park for this year. 

They include a summer event called 
Enchanted Glen. It is a trail for visi¬ 
tors using computer technology. 

Colin Sweeney, chief executive of 
the Weston Park Foundation said: 
“We have been enormously proud to 
have been home to the former V Fes¬ 
tival over the last 19 years. The sig¬ 
nificant contribution that hosting the 
event has made to the charitable ob¬ 
jectives of the Weston Park Founda¬ 
tion and the wider regional economy 
cannot be underestimated. 

“We are very excited about working 
with Roseclaim on a future project 
here on the estate in 2019.” 

Last year’s V Festival saw the likes 
of Pink, Jay Z, Rudimental and Craig 
David perform. 

Talk will be on 
Real Dad's Army 

THE last of this season’s West Brom¬ 
wich Institute talks on Tuesday fea¬ 
tures Ray Sturdy, who will be reveal¬ 
ing the Real Dad’s Amy. 

Officially known as the Home 
Guard, who could have been our last 
line of defence had Hitler invaded 
Britain, they are best remembered 
these days as those volunteers from 
BBC TV’s Dad’s Army. 

Ray will show his audience just how 
accurate that portrayal of the Walm- 
ington-on-Sea platoon was, focusing 
on the real-life Captain Mainwarings, 
Corporal Joneses and Sergeant Wil¬ 
sons. The meeting will start at 7.30 in 
the West Bromwich Central Library, 
and entrance is by the back door. 

Admission is £3. For details visit 
https ://wbiltd. wordpress. com 


Band’s conceits 

LANGLEY Band will appear at Old¬ 
bury Rep’s Barlow Theatre in Lang¬ 
ley, on March 16 at 8pm and March 17 
at 7.30pm. Tickets are £9 for adults 
and £6 under-16s for both shows. Call 
01384 918547 or 01384 238407. 


Lorry-jackers stole £500k of metal 


A GANG of thieves escaped with almost £500,000 
worth of metal after targeting 11 lorries in as many 
months, a judge heard at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court. Valuable loads of aluminium, sheet metal 
and copper piping were taken between November 
2016 and last October. 

Foreign drivers were lured from their vehicle 
while waiting for delivery yards to open, allowing 
the gang to drive off with the truck and its cargo, 
said Mr Graham Russell, prosecuting. 

The gang used a listening device and deployed 
a tracker blocker to stop the movements of stolen 
lorries being monitored while escaping with a total 
haul worth £470,000. The trucks were driven a 


short distance before the tractor unit was swapped 
for a cab on false plates. On August 17, one lorry 
with £55,000 worth of copper was taken. 

Five days later a driver with copper valued at 
£89,000 was parked in Ocean Drive, Wednesbury 
when woken by 35-year-old Craig Mills. The bogus 
worker went to the rear of the lorry before calling 
the driver out of his cab where his place was quickly 
taken by somebody else. The car was eventually 
stopped with a stinger, with Mills and Anthony Ken¬ 
nedy, aged 34, arrested. The trailer and load were 
never recovered. A £220,000 batch of tyres was sto¬ 
len from Central Avenue, Cradley Heath on Septem¬ 
ber 19 and on October 30 a lorry carrying £60,000 


metal was taken from a Bilston company. A tip led 
to 44-year-old Thomas Arnold discovered driving. 

The three defendants were not accused of in¬ 
volvement in any of the other thefts but Kennedy, 
from Davis Avenue, Tipton, and on licence after 
being freed early from a robbery sentence, admitted 
knowing of the widespread conspiracy, it was said. 
Kennedy and Mills, of Galbraith Close, Coseley, 
both admitted conspiracy to steal. The former was 
jailed for two years eight months while the latter, in 
poor health, received a 12 month term suspended 
for two years. Arnold from Neptune Street, Tipton 
admitted taking a vehicle without permission and 
got 20 weeks behind bars suspended for two years. 


Crime-hit cemeteries 
to be fitted with CCTV 


CCTV cameras will be installed at 
Sandwell cemeteries after mourn¬ 
ers were targeted by thieves. 

The move comes after reports of bags 
being snatched from people visiting to 
tend graves at Fallings Heath Cemetery 
in Wednesbury. 

Bereaved families raised concerns with 
Sandwell Council and called on bosses to 
improve security. The scheme is set to cost 
£40,000 and will see cameras installed at Fall¬ 
ings Heath, Heath Lane Cemetery in West 
Bromwich, Tipton Cemetery in Tipton and 
Oldbury Cemetery in Smethwick. 

Deputy council leader Syeda Khatun said: 
“This is another example of the council listen¬ 
ing to its residents and responding. 

“The council recognises the importance 
families place on a service such as the bereave¬ 
ment service and as such supports ongoing in¬ 
vestment in what can already be described as 
excellent facilities.” 

Police 

Some remembrance sites in the borough al¬ 
ready have CCTV. Councillor Peter Hughes, 
who chairs the local authority’s scrutiny board, 
revealed that two incidents of bag snatching 
had taken place at Fallings Heath Cemetery. 

He said police ‘caught the person and are 
going through the process’. 

The site, on Beebee Road, will be the first 
to have CCTV installed. Councillor Hughes 
added: “As local ward councillors we welcome 
this move. We are over the moon that Fallings 
Park will be first before all the others. It was 
that cemetery that brought the concerns to our 
attention in the first place. 

“The scheme will address some real concerns 
we had in relation to security.” 

A council spokesman said work to install 
CCTV will start at Falling Heath Cemetery ‘in 
the next few months’. 

Mark Satchwell, registration services 
manager at the local authority, said: “In 
response to a number of requests from 
bereaved families the council will be commenc¬ 
ing a roll-out of CCTV across its cemeteries. 
Recent investment in its crematoria has seen 
the introduction of CCTV at those sites.” 


Backing puts sisters on right track 



Sisters Iris Oliarnyk, left, holding the shot, and right, long jumper Josie Oliarnyk, with Councillor Paul Moore 


TWO Sandwell sisters are making 
huge strides in their bid to become 
top international athletes - after 
being backed by the borough’s 
Gifted and Talented scheme. 

The sisters Josie and Iris Ol¬ 
iarnyk have been backed by the 
Sandwell Council programme and 
have made huge improvements to 
get to national and international 
standards. 

Josie, aged 15, is currently sec¬ 
ond in the UK for her age group at 
long jump and recently competed 
for England in Bratislava. She 
competed in the British Champi¬ 


onship in Birmingham against the 
likes of Olympic athletes Katarina 
Johnson-Thompson. 

Iris, 14, is Midland Champion 
for the shot and ranked second in 
the UK for triple jump. She took 
part in the Midland Champion¬ 
ships recently where she achieved 
two personal bests, in the shot 
and the triple jump. 

And there was more success last 
weekend at the England Athletics 
Age Group nationals in Sheffield. 
Josie came fourth overall with an 
amazing long jump of 6.02 metres, 
achieving a new personal best, 


with Iris coming second in the 
triple jump, also achieving a per¬ 
sonal best of 11.99 metres making 
her second in the UK. 

They have been supported by 
the Gifted and Talented scheme 
and cabinet member Council¬ 
lor Paul Moore said: “It is very 
pleasing to hear that these very 
talented sisters are making such a 
mark in their chosen events. 

“It is also very satisfying to hear 
that the sisters’ parents have said 
that without the support of the 
Sandwell programme the girls 
may not have been able to achieve 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Machete seized 
in town centre 

A 14-INCH machete was discovered 
in Walsall town centre as part of a po¬ 
lice crackdown on knife crime. 

It was seized along with a friction 
lock baton and various arrests were 
made by West Midlands police as a re¬ 
sult on Friday when there were stop 
and search powers in place along with 
a dispersal order. 

The crackdown comes as there have 
been four fatal stabbings in the last 
12 months including eight-year-old 
Mylee Billingham in Brownhills and 
19-year-old Rezwan Ali at a house 
party in Willenhall in January alone. 

Police seized 39 knives during the 
week-long operation Sceptre. 

Sponsorship deal 
for cycle festival 

A STAFFORDSHIRE cycling festival 
has been given a sponsorship boost. 

Cycle lube manufacturer FUCHS 
Silkolene is the official sponsor for 
Ride Staffs, which holds four major 
sportive events around the county in 
the months of March, April, July and 
September. 

It kicks off with the 41 and 30-mile 
Primavera at Sugnall Walled Gar¬ 
den on March 4 which is followed by 
Spring Forward in Uttoxeter on April 
8. The Staffordshire Cycling Festival 
is in Stafford on July 22. Go to ride- 
staffs, co.uk for more information. 

Babysitting app 
launch in Brum 

A BABYSITTING service app has 
launched across the Birmingham 
area, bubble helps parents find a rec¬ 
ommended sitter in their area. 

In London more than 30,000 par¬ 
ents and sitters currently using the 
app, which uses social and commu¬ 
nity data to connect parents to the 
local babysitters that their friends 
use, with reviews left by other mums 
and dads. 

Every sitter on bubble is also 
cleared through an online identity and 
background check before their profile 
goes live. 

Steve Gibbons Band 
coming back for gig 

BRUMMIE rocker Steve Gibbons will 
perform a gig in Bilston next year. 

With a music career spanning more 
than 50 years, the 76-year-old made 
a name for himself around the Mid¬ 
lands, setting up The Steve Gibbons 
Band, working the pub and club cir¬ 
cuits until 1975, when The Who’s for¬ 
mer manager, Peter Meaden, spotted 
them. The band are at the Robin 2 on 
March 14, 2019. Tickets to the show 
cost £13.50 or £15 on the door. 


G.D. MEMORIALS 

We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 

Celebrating 

25 years of service 

& Kerb Sets 


£799 for 2’ 6” 3” 

Ogee Shape Design 


Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• All Gold Letters 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 

n\ 

f* .r ^ | 

FACTORY SHOWROOM 4 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 

07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


O Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
(0 Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


The Home Improvement Specialist 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Sabbath rocker to 
host charity lunch 

BLACK Sabbath legend Tony Iommi 
is hosting an exclusive lunch to raise 
money for a new hospital cancer cen¬ 
tre. 

The event will take place on April 
20 where the rock guitarist will share 
stories from his life and career, tour¬ 
ing the world with one of the biggest 
bands of all time. He will be raising 
funds for the Solihull Hospital and 
Heartlands Hospital charities for a 
new cancer centre at Solihull Hospi¬ 
tal. The lunch will be held at the Opus 
restaurant in Birmingham. 

Tickets are £100 each or £950 for a 
table of 10. Tables can be booked by 
calling 0121 371 4852. 

Maternity quiz 
to boost care 

HEALTH bosses have said women 
who gave birth at a hospital during 
either January or February could re¬ 
ceive a survey asking about their care. 

Mothers who gave birth at Russells 
Hall Hospital could be surveyed in 
April about care they received. 

The National Maternity Survey, 
which is being run by the Care Qual¬ 
ity Commission, will ask women about 
their experiences of antenatal care, 
childbirth and postnatal care. 

The results will provide the the 
Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust 
with feedback to help improve quality 
of care and the experience of women 
using maternity services. 

Nature reserve 
volunteers call 

VOLUNTEERS are needed to main¬ 
tain a nature reserve managed by 
members of a wildlife trust. The Dev¬ 
il’s Spittleful, near West Midland Sa¬ 
fari Park at Bewdley is a heathland 
reserve and gained its name because 
folklore states that it is where the 
Devil struck his spade in the ground. 

The next work party takes place 
on March 10 from 9am and the group 
meets at Blackstone car park. People 
should wear sturdy footwear and take 
gardening gloves, food and drink. 

Books, CDs and DVDs 
at exchange session 

A CHARITY in Walsall which works 
with the over-50s age group is hold¬ 
ing an exchange event to mark World 
Book Day, which is today, Thursday. 

Residents will be able to swap 
books, CDs and DVDs at the Com¬ 
munity Engagement Centre in Ford 
Street, Pleck, from 10am to 2pm. 

Visitors will be able to meet new 
people and meet local author and 
guest speaker, Lucy Onions. 


LGA report calls for council review 


A FUNDAMENTAL review should be 
carried out into how Sandwell Council 
is run, according to a report into the 
authority. 

The Local Government Associa¬ 
tion says the already-planned review, 
which will be carried out by the coun¬ 
cil’s monitoring officer, must focus on 
ensuring best practice is followed. 

And the LGA said it should involve 
an outside group to reassure people 


over transparency at the authority. 
The council asked the LGA to carry 
out the Peer Review in October. 

Last month Halesowen and Row- 
ley Regis MP James Morris called on 
leader Steve Eling to resign in the 
House Of Commons. 

Mr Eling said the remarks were dis¬ 
graceful’ and said he had no intention 
of quitting. The Peer Report gave 12 
recommendations. A key recommen¬ 


dation was ‘complete and implement 
the planned fundamental review of 
governance’. 

It said: “The review should focus on 
ensuring the processes and protocols 
in place reflect best practice, and sup¬ 
port and enable a culture of challenge 
and transparency.” 

The report, which followed a four- 
day visit by the LGA, did find there 
was ‘clear focus and desire’ from 


council leaders to improve the service. 

It also praised the council’s efforts 
to balance its budget against shrink¬ 
ing Government grants. 

Chief executive Jan Britton said: 
“The report shows that, despite some 
difficult challenges, we are in a good 
place to move forward, build on our 
strengths and successes and develop 
our long-term strategies in line with 
our vision.” 


Young mother hits out 
over fire escape tragedy 



An emotional moment for Sarah Jayne with newborn Chris Junior 


By Alex Ross _ 

TEARS of despair and joy - 
young mother Sarah Jayne 
cannot hide her emotion after 
giving birth to a baby whose 
father died less than two 
months before. 

Miss Collins, from Oldbury, lost 
her partner Chris Brookes after he 
fell to his death while attempting 
to exit Wolverhampton’s bus sta¬ 
tion. 

She said she was ‘disgusted’ on hear¬ 
ing at his inquest how a ‘faulty’ fire 
escape probably led to the 22-year-old 
climbing the gate. 

Mr Brookes slipped and fell onto a 
bus lane of the Wolverhampton ring 
road. It came six months after another 
incident when man tried climbing the 
gate. 

Miss Collins, whose son Chris Jun¬ 
ior was named after his father, said: 
“If the fire escape door was working 
my child’s dad would have still be here 
today - it’s disgusting.” 

Conclusion 

She added: “The exit was not locked 
and could been opened using a nack 
and pushing it hard enough, but 
Chris did not know that. Considering 
the same thing happened before, this 
should have been sorted and the exit 
be easy to open. As it was, Chris tried 
to climb the gate and fell.” 

Black Country Coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique recorded a conclusion of acci¬ 
dental death following the inquest on 
Monday. 

He said he will also be writing a Pre¬ 
venting Future Deaths report. 

The inquest heard how Mr Brookes, 
of Tame Road, Oldbury, had been out 
for his brother’s birthday when the in¬ 
cident happened. 

He had been refused entry to a 
nightclub and was on his own when he 
walked out a fire exit at the city’s bus 


station. When faced with the ‘faulty’ 
fire exit door he climbed it, attempt¬ 
ing to get to the bridge over the ring 
road, but fell. He suffered multiple in¬ 
juries and was taken to Birmingham’s 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, where was 
pronounced dead. 

Miss Collins, who lives with her 


mother in Oldbury, said: “Its been so 
hard, very hard dealing with the grief 
of it all, and the pregnancy. It feels 
like he should be here.” 

Since his death, a push bar has 
been placed on the fire exit door to en¬ 
sure it works, while the fire exit lead¬ 
ing out the station is currently locked. 


Father-to-be Chris with Sarah Jayne 

Mr Brookes was laid to rest at Gor- 
nal Crematorium. A bench has been 
installed at the crematorium, as well 
as on Wrens Nest, near to Dudley 
Caves. His funeral was on November 
29 - a month before the birth of Chris 
Junior Reggie Brookes, on December 
21 . 


Trust chief 
in demand 
over future 
of hospital 

THE boss of a health trust has de¬ 
manded urgent answers on the fu¬ 
ture of a multi-million pound hospital 
where building work has ground to a 
halt following the collapse of Caril- 
lion. 

Toby Lewis, the chief executive of 
Sandwell’s NHS trust, said a solu¬ 
tion needed to be found to get con¬ 
struction restarted on the Midland 
Metropolitan Hospital in Smethwick 
as there were ‘risks’ in continuing to 
run Sandwell General and City Hospi¬ 
tal in their current state. 

The site has been deserted for 
weeks following the demise of the 
Wolverhampton-based building giant. 

Health chiefs have admitted they do 
not know when work on the Midland 
Met will restart but Mr Lewis said it 
was vital a plan was put in place. 

The multi-million pound facility is 
due to become the main hospital in 
the area, resulting in Sandwell Gen¬ 
eral and City Hospital being scaled 
down. 

But preparations could now have to 
be made for those hospitals to run at 
their current capacities for longer. 

The new hospital was already be¬ 
hind schedule, having originally been 
scheduled to open in autumn this 
year before being put back to summer 
2019. It is now unknown when it will 
open. The chief executive headed to 
London for crunch talks on the future 
of the hospital last week. 

He said on Twitter: “London today 
in search of consensus and compro¬ 
mise around Midland Met solution. 
Medical staff committee last night 
underscored urgency and risks of 
stretching acute care across two sites 
beyond 2019.” 

£1m cannabis 
plants recovered 

POLICE uncovered £1 million worth 
of cannabis after conducting a raid in 
Smethwick. 

The haul of plants was uncovered 
from a farm on Rolfe Street last 
Wednesday. Police described the 
set-up as a ‘large industrial sized can¬ 
nabis factory’. 

A West Midlands Police spokesman 
said: “Enquiries remain on-going and 
anyone with information is asked to 
call police on 101, quoting log 703 of 
21 February.” 

Pictures taken from the scene 
shows dozens of cannabis plants lined 
up rows. Lighting equipment and 
what appeared to be ventilation tubes 
were seen inside the premises. 

Elsewhere in the Black Country of¬ 
ficers uncovered 198 plants following 
a raid at an address in Dudley. 


JORDANS SOLICITORS _ 

Friendly , efficient and price competitive 


Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and Commercial, Wdls and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 0DH Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 
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Velodrome 
campaign is 
on track, led 
by MP James 

A BLACK Country MP is leading a 
cross-party campaign for a velodrome 
to be in place for the Birmingham 
2022 Commonwealth Games. It voices 
the fear that due to the lack of a 250m 
velodrome in the West Midlands that, 
come the Games, indoor cycle events 
will be held in London. 

James Morris, MP for Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis is spearheading the 
initiative involving MPs from across 
the West Midlands. 

He has written a letter which has 
also been signed by Dudley MPs Ian 
Austin and Mike Wood, Emma Reyn¬ 
olds, for Wolverhampton North East, 
Andrew Mitchell for Sutton Coldfield 
and Stafford MP Jeremy Lefroy. 

Addressed to Julie Harrington, the 
chief executive officer of British Cy¬ 
cling, it complains that the West Mid¬ 
lands does not possess a single banked 
cycle race track. 

Mr Morris points out that the 
nearest cycle track to Birmingham 
is Manor Abbey, in Halesowen, an 
outdoor track which is now 70 years 
old. While the venue was a ‘superb’ 
facility promoting grassroots track 
cycling, the sport was in urgent need 
of a modern indoor track. 

“As the region’s MPs we feel it 
would be a missed opportunity if cy¬ 
cling is simply to be sent to London, 
rather than fostering the talent we 
have in the West Midlands,” said Mr 
Morris. 

Drama troupe in 
Godber comedy 

CHARLEMONT Dramatic Society 
will be presenting its spring produc¬ 
tion Salt of the Earth, by John God¬ 
ber, at the Theatre, Gayton Road 
Community Centre, Gayton Road, 
in West Bromwich, from Wednesday 
May 2 to 5. 

The play is a gritty but frequently 
funny story following the lives of two 
sisters and their families from a York¬ 
shire mining community over more 
than four decades, telling the story of 
their joys and tragedies. 

Visit the website www.thecads.wee- 
bly.com for more information. 

Tickets, priced £8, are available 
from Sylvia Hill, 11 Fairyfield Court, 
Great Barr, Birmingham B43 6AJ. 
Telephone: 0121 357 4169 or e mail 
hilld28@sky.com. 


Jessops opens up 

A NEW Jessops store has officially 
opened in Oldbury Sainsbury’s. 

The new shop will allow custom¬ 
ers to print their images from their 
phone, social media, memory cards 
and create photo gifts from them. 


Rep bringing comedy for Father's Day 



The cast, from left, Carol Deakin, Holly 
Williams, Phil Astle and Joshua Hunt 


OLDBURY Rep’s next production is 
the comedy for all ages, Father’s Day, 
written by Eric Chappell. 

The production is a warm and 
touching comedy based on the writ¬ 
er’s hit TV series Home to Roost 
which starred John Thaw and Reece 
Dinsdale as father and son who are 
reluctantly reunited in the same 
household. 

The production runs for a week 
from Saturday and performances 
start at 7.30pm. Tickets can be ob¬ 
tained by phone or in person from the 
box office on Monday evenings from 


7.30pm, and on the Friday prior to 
opening night from 7.30pm, and every 
night of the production from 7.00pm. 

Tickets are £10 with the usual con¬ 
cessions at £9, and a special price on 
Monday and Tuesday evening of £8 
(no concessions), contact the box of¬ 
fice on 0121 552 2761, or book online 
at www.oldburyrep.org. 

Meanwhile, cinema lovers can par¬ 
take in a new season of special screen¬ 
ings, continuing on March 23 with an 
all-star cast led by Kenneth Branagh 
in Murder on the Orient Express. 

Then on Friday April 6, Paddington 


2 will be providing fun for children of 
all ages during the Easter Holidays. 

All films are shown on the theatre’s 
16ft screen with high quality Digital 
projection in the 170 seat auditorium. 

All tickets are still just £4 and per¬ 
formances start at 7.30pm. 

Offering a weekend of music will 
be Langley Band which is due to visit 
Oldbury Rep for spring concerts of 
musical favourites on Friday March 
16 at 8pm and Saturday 17 at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are available from Lang¬ 
ley Band on 01384 918547 or 01384 
238407. 


New health centre set 
for completion in 2019 


AMBITIOUS plans are in the pipeline 
to build a new multi-million-pound 
health centre in Wednesbury. 

Planners have set a completion date for 
2019 with the new centre set to replace 
the town’s outdated one, which is housed 
in portable buildings. 

The new health centre will be built from 
scratch under new proposals and be equipped 
with state-of-the-art facilities and more staff. 

The project is being led by Sandwell Council 
in partnership with Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Clinical Commissioning Group. 

A Sandwell CCG spokesman said: “The pro¬ 
ject is currently progressing through design but 
is not definite until financial close is achieved. 

“If Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Coun¬ 
cil produces an affordable financial plan then 
financial close could possibly occur autumn 
2018. The build would then take a further 12 
months. 

Affordability 

“The CCG’s Estate Strategy demonstrates 
the need for a Wednesbury centre building and 
the current Spires Practice only has temporary 
planning permission. 

“The CCG welcomes the proposal for SMBC 
to deliver this scheme but it will only proceed 
if they can achieve the CCG’s affordability pa¬ 
rameters.” 

Plans for the new health centre have been in 
the pipeline for years but the project has been 
hit by delays. 

However Sandwell Council bosses are now 
pushing for the project to get off the ground. 

The new health centre has been earmarked 
for land on King Street located at the back of 
Wednesbury Leisure Centre. 

Public health chief, Councillor Elaine Costi- 
gan, said: “This project has been going on for a 
long time but this is good news at last. 

“I am sure the people of Wednesbury will 
appreciate the work that is going into this and 
will to see the health centre get built.” 

Wednesbury North ward councillor Peter 
Hughes said the project is likely to be com¬ 
pleted by October 2019. He said: “This is an 
innovative development.” 



Blake aged six and Dawson, two enjoying breakfast at Blackheath library during the half-term event 


HUNDREDS of children in Sand¬ 
well were given their breakfast 
over half-term as part of the Cere¬ 
al Readers scheme. 

Children at Blackheath library 
tucked into their breakfast and 
then took part in activities pro¬ 
vided by library volunteers and 
the Murray Hall Trust. 

The scheme has also run at Gle- 
befields library in Tipton, Rounds 
Green library in Oldbury and 


Stone Cross library in West Bro¬ 
mwich. 

Cereal Readers is a library initi¬ 
ative in which children and their 
parents are invited to share a bowl 
of cereal and a glass of fruit juice 
as they take part in book-related 
activities at the library during 
school holidays. 

All refreshments have been 
provided by local supermarkets 
and community groups and all the 


sessions are run by library volun¬ 
teers and it has proven popular 
with local families. 

Children’s services chief, Coun¬ 
cillor Simon Hackett, said: “It’s 
great to see so many children are 
enjoying Cereal Readers during 
the school holidays. We do lots 
to encourage parents and carers 
to take their children to libraries 
and having a breakfast on offer for 
the children is a great incentive.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

voice your hope 
to find stardom 

WANNABE pop stars can put their 
singing skills to the test when The 
Voice auditions return to the Black 
Country. The TV singing contest’s 
first stage will be held at the Cuban 
Exchange in Exchange Street, Wol¬ 
verhampton on Wednesday, March 7. 

Jason Jones, from Burntwood and 
who works at the RAC Centre in 
Wednesbury, reached the semi-finals 
of last year’s series. People attending 
the auditions in Wolverhampton are 
asked to prepare one or two songs 
with a backing track, an instrument 
or acapella. The event is only open for 
over 18s. To book a slot email bash- 
funk® gmail. com 

Cyril tribute shirts 
sale brings in £11k 

ALBION have raised more than 
£11,000 for charity through the auc¬ 
tion of their match-worn shirts dedi¬ 
cated to the late Cyrille Regis. 

The Baggies wore the jerseys with 
the Regis motif on the front for their 
3-2 defeat to Southampton in the Pre¬ 
mier League earlier this month. 

They then auctioned off the shirts 
to raise cash for a charity chosen by 
the Regis family. Daniel Sturridge’s 
shirt fetched the most at £1,705, while 
Ben Foster’s, Chris Brunt’s and Salo¬ 
mon Rondon’s all topped £1,000. The 
total amount raised was £11,746. 

Symphony Hall 
seat naming call 

MUSIC lovers are being invited to get 
a name on a seat at Birmingham’s 
Symphony Hall. 

The world-renowned concert venue 
in the middle of the city wants people 
to honour a family member or friend, 
share their love of music, celebrate a 
special occasion or to remember the 
wonderful concerts by getting a name 
or message on a seat plaque for at 
least 10 years. 

Money raised by the scheme will 
help with the hall’s education work. 

For details contact the development 
team on 0121 644 5072. 

Furniture firm admits 
failing safety laws 

A COMPANY that owns a large fur¬ 
niture store in Wednesbury has been 
committed to crown court for sen¬ 
tence after admitting safety failings. 

Furniture Village, at Gallagher 
Retail Park, pleaded guilty to failing 
to provide and maintain a compactor 
that was safe for employees and with¬ 
out risk to their health. Several store 
chiefs were at Wolverhampton Magis¬ 
trates Court for the hearing. The case 
is scheduled to be heard on March 22. 


Made to measure 



BESPOKE AND CONTRACT 
FURNITURE DESIGN 
& UPHOLSTERY 



Stockists of celebrity furniture 

Full re-upholstery service available 
Replacement foam seats 


Units 15-16, Long Lane Trading Estate, Long Lane Halesowen, 
West Midlands, B62 9LD 

Tel: 0121 559 7143 E: sales@gdupholstery.co.uk 
www.gdupholstery.co.uk 
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Affordable 


Windows 

Dccci Ccriervitoriw lid 


Great quality. Great service. Great price! 


ANY ONE OF THESE DOORS 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

£7491 

INCLUDING HARDWARE 



Windows • Composite Doors • Conservatories • Porches • Repairs 


i 10 year insurance 
backed guarantee 
i Energy efficient 
- Trusted service 


* Reasons to choose Affordable 
Y Free quotation 
1 FENSA registered 


For your FREE quotation, call us now 

07710 434223 

We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, Sedgley, Wombourne, Wolverhampton, 
Oldbury, Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West Bromwich, Wednesbury 


Reaistered office: Affordable Windows Doors & Conservatories 
101 Tipton Road, Sedgley West Midlands, DY3 1BZ 

Registered company Telephone: 01902 827879 | Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com | www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Confession 
over my 
choice on 
TV viewing 

WHILE searching through the multitude 
of television channels looking for any¬ 
thing, just anything that might be vaguely 
palatable to watch, I stumbled across a 
repeat of a Channel 4 series called It Was 
Alright In the 70s. 

Now I know I’m probably a little behind 
the curve on this one, but I really don’t 
watch much TV these days. There’s just 
too many talent shows, celebrities-mak- 
ing-idiots-of-themselves shows, chat 
shows and never-ending gritty crime dra¬ 
mas about Sarah Lancashire mumbling 
into a shaky camera to make it worth¬ 
while. 

Anyway, for those not familiar with the 
format, It Was Alright in the 70s centres 
around paid-up members of the liberal 
elite, plus a handful of comedians no-one 
has ever heard of wearing loud shirts, re¬ 
peatedly putting their head in their hands 
at the content of television made in the 
1970s. The Sweeney, Carry On Films, Top 
of the Pops, all came in for a good kick¬ 
ing, along with various public safety in¬ 
formation films which might be offensive 
to Generation Snowflake. Even an ATV 
news interview with Dave Hill from Slade 
was thrown in for some reason. 

What amused me though is what 
the likely motives were of those who 
watched the show. Now I don’t doubt for 
one moment that the people behind the 
programme thought it would be to hear 
David Aaronovitch’s observations on how 
much more enlightened society has be¬ 
come compared to 40-odd years ago. 
But I can’t help but think most just tuned 
in to see a few clips from Confessions of 
a Window Cleaner. 

nnn 

RANK stupidity. Not fair to the fans. 
Nearly a fortnight later the tabloids are 
still having a field day about the esca¬ 
pades of West Bromwich Albion stars 
in Barcelona. What nobody has so far 
revealed is the make of the taxi they are 
alleged to have snaffled. Was it a Ford? 
Good chance, or maybe a Peugeot, VW, 
or Audi. I’ll wager though that it was noth¬ 
ing with the Mercedes badge. No way. 
That’s the one with three points. 

□ nn 

DONALD Trump has come in for stick 
for suggesting teachers should get paid 
extra if they carry pistols to protect pupils 
from gun maniacs. 

Thankfully, that is probably not neces¬ 
sary here but it has given me an idea on 
tackling the menace of anti-social behav¬ 
iour. Equip dinner ladies with Tasers, the 
little darlings will think twice about drop¬ 
ping litter and doing graffiti. 


Problem with America is too many guns not too few 





Jeremy Corbyn - I don’t believe for a Detective Kip Glaspie (Carey Mulligan) a 

moment that he was any sort of spy former Olympic pole vaulter. Really? 


Haunted for days on end by name of 
Australian jockey, Scobie Breasley 


Arming teachers 
is not the answer 


BEFORE the bodies had even been buried after 
the Florida school massacre, some gun enthu¬ 
siasts were claiming that, if only the teachers 
had been armed, the gunman could have been 
killed before he killed anyone. What hope can 
there be for people who genuinely believe that 
the problem is not that America has too many 
guns (last count about 300 million), but too few? 
And, hell, why stop with arming the teachers? 
The kids can only be truly safe when every din¬ 
ner lady has a .44 Magnum. God Bless America. 

DID we all notice in Endeavour (ITV) that 
Morse visited a motel called Crossroads in a 
village called Kings Oak and the cleaner was a 
Mrs T? Next week: mass murder in the village of 
Trumpton - six firemen and a miller in the frame. 

UNDERSTANDING weather-related head¬ 
lines. “Beast from the East brings Siberian 
snow-bomb nightmare” = It will be a tad chilly 
next week. 

MATHS for beginners. A reader reports buy¬ 
ing one item for £5 and another for £4. The shop 
assistant used a calculator to add them up. 

ON Wednesday the BBC finally reported on 
the Corbyn/spy story. Even so, cynics will have 
noticed that the theme of Thought for the Day 
on the Today programme (Radio 4) was Si¬ 
lence is Golden. For me, the most disappoint¬ 
ing moment of the Beeb’s non-coverage of the 
story came when the Voice of America website 
asked: “Was Britain’s Labour Leader a Com¬ 
munist Spy?” Was anyone else reminded of 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



the 1936 Abdication Crisis when King Edward’s 
affair with Mrs Simpson was the talk of Ameri¬ 
can newspapers but British media conspired to 
hush it up? I don’t believe for a moment that 
Corbyn was any sort of spy but we live in an 
age when people are called to account for their 
deeds of 20 or 30 years ago. If hindsight applies 
to ancient financial or sexual judgments, then 
why not political judgments, too? 

NO surprises in this week’s report in the Lan¬ 
cet linking heavy drinking with dementia; a pick- 
led brain is never going to be a healthy brain. 
On the other hand, another report by scientists 
in California, also this week, suggests a couple 
of glasses of wine a day will help you live to see 
90. I am reminded of a Scottish colleague who 
said this about whisky: “If we could just figure 
out how not to drink too little or too much, we’d 
live for ever.” Research continues. 

THE trouble with names is that they can be¬ 
come earworms. You hear them once and then 
cannot get them out of your mind. I recall one 
time when I was haunted for days on end by 
an Australian jockey. Scobie Breasley. Scobie 
Breasley. Scobie Breasley. Dammit. . . . 

WHILE it’s good to see academics support¬ 


ing Briefings for Brexit, a website devoted to 
the unsung (some would say stifled) benefits of 
quitting the EU, they face an uphill battle. For 
this is not merely an argument about politics, 
economics or any other lecture-theatre subject. 
It goes deep into the human spirit. Just as some 
infants depend on a comfort blanket, so some 
adults need a catastrophe blanket. Their natu¬ 
ral mind-set is to believe they are on the brink 
of Armageddon. I bet some of those panicking 
about Brexit were the ones who, over the years, 
have made themselves sick with worry about 
nuclear annihilation, DDT poisoning, the com¬ 
ing ice age (remember that?), global warming 
and, in the past few months, plastic pollution. 
The hugely intelligent men and women behind 
Briefings for Brexit may make a good case for 
quitting. But they will never turn pessimists into 
optimists. 

EVERY fictional detective needs a back story, 
and the wackier the better. So we see tecs in 
wheelchairs or with a drink problem, suffering 
opium addiction, heavily pregnant, drop-dead 
glam or plump and mumsy, or even haunted by 
a dead partner. In the new BBC cop series Col¬ 
lateral, Detective Kip Glaspie (Carey Mulligan) 
turns out to have been a former Olympic pole 
vaulter before joining the police. Now, that’s 
original. Goodness only knows how they’ll work 
pole-vaulting into a storyline but I wouldn’t mind 
betting that the final episode involves a chase, 
a high fence and a clothes prop. Why do I keep 
thinking of Norman Wisdom? 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

Cheers! 
Thank you 
for the 
music... 

I WONDER how many people realise how 
blessed we are with live music venues in 
this area. I must admit it was not some¬ 
thing I had actually considered until the 
other night. 

We were at the Robin 2 in Bilston, a 
venue we love, to see the tribute group 
Jean Genie. We had seen them before, 
but always a testement to how good an 
act is if you want to see them again - and 
again. 

Anyway I digress, when we were there 
watching the group a lovely lady next to 
me commented: “We are so lucky to have 
such music venues close at hand.” 

I thought of her words and yes she was 
right. Whatever your musical tastes there 
is something to suit. From jazz, rock, folk 
and soul, we are blessed. 

I spoke to colleagues and they all 
reeled off groups they had seen at Wol¬ 
verhampton’s Civic and Slade Rooms 
over the years. The Civic has been closed 
for a refurb -and is now not due to reopen 
for some time - but has enjoyed a wealth 
of famous names over the years . 

In its absence there are plenty of pubs 
around which give an audience to up- 
and-coming local bands. Nothing better 
then sitting in the pub, drink in hand, and 
listening to live music. Some may moan 
that they can’t hear each other speak - 
easy answer to that, find somewhere else 
to drink! 

Colleagues rattled off a number of 
venues that they have enjoyed over the 
years. Such as The Trumpet in Bilston, 
the nickname for The Royal Exchange. 
Jazz started in the late 50s-early 60s and 
can still be heard these days on a ‘pay- 
what-you-like’ basis. 

Over to Aldridge and The Arena which 
holds live performances, covering the 
decades from the 1960s through to the 
present day and Cannock where regulars 
at The Station can enjoy live music. 

In Wolverhampton smaller venues in¬ 
clude The Slade Rooms, which replaced 
the much-missed Little Civic, and The 
Newhampton Arts Centre which hosts 
up-and-coming indie rock outfits and big 
names from the folk circuit. 

Down the road and Birmingham of¬ 
fers a variety of gigs, ranging from the 
mega-stars at Birmingham and Genting 
Arenas, to an array of acts in the multiple 
rooms at the 02 Academy and Institute. 

Symphony Hall is one of Europe’s best 
concert halls, for classical, jazz, pop and 
rock, while Birmingham Town Hall has a 
great social and musical history. 

So get out there - forget the chat and 
enjoy some of this fantastic music! 

SUE ATTWATER 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS • LOG CABINS 




The Dalbury 

Garden Room 

w _ 




Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2600 


Wooden 

Sheds 


HUGE 

RANGE 


FULL TONGUE & GROOVE 

- 


A huge range instock 

from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed 


• Base Laying Service 

• Free Quotations 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Summer 

Houses 



A huge range in stock 

from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 



A huge range in stock 

from £1657 


• Made to Measure • 

• Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 


i 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


S* Telephone 0121 559 9985 B Sock, 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fAA 

3 child safe T MX 

verticals m w w 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 













































































You can never win with car insurance 


THE letter by Carron Gorman about the 
car that was damaged while parked at Asda, 
well the same thing happened to my car, but 
at a different store, but this was in 2007. 
They hit the rear near side door and the 
panel next to it; did not notice till I’d got 
home. 

Insurance cost £1,700, a mate said to me 
he could do it for £500. I said no it’s okay, 
I’ve got no claims, I’ll get it done through 
the insurance company. 

How wrong I was. I am covered for claims 
but it doesn’t end there does it, because 


you can’t change you have to stick with the Birmingham 


insurance company you’ve got. If you try 
for another company what’s the first thing 
they say to you? What’s your last claim and 
that’s it. 

Yet even with no claims they still stick it 
up. You can’t win even if it’s not your fault. 

I’ve got 72 years on a clean licence and 
over 30 years with a heavy goods one but 
today it counts for nothing. 

I even took a road test when I was 80, ten 
years ago. I even drove while I was in the 
forces. 

FH JENNINGS 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, sandwell.chronicle@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct er¬ 
rors as soon as we can. 
The Chronicles adhere 
to the Editors’ Code 
of Practice, which can 
be seen at www.ipso. 
co.uk. If you are unhap¬ 
py with the accuracy of a 



I 


story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES 


Solitary should really 
respect the Ell vote 


Britain will 
go on after 
leaving EU 

WHEN will Roger Watts ac¬ 
cept that we are leaving the 
EU and will survive without 
it? 

This body which we joined 
as a ‘Common Market’ has 
developed into a top-heavy 
bureaucratic enmity. 

I would remind Roger that 
the eloquent French mem¬ 
bers making deprecatory 
noises are the same people 
who blocked our application 
for many years! Yes, they 
don’t want to lose us, but it 
is our financial contribution 
that they will miss rather 
than our affinity. 

As for forecasts, these are 
educated (or less educated) 
guesses. They were wrong 
about the ‘disaster’ if we 
voted to leave and the eight 
pe rcent could as easily be a 
gain rather than a loss. 

This could easily happen 
if our old friends in the 
Commonwealth will accept 
us back into the fold, after 
our abandonment of them 
on our joining the EU and 
we can also trade with the 
rest of the world without re¬ 
striction. 

JOHN CHAMBERLAIN 

Great Barr 


EX-CABINET minister 
Anna Soubry seems to be 
labouring under the misap¬ 
prehension that Mrs May is 
in hock to 35 pro-Brexiters 
in her own party. 

On the contrary, Mrs May 
is respecting the wishes of 
17 million people who voted 
to leave the EU. 

No halfway-in and no 
halfway-out. I note that the 
electorate in Ms Soubry’s 
constituency voted to leave 
the EU, however unlike Mrs 


May, Ms Soubry has decided 
that the views of her constit¬ 
uents should take second 
place to her own pro-Euro- 
pean views. 

She would do well to re¬ 
member those constituents 
put her in Parliament and 
they could quite easily reject 
her. However in saying that, 
rejected politicians these 
days seem to end up in the 
House of Lords. 

MR B CLARK 

Smethwick 


Equal pay 
still means 
great divide 

ST Vaughan has a point - up 
to a point! (Letters 8 Feb). 

When equal pay was leg¬ 
islated, first for the same 
work and then for work of 
equal value, it was perhaps 
too readily assumed that the 
lower rate would be levelled 
up. Trade unions ought not 
to have been too surprised 
when their adversaries tried 
instead to level down. 

In the case of BBC staff, 
another issue arises regard¬ 
ing the limitations of equal 
pay. If presenters are paid in 
gold ingots and NHS nurses 
in peanuts, all the current 
legislation can do is ensure 
that a male and female 
nurse are paid the same pea¬ 
nuts and the presenters the 
same number of gold ingots. 

The only way a nurse 
could ensure payment in 
ingots is by obtaining a job 
with a TV company and suc¬ 
cessfully arguing that her/ 
his work is of equal value to 
that of, say, Julie Etching- 
ham or John Humphrys. 

Interestingly enough, 
former BBC News’ former 
China editor Carrie Gracie 
has argued that the indus¬ 
try’s pay is too high, but has 
also perfectly reasonably 
argued for equal treatment 
with men. In fact, if she 
and Jon Sopel, the editor 
for the USA, swapped jobs 
tomorrow, she could do his 
job straight way, but he 
couldn’t do hers. 

Most obviously, she has 
to have near-native compe¬ 
tence at least in Mandarin, 
and possibly also in Canton¬ 
ese, while Sopel only needs 
to know what an elevator is. 

ALAN T HARRISON 
Walsall 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
20 MINS!!! 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f ^0 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Which?^ Trusted 
Trader 


Tnjited trader 
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CLEAR 


KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS 

m v ""III 



i 




HURRY! MARCH INSTALLATIONS STILL AVAILABLE 

'1 FREE 


5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT\ 



TILES 

ON ALL FULLY 
INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS * 


REPLACEMENT 
KITCHEN DOORS 

FROM £10.00* 


LESS ABLED 

BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSIONS 


LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 


interia 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 


Call now for your FREE SURVEY 

0121 505 1132 


r m 

l(j 

to 

EfZ SAll' 

ssyimwtj 

THIS SATURDAY - 
BLUE XX BARGAINS ■ 

THESE ARE JUST A FEW 
MORE AROUND THE STORE 

WE SPECIALISE IN MENS LARGER SIZES FROM STOCK 46 TO 62 WAIST/CHEST 


MENS JOG BOTTOMS, 2XL, 3XL and 6XL only 

Usually £17.99, Sale price £14.99 XX THIS SAT £7.49 

DENIM SHIRTS Long Sleeve 2XL & 3XL 

Usually £23.99 Sale Price £18.99 XX THIS SAT £9.49 

FLEECE GILLETS 2XL to 6XL 

Usually £19.99 Sale price £14.99 XX THIS SAT £7.49 


POLO SHIRTS 2XL to 6XL 

Usually £23.99 Sale Price £18.99 XX THIS SAT £9.49 

Mens Long Sleeve SHIRTS Plain Colours 

20, 21,22 & 23 Collar Usually £15.99 
Sale Price £12.99 XX THIS SAT £6.49 

Tapered DENIM JEANS 44 to 52 Waist 

Usually £26.99 Sale Price £21.99 XX THIS SAT £10.99 


Maiwdi Model Railways 


HORNBY Silver Jubilees A4 Class Locos 

4 Different Models (Only 1 per customer or family) 
Usually £179.99 Sale Price £152.99 XX THIS SAT £76.49 

HORNBY Train Pack Lyme Regis Branch 

£224.99 Sale Price £179.99 XX THIS SAT £89.99 


HORNBY Somerset and Dorset Loco R3316 

Normally £149.99 Sale Price £127.99 XX THIS SAT £63.74 

NEW MODEL TRAIN CATALOGUES OUT NOW 
FROM HORNBY, BACHMAN and GRAHAM FARISH. 


MORE MODEL TRAIN OFFERS IN STORE or check our website www.aoakes.co.uk 

World of Model Trains for Special Saturday 

XX DOUBLE BLUE CROSS 1/2 SALE PRICE BARGAINS XX 



174/180 Vicarage Road, Nr Oldbury 
On the main B4159 Smethwick to 
Blackheath Main Road 

0121 552 1684 

Customer Car Park 


OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9 AM TO 5.30 PM, WEDNESDAY 9.00 AM TO 12.30 PM 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 
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New rating scheme to name 
and shame rogue landlords 


ROGUE landlords will be named and shamed under a new 
rating system aimed at improving property standards in 
Sandwell. 

Private landlords will get a rating of between zero and five - with 
known offenders to be given the lowest score in a warning to prospec¬ 
tive tenants. It conies amid rising concerns about the conditions poor¬ 
er families, including those arriving from abroad, are forced to live in. 
- Housing chiefs are keen to ensure 


Rail sleepers 
depot plans 
fight grows 

A PETITION against a huge railway 
sleeper factory planned for Wednes- 
bury has now reached almost 4,000 
signatures. 

Protesters are expected to hand the 
petition in to bosses at a full meeting 
of Sandwell Council next week. 

The depot is proposed by Network 
Rail for Bescot railway sidings in 
Friar Park but has been met with a 
backlash by residents in the area con¬ 
cerned about the impact it will have 
on them. 

Wednesbury councillor Elaine 
Costigan, who has backed the cam¬ 
paign, said: “It’s where it is. Residents 
are up in arms, it will be on their back 
gardens, they are worried about dust, 
the environment and access.” 

Network Rail say the facility will 
create 100 jobs and produce 600,000 
concrete sleepers a year. 


landlords are doing all they can to en¬ 
sure homes they provide are at a suit¬ 
able standard and have said those who 
score a rating of three or more will be 
promoted on a council-managed web¬ 
site. 

A landlord who is given a zero-star 
rating will be someone who has not 
‘met statutory standards or is owned 
by a landlord who has been convicted 
of housing-related offences’. 

Sandwell housing boss, Councillor 
Kerrie Carmichael, housing boss at 
Sandwell Council, said: “The scheme 
is one of a number of measures being 
developed to drive up standards in the 
private rented sector and crack down 
on rogue landlords. 

“Prospective tenants often find ac¬ 
commodation by word of mouth rec¬ 
ommendations or from advertisements 
in shops or on mobile phone apps. 

“They may have little understand¬ 
ing of their rights when taking on a 
tenancy and a limited knowledge of 
what checks to make on a property 
relying on their own judgement. The 
scheme will provide a transparent and 
robust accredited star rating for prop¬ 
erty and management standards in the 
private rented sector in Sandwell.” 

It was announced in November that 
500 rented properties in the borough 
would be inspected by a new taskforce. 



Family’s in-tents scrutiny of display 


Thousands of people turned out to the Caravan, Camping and Motorhome Show, at the NEC, Birmingham. Pictured is Tony 
Dolan with grandchildren Maia Dougherty, aged 10 and Oscar Dougherty, five, from Oldbury, viewing one of the tipis on display 


Motorist has 
drug driving 
conviction 
overturned 

A MOTORIST, foaming at the mouth 
after police stopped him at the wheel, 
has been cleared of drug driving. 

When officers stopped the man in 
Oldbury, he was so disturbed that he 
later tried to drink water from the toi¬ 
let in his cell, a court heard. 

Prosecutors said he refused to give 
a blood sample to be checked for drugs 
and magistrates in Dudley convicted 
him, imposing a £180 fine and ban¬ 
ning him from the road for a year. 

Prosecutors said he refused to 
give a blood sample to be checked for 
drugs, London’s High Court heard. 

However, quashing the conviction, 
Lord Justice Hickinbottom said a crit¬ 
ical safeguard had not been followed 
at the police station. 

Given his acutely distressed state, 
an “appropriate adult” should have 
been called to help him cope after his 
arrest, he said. 

And, because of that breach of the 
rules, the judge, sitting with Mr Jus¬ 
tice Dove, ruled that his conviction 
was “fundamentally flawed”. 

He said the man suffered from au¬ 
tism and learning difficulties. He “be¬ 
haved erratically and aggressively” 
when stopped by officers on suspicion 
of drug driving in June 2016. 

Concerned officers moved him tem¬ 
porarily to Sandwell General Hospi¬ 
tal before being returned to the police 
station. The custody record described 
him “foaming from his mouth and 
attempting to drink water from the 
toilet in his cell.” 

Considered a suicide risk, he re¬ 
quested a solicitor and an appropri¬ 
ate adult because “he was not feeling 
right in the head”. 

Overturning the conviction, Lord 
Justice Hickinbottom said an appro¬ 
priate adult might well have been able 
to calm him down. 



Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


T Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
valeting available. 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 




No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS 


MLOpen\Weekdays:,9arnto"5.30 pmlM 

^Satufday:~9WiTo^4pm , SundawClosed 


^www.rydalewindbws!co:uk 









































Driver Kevin pulls out 
all the stops in snow 


NHS HEROES 

ONCE again we focus 
some of our time on 
the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide 
variety of backgrounds 
doing a wide variety of 
jobs. 

Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust is one of the 
Black Country’s larg¬ 
est NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 
people, many of whom 
live locally. 

Last year, the trust 
provides care from 150 
locations. This week 
we highlight: 

KEVIN ROBINSON 
General Transport 
Driver 



THE West Midlands roads 
were at a standstill as six 
inches of snow battered the 
region before Christmas. 

But transport driver Kevin 
Robinson wasn’t going to let the 
weather stop him from helping 
his NHS colleagues to work. 

So he volunteered to drive them to 
work and back home, covering a mam¬ 
moth 130 miles. 

The 58-year-old, who has worked 
for Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust for 20 years, re¬ 
ceived a call from his boss on the Sun¬ 
day morning at around 10am. 

He recalled: “My manager phoned to 
ask if I could help get staff into work 
that day. 

“My car was stuck in the snow, but 
they sent over a 4x4 vehicle to my 
home, which I used to then go and pick 
up staff and take others home after 
they had finished their shift. 

Volunteered 

“I drove across the area to pick up in 
total around 20 members of staff and I 
must have covered 130 miles. That in¬ 
cluded taking community staff nurses 
to a patient’s home so they could care 
for him. There were another two mem¬ 
bers of my team who also volunteered 
to come in and we were all glad that 
we could help. 

“Staff said they were very impressed 
with our support and were grateful for 
their door to door lifts. We also re¬ 
ceived a thank you letter from Toby 
Lewis, our chief executive, which re¬ 
ally made us all happy and proud.” 

This isn’t the first time that Kevin, 
from Smethwick, has jumped in to 
help when others needed him. He 
explained: “Around five years ago in 
heavy snow I did the same thing as it’s 


the right thing to do. I never say no 
to people when they ask for my help.” 

On normal days when he doesn’t 
have to battle with extreme weather 
conditions, Kevin is a familiar face as 
he drives our local road network. He 
said: “I love my job so much. I get to 
be on the road every day and meet dif¬ 
ferent people. Everywhere I go, people 
are very nice to me and I learn a lot 
from just talking to them. As a driver, 
I just want to do my best to make a 
difference for our patients. Every day, 
I will drive around 80 to 90 miles and 


I don’t even need a GPS to show me 
the way.” 

So who is Kevin’s inspiration? “My 
mother is my hero,” he said. “She in¬ 
spired me to learn and to look after 
others. I would not be the person I am 
today if it wasn’t for the care and love 
that she gave me.” 

Kevin’s next challenge is to go back 
to college to carry out a carpentry 
course. He explained: “I love working 
with wood and I do enjoy decorating. 
So when I retire, I would like to learn 
more about carpentry.” 



WANTED 

BEST PRICES PAID ON GOLD, 
SILVER, COINS, PLATINUM, 
PALLADIUM AND WATCHES 


See our website for up to date prices 


WE WANT YOUR 


BEST RATES ON 
EUROS AND DOLLARS 


WE BUY ■ 
BACK ALL ■ 
CURRENCIES 


Value for Money at 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at Bowj angles Jewellery 
www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 


RENAULT MMm 

Mechanical Repairs 
Electrical Repairs 
Pre M.O.T. 
General Servicing 
Cambelts 
Diagnostics 
makes and models 

WE ARE NOW 
BREAKING CLI0197 

Why Pay Dealer Prices When We Offer 
the Same Service For Alot Less 

Unit 1 Kingfisher Ind/Est 
Charles Street, West Bromwich B70 OAT 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 


Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 
years experience. 
We offer a full 
range of services 
from free quote 
and design to 
installation central 
heating, building 
work, plastering 
and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 1 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com /state I 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-4.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 




Window Warehouse prides 
itself on customer satisfaction 



A panelled window available from the firm 


An example of one of Window Warehouse’s conservatory installations 


Based in Oldbury, Window 
Warehouse is an established family 
run business specialising in the 
design, manufacture and installation 
of UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. 

The continued success of the 
business is due to strong principles of 
customer care, excellent installation 
service and high quality products, with 


Commercial feature 

over 80 per cent of customers coming 
from personal recommendation. 

Window Warehouse has it’s own 
surveyor, installation team and after¬ 
sales service. 

The locking systems on windows 
and doors comply with the new Fensa 
guidelines. 


All windows are surveyed and 
manufactured to customers’ 
requirements. 

A spokesman said: “We don’t have 
high pressure salesmen, but instead 
are a local, family-run business.” 

Contact us now for a free obligation 
home visit and/or quote, telephone 
0121 544 2222. 



■fisaMi 


t Windows 

■ Composite Doors 
£ Porches 

■ Patio Doors 

# Conservatories 

■ Window & Door 
Repairs 

tFascias/ 

Guttering 

■ Building Work 
&Misted-up Units 


Wmukhfjid UimtowA Ouvutbla fPooH Cla&Ay Con&sJwaiolihA 


Established over 20 years 

Tel: 01215442222 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

window-warehouse.com windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm 
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lf your getting 
3 quotes make 
sure Carera is 
one of them!!!! 
Call us TODAY 
1384 442490 


flbpTQiialitv/A^ Rated 


WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 


Make your home warmer, quieter and safer 


Market leading Stourbridge double glazing 
business Carera Windows has fitted more 
than half a million quality windows and doors 
over the past 28 years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 


i 


r 


Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide 
a level of customer service that is second 
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 


Carera Windows has fitted more than half a million quality windows and doors 


Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday, Carera Windows was started by owner and 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured originally from home as a small enterprising 
using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. double glazing company supplying the local 
Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding area. Its housing association glazing contracts 

patio doors, french double doors and porches, and commercial premises work now also takes 


Carera prides itself on offering honest and professional expert advice 

the business across the country. Carera prides aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
itself on offering honest and professional expert sell. 

advice, installing 100 per cent high quality Carera can supply and fit from a single 

products, sensible prices and outstanding window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
customer service. small or to large for it. The company controls 

It has become a market leader in its area and every aspect of its projects. 


Products At Great Prices 
ffiockir§ ^sterns 
IrtM^Window & Door Svsti 






^^WiiSowf&^Door System's 

niBUh I | | I Bll 
■Payment On Completion 

O Full 10 Year Guarantee 

© No Deposit Required 




Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it 
opened in 1989. Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our 
visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes Visit our large beautiful showroom with 

all products on display for a warm welcome 


Proud to have worked with 


mm 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 















































Memorial game 
honours Richard 



Baggies stalwart, Richard Eades, who spent nearly 30 
years in various roles, and who died earlier this year 


TICKETS have gone on sale for a memorial football match 
in honour of a much-loved former referee and Albion mas¬ 
cot. Former Albion stars Andy Johnson, Geoff Horsfield 
and Lee Hughes are expected to turn out for the game 
which will be played between Boing FC and an Albion 
Legends side which will pay tribute to Richard Eades, who 
died in December, aged 42. 

The event will be held at Halesowen Town FC on Sun¬ 
day, April 29. Mascots from other football clubs will take 
part in a special mascot match before the main event while 
there will also be an nine-a-side football tournament earlier 
in the day. Richard spent nearly 30 years involved with 
Albion in a variety of roles, including, in more recent years, 
taking on the roles of mascots including Baggie Bird, Bag¬ 
gie Junior, and, from 2007, Albi. 

Tickets are available to buy from www.tickettailor.com/ 
events/richardeadesmemorialfund raiser/148087 


Dealer to 
repay £35k 
damages 
to police 


A CRIMINAL from Sandwell, who was paid 
£150,000 in damages over the botched Kevin 
Nunes murder probe has been forced to re¬ 
pay nearly £35,000. 

Antonio Christie, of Great Bridge, was handed the 
cash by Staffordshire Police after his conviction and 
imprisonment for the 2002 murder of Mr Nunes was 


overturned. 

Christie was separately 
jailed for nine years in 2006 
for drug trafficking, prompt¬ 
ing police to try to seize tens 
of thousands of pounds he 
had made through peddling 
cocaine and heroin. 

However, the 38-year-old 
paid back just £1 after he 
was found to have no known 
assets. But following the 
£150,000 damages payout, 
officers from the West Mid¬ 
lands Asset Confiscation En¬ 
forcement team have seized 
£34,792 to pay Christie’s 
confiscation order debt. 

Mr Nunes was pistol- 
whipped and shot five times 
in a country lane in Patting- 
ham, near Wolverhampton. 
Then in 2008, Christie, 
Adam Joof of Willenhall, 
Levi Walker of Birming¬ 
ham, and Owen Crooks and 


By David Cosgrove 

Michael Osbourne, both of 
Wolverhampton, were jailed 
after being found guilty of 
the 20-year-old’s death at 
Leicester Crown Court. 

However, their convic¬ 
tions and subsequent life jail 
terms were quashed at the 
High Court in 2012, after it 
was revealed details of po¬ 
lice failings had never been 
disclosed at the original 
murder trial. Christie and 
Levi Walker then launched 
civil legal action against the 
force, with the case settled 
out of court last year. 

The money recovered will 
go to the Police and Crime 
Commissioner’s ‘Active 
Citizens Fund’ which sees 
ill-gotten gains stripped 
from criminals and then 
used for good causes. 


We are 
your friendly, 
local dental 
professionals. 


We can help you 
solve your dental 
problems, painlessly. 

We are only a phone call away: 

0121 588 4541 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

www.confidence2smile.co.uk 
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WINTER MEUIOWN 


FURTHER 
REDUCTIONS 
Come 
and see 
instore! 


EVERYTHING! YOU WILL NOT FIND BETTER VALUE FOR MONEY ANYWHERE IN THE COUNTRY! 

1S11UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT CsS) 


CTTnz £1,000,000 WORTH OF QUALITY FURNITURE 
#il /n _ DRASTICALLY REDUCED IN PRICES _ 

-MANY ITEMS IN STOCK FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY! 


MADRID 3 SEATER AND 2 SEATER 
SOFAS WITH ATTRACTIVE 
SADDLE 
STITCH 



BOSS RECLINER CORNER SUITE 
IN RED, GREY & TAN 
WAS £1999 SAVE £1100 

MELTDOWN PRICE £899 

ALSO AVAILABLE AS 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER 

if m n 



MEGAN 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS 
IN BEIGE OR GREY FABRIC 
WAS £11 99 SAVE £600 
MELTDOWN PRICE £599 THE PAIR! 


MILANO 
2 SEATER SOFA 
PILLAR 
BOX RED 


£99 



BELLISSIMO SWIVEL RECLINER 
CHAIR & FOOT STOOL IN 
FABRIC & LEATHER 

WAS £291 
MELTDOWN PRICE 


rii 

w 


£199 


CHOOSE FROM OUR 
UNRIVALLED STOCKS 
OF MOBILITY CHAIRS 
IN LEATHER & 

FABRIC. MANY 
MODELS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 
SAVING UP TO 
50% EG 

ROBERTO LIFT & 

TILT IN LEATHER 

WAS £699 50% OFF 

MELTDOWN PRICE £349 



MELTDOWN 

BARGAINS 


LOUIS DESIGN FRENCH STYLE PAINTED 
CREAM RATTEN PARISIENNE 3+2 DRAWER 
NEWTON CHEST WITH 
CABRIOLE LEGS 
WAS £479 SAVE £230 
MELTDOWN PRICE 


BEDS - DIVANS - MATTRESSES 
DIRECT FROM OUR FACTORY 
OUR LOW, LOW PRICES 
JUST GOT EVEN LOWER!! 


£249 


SOLID ANTIQUE PINE 2 DOOR SI 
WARDROBE 
FULLY ASSEMBLED 
WAS £299 
MELTDOWN PRICE 


£149 


TALL SOLID OAK CHEVAL MIRROR 
WAS £189 SAVE £100 
ONE ONLY ! 
MELTDOWN PRICE 


IMPERIAL DOUBLE PLATINUM FINISH 
VICTORIAN STYLE BEDFRAME COMPLETE 
WITH LUXURY COIL SPRUNG ORTHO 
| MATTRESS IN BELGIAN DAMASK 

SAVE £500 MELTDOWN 
PRICE 

£399 

KING 
SIZE 
JUST 
£50 
EXTRA! 



£89 


3 PIECE BEDROOM SUITE IN ASSORTED 
FINISHES, INCLUDES DOUBLE WARDROBE 4 
DRAWER CHEST & TALL BEDSIDE 

ALL FULLY ASSEMBLED 
WAS £299 SAVE £100 
MELTDOWN PRICE 

£199 


NEWTON FRENCH DESIGN MARIE ANTOINETTE 
HEAVILY CARVED DRESSING TABLE & CARVED 
MIRROR IN SOLID MAHOGANY BY NEWTON 
WAS £489 SAVE £240 
MELTDOWN PRICE 


£249 


NEW ENGLAND SINGLE BLACK GLOSS WITH 
SH0W00D FACING SINGLE METAL BEDFRAME 
WAS £139 SAVE £70 
MELTDOWN PRICE 


£69 


( FURNITURE FACTORY I 

OUTLET STORE | 


10 SETS ONLY AVAILABLE 


PLUS...UP TO 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS 

Huge range of r 3 

mirrors, bar stools, ■ 
lamps, pictures, BJ A 

coffee tables etc. MI 11 


CRUSHED VELVET DOUBLE 
DIVAN BASE WITH MEMORY 
MASTER MATTRESS & CRYSTAL 



MELTDOWN PRICE £249 


HUNDREDS OF Bl 
DIVANS & MATTRESSES TO 
TAKE 
AWAY 


SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
I D0UBLE MATT FROM £59 
MELTDOWN UP TO 50% OFF | KING MATT FROM £79 



NOT INCLUDED 
SINGLE WAS £399 MELTDOWN £199 
DOUBLE WAS £499 MELTDOWN £249 
KING WAS £599 MELTDOWN £299 


SILVER METAL BUNK BEDS 
(MAKES 2 SINGLES IF REQUIRED) 
WITH 2 QUALITY SPRUNG 
MATTRESSES 
WAS £399 
HALF PRICE 
ONLY 20 
SETS PER 
STORE 


£199 




B F C 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-5.30PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 



CHOICES WINDOWS 


www.choiceswindows.co.uk 

100 Sedgley Road, Woodsetton, Dudley DY1 4LJ 

01902 884581 

Email: sales@choiceswindows.co.uk 
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Fears growing 
on scandal of 
steel pensions 

A MAJOR pensions mis-selling scandal 
has seen British Steel Pension Scheme 
(BSPS) members ‘shamelessly bamboo¬ 
zled’, say MPs. 

The Work and Pensions Committee 
said it had received worrying evidence 
about financial advice provided to mem¬ 
bers of the BSPS, which includes hun¬ 
dreds in the Black Country. 

While only a handful of steel industry 
sites remaining - including Tata Steel in 
Wednesbury - a decade ago there were a 
dozen employing more than a thousand 
people. Many of them signed up to the 
British Steel Pension Scheme. Nation¬ 
wide, the scheme still had 122,000 mem¬ 
bers last year. 

But the committee says BSPS mem¬ 
bers had over the past year ‘been ex¬ 
ploited for cynical personal gain by 
dubious financial advisers in tandem 
with parasitical so-called introducers’. 

Steelworkers yet to reach pension 
age were encouraged to transfer their 
defined benefit pension rights into a 
defined contribution pension, known as 
making a DB transfer. Such transfers 
may offer people readier access to cash 
and can be in the interests of people with 
a low life expectancy. But transferring 
away from a DB pension or a ‘final sal¬ 
ary’ scheme is not usually in someone’s 
interests, the committee said. 

Chance to go laa 
Laa for story time 

THE actress who plays Laa Laa in The 
Teletubbies will lead a bedtime story 
session at a beds store in Wednesbury. 

Bensons for Beds, which recently 
opened in Gallagher Shopping Park, is 
encouraging children to switch off their 
screens and read before they go to bed. 
The event will be held between 10am 
and 1pm on March 3. Nikky Smedley, 
best known for her role as Laa Laa, will 
be one of the readers. 


FOCUS ON WEDNESBURY 


Chief says station closures 
will help boost Pc numbers 


EIGHT police stations in the Black Country ear¬ 
marked for closure cost almost a £1 million a year 
to run, including Wednesbury’s base. 

West Midlands police and crime commissioner (PCC) 
David Jamieson plans to shut 24 stations across the West 
Midlands. The scheme will save £5m, which will go toward 


protecting 100 officer posts,' 

Stations to close in the re¬ 
gion include Sedgley, Oldbury, 
Smethwick, Wednesbury, 
Aldridge and Wednesfield. 

At a meeting of the policing 
and crime panel, Andy Kelly, 
head of fleet services, pre¬ 
sented the proposal, marking 
the start of a consultation on 
the scheme with MPs, council¬ 
lors and neighbourhood watch 
members. 

The presentation revealed 
the annual costs for each sta¬ 
tion, including figures for heat¬ 
ing, lights, business rates and 
cleaning. 

Wednesfield costs £285,998 a 
year, Aldridge £221,758, Smeth¬ 
wick £217,724, Wednesbury 
£100,413, Sedgley £48,623, Tip- 
ton £45,703, Oldbury £43,238 
and Prouds Lane in Bilston, 
£4,341 - meaning the total an¬ 
nual cost of the eight stations, 
none of which are open to the 
public, is £967,798. 

Mr Kelly said: “These build¬ 
ings are underutilised and hav¬ 
en’t necessarily got a lot of staff 


Le said. 

Report by Alex Ross 

in them, but cost quite a lot to 
run. Over a number of years we 
have seen a shrinking of police 
officers and staff but not nec¬ 
essary in the size of the estate. 
So we have ended up at a point 
now where we have too much 
estate and it really is in very 
poor condition.” 

Money from the sale of the 
buildings will go toward savings 
and the refurbishment of other 
parts of the police estate. Some 
buildings that remain will be 
knocked down and built again. 

Sharing spaces with the fire 
service, NHS and councils is to 
be considered. 

Mr Jamieson said: “After 
£145m cuts since 2010, and 
with the level of funding from 
the Government squeezed year 
on year, I am having to con¬ 
tinue to find efficiencies to pro¬ 
tect office numbers. The £5m 
annual savings proposed in this 
strategy will protect 100 police 
officer posts.” 


Trendy Fiat 500 
models sought 
by car thieves 

THIEVES are targeting souped-up ver¬ 
sion of a trendy modern classic - the Fiat 
Abarth 595. Nine of the vehicles, a perfor¬ 
mance model of the Fiat 500 and priced from 
£17,000, were stolen in the Black Country in 
January, including from a couple who live in 
Wednesbury 

Another standard Fiat 500 was taken 
from a property in Stafford. Many victims 
said their vehicles were taken without keys 
or smashed glass. Police recently highlighted 
the use of relay devices that push signals 
from electronic car keys to vehicles parked 
outside. Thieves have made use of the high- 
tech gadgets to steal valuable cars without 
having to force entry. 

Simon Williams, spokesman for the RAC 
Foundation, said: “Owners need to take 
extra precautions, while police need to clamp 
down on vehicle thefts.” 

Dave and Simone Beebee had their navy 
blue Abarth stolen from their driveway in 
Ellway Street in Wednesbury in the early 
hours of January 29. The vehicle was bought 
only two months earlier from an Arnold 
Clark dealership in Oldbury. 

When it was stolen the keys were still 
inside their house. Mr Beebee said: “It all 
Simone and David Beebee, of Wednesbury, who had their Fiat 595 Abarth stolen seems too much of a coincidence.” 




In association with 

CHRONICLE 


< 



Harry Styles Live 

in Birmingham 

Departing Saturday 7 Apr 

from Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Day Excursion 

✓ Reserved seat ticket to see Harry Styles at the 
Genting Arena 


Celebrate VE Day 

with Vera Lynn Tribute 

Departing Friday 4 May 

from Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at the Warner Corton Coastal 
Village, Lowestoft 

✓ Friday evening musical entertainment by The 
Mersey Legends 

✓ Vera Lynn tribute show on Saturday evening 

✓ Excursion to Norwich 


Day Trip 

by Coach 


3 Days 

by Coach 


£ 180 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. 
Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please cal 


DISTRIBUTION 


or visit online at: 


5 'call: 03300 130 051 Quote OMRT 

omegabreaks.com/RT minutes packages oth 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
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The doors open 

Friday lOam SHARP! 


COUSINS FURNITURE, CARPETS, BEDS & HOMEWARES 

£6 MILLION 

CLEARANCE 

3 DAYS - THIS FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


LIVING ROOM 


GPLAN Marple high back 3 seater (double recliners) 
power chair & storage stool 

lyfiTSHEMiti 

£1175 

PREMIER 

Otto leather swivel chair on chrome base 

lAiyikki ■veehtw 

£244 

FOOTSTOOLS 

Assorted designs, colours and finishes 

From £39 

BUOYANT 

Palin 2 seater sofabed 

Lf-AVAi-Vxl mm hxlxu 

£227 

PARKER KNOLL 

Burghley large 2 seater sofa and chair 

lAWilMifil f jiVUN 

£982 


BEDROOM 


BAKER 

Bournemouth double wardrobe 

IAiy>iM:l IVEEHiEWl 

£571 

WILLIS &GAMBIER 

Ivory 6 drawer chest 

IMIJi-ikJ ■VEEUBW 

£367 

CHENIN 

Sliding door wardrobe (230cm) 
lAlllJwfeki ■VEErawm 

£244 


MYERS 

Flexistore king size mattress 

lAWilaiW IWffilifeiiiil 

£138 

HEADBOARDS 

Assorted designs and finishes 

From £15 

REST ASSURED 

Silk 1400 king size drawer divan set 

lAWthr.i.J Mimwim 

£373 


a local family business 


BE EARLY FOR THE 
BEST BARGAINS!! 

We have been busy all week marking down 
prices of every single item in all stores to a 
fraction of the normal price for the Cousins 

£6 MILLION CLEARANCE EVENT. 

This is a unique event, we urgently need to clear out huge stocks 
from our showrooms and warehouses, to make way for an 
unprecedented number of exciting new collections for Spring 2018, 
plus further reductions on all end of sale items. 

Before Christmas we completed an extensive redecorating and 
merchandising programme to enhance our in store experience 
and give even more retail theatre and inspiration. The success of 
these new galleries and brands, has led to us ordering an 
enormous amount of new season collections and associated stock. 

ALL EXISTING STOCK MUST BE CLEARED - 
SOME AT COST OR EVEN LESS!! 

With their imminent arrival, we must immediately dispose of vast 
quantities of sofas, chairs, beds, dining, bedroom and occasional 
furniture plus accessories and rugs at unbelievably low prices, 
including all the trusted brands. 

THERE WILL ALSO BE BIG DISCOUNTS OFF 
ALL SPECIAL MADE TO ORDER ITEMS. 

(ousins 

Established 1985 


DINING ROOM 

ERCOL 

Teramo dining table and 6 chairs 

£1274 

HALO 

Le Havre compact 3 drawer sideboard 

BAWilifeW WlEMMiW 

£198 

MANOR HOUSE 

Solid ash dining table and 6 chairs 

lAMW ■wsEurcw 

£298 

WILLIS & GAMBIER 

Villa Cortina 3 drawer sideboard 

£836 

DINING CHAIRS TO CLEAR 

Assorted styles and designs 

From £10 

FLOORING 

RIO TWIST 

Plain easy care carpet with stain guard 

lAWtMll ■TOKasiM 

£9m 2 

STANZE Large pebble rugs (150 x 210cm) 

Less than half price to clear! 

£199 

AXMINSTER 

Glenavy design Fire Dance 

Huge savings off normal price! 

Save 50% 

HOMEWARES 

DENBY Dinner sets 

All existing stock must be cleared - 
While stocks last! 

Save 60% 

SCATTER CUSHIONS 

Assorted designs and colours 

From £4 

JOSEPH JOSEPH 

Kitchenware stock must be cleared! 

Save 35% 


cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. B11 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300 Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500 

CLEARANCE OPENING TIMES: Friday lOam - 6pm, Saturday 9.30am - 6pm, Sunday 11am - 5pm 

Offer not available on web specials or in-store concessions. Certain items shown are one only and subject to availability. 
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Tall Ships Regatta 

City of Liverpool 

Departing Saturday 26 May 

from Brownhills, Cannock, Walsall & Wol¬ 
verhampton 


The Royal Scot Steam Train 

& the Railway Children 

Departing Sunday 24 Jun 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


More than 
fifty sex 
offenders 
at large 

MORE than 50 convicted sex offenders from 
across the West Midlands are at large, ac¬ 
cording to official police figures. 

Forces in the West Midlands, Staffordshire and 
West Mercia said they do not know the whereabouts 
of 55 sex offenders - including two who have been on 
the run for more than a decade. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at a selected hotel, North West 
area 

✓ Excursion to Liverpool to see the Tall Ships 
Regatta on Sunday and Parade of Sail on 
Monday 


3 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 150 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

t/ Royal Scot steam train journey on the Keighley 
& Worth Valley Railway 


2 Days 

by Coach 


only 

£ 140 


The figures include paedo¬ 
philes and rapists and show 
the region has the second 
highest number of missing 
sex offenders in England. 

Staffordshire Police has 
lost track of five sex offend¬ 
ers, while West Midlands 
Police said 46 had gone 
missing, with five going on 
the run since the start of 
this year. West Mercia Po¬ 
lice and Warwickshire Po¬ 
lice said four were at large, 
including one who has been 
missing for 11 years. West 
Midlands Police are also 
trying to track down a sex 
offender who disappeared 


Coach package holidays are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions which are based on the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


in 2006. 

The figures, released 


or to book, please call: 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

■ a irl ^\/e / 1 1 T* 033 numbers are free within inclusi 

Or Visit online at: J Llo Ly I v/l I vldy O. LUI I 1/ lx I minutes packages otherwise stand; 


rates apply. 


under the Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act, have prompted 
concerns over child safety, 
with politicians on all sides 
urging police to redouble 


By Peter Madeley 

their efforts. Eddie Hughes, 
the Conservative MP for 
Walsall North, said: “Fun¬ 
damentally, this is not a 
huge number of offenders to 
keep tabs on, so you would 
think the police would 
be able to allocate the re¬ 
sources required to track 
them down.” 

West Midlands Police re¬ 
fused to name those miss¬ 
ing, insisting that doing so 
would ‘breach a third par¬ 
ty’s data protection rights’. 

Chief Inspector Nicola 
Court from West Midlands 
Police Integrated Offender 
Management Unit, said in¬ 
vestigations were in place to 
trace all 46 missing offend¬ 
ers. She said the force be¬ 
lieved that 14 of them had 
fled the country. 


Muggers target 
MP on way home 



West Bromwich West MP Adrian Bailey, aged 72, 
was mugged on his way home from Westminster 


A SANDWELL MP was mugged by a gang of thugs in a ter¬ 
rifying robbery. Adrian Bailey, aged 72, says robbers made 
off with his wallet and mobile phone when he was attacked 
on his way home from Westminster. 

The Labour MP for West Bromwich West, told how he 
was near to his flat in Southwark, south London, on Tues¬ 
day at around 10pm when he was approached by a gang of 
up to six assailants who attacked him from ‘all sides’. 

Mr Bailey said that he was ‘boxed in’ and knocked to the 
ground. During the tussle he says he received ‘a number of 
blows’ and was hit over the head with a large plastic milk 
container. The gang made off with his wallet and phone 
before he was able to report the attack to the police. The 
Met has launched an investigation into the incident. 

Mr Bailey said did not require hospital treatment but 
was ‘badly shaken up’. He said today: “I appreciate that 
many other people have gone through what I went through 
last night and it really brought home to me the value of 
having bobbies on the beat to deter such attacks.” 


www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 

0121 550 9095 


THEBtG 

PETSI25| 


The pet lovers pet store 


aCANa 

MMHM *S AMMN MIIHMI 

4/ 


)(ILI(IS Stockist of the JULIUS 
K-9 Julius K9 Harness K-9 

o Dogs Welcome In Store 

o Open 7 Days A week 

o Free Parking 

o Natural Pet Care 

o Free Harness Fitting Service 


Hereward Rise. Halesowen. B62 8AN 

HYPOALLERGENIC & 

GRAIN FREE PET FOOD 

1000's Products For Dogs, Cats, 
Small Animals, Wild Birds. Pet 
Birds, Reptiles & Fish 


EASTER EGGS for Pets 
NOW IN STORE 


We Are Social... 





Quality Raw Feeding Speciali 
Complete Meals * Free Advice 
Bones & Minces * Supplements 
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THURSDAY 8TH MARCH 4PM-7PM 


SATURDAY 10TH MARCH 11AM-3PM 


@ CENTRAL CAMPUS, SPON LANE, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6AW 



SEE OUR 

AMAZING 

FACILITIES 



Ofstecl 

Good 

Provider 


www.sandwell.ac.uk 


□ OO 
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“Disgraced 
lawyer hid 
assets to 
avoid debts 

A DISGRACED lawyer who brought false 
claims against Iraq War heroes hid his as¬ 
sets to try and avoid paying debts before 
declaring himself bankrupt. 

Phil Shiner, from Birmingham, rid him¬ 
self of nearly £500,000 worth of assets in¬ 
cluding houses and guitars by giving them 
to family members and his law firm Public 
Interest Lawyers (PIL) in the six months 
before he filed for bankruptcy, denying 
creditors money owed to them. 

The 61-year-old solicitor petitioned for 
bankruptcy in March 2017, declaring that 
he had no money to pay his creditors fol¬ 
lowing the closure of his practice. 

It came a month after he was struck off 
for acting dishonestly in bringing murder 
and torture claims against British Iraq 
War veterans. 

Shiner transferred ownership of his 
house worth £300,000 with no mortgage, 
along with two guitars he valued at £3,500 
and other artwork, to a family trust in De¬ 
cember 2016, insolvency officials said. 

The terms of the trust allowed Mr Shiner 
to remain living in the property, despite 
not owning it. 

Mr Shiner then transferred from Pub¬ 
lic Interest Lawyer Limited’s accounts 
£94,908 into a personal pension fund and 
a further £74,485 was placed into a trust 
account to help maintain his family. 

However, investigations into his finances 
revealed the transactions and £483,538 has 
been recovered. This includes selling Mr 
Shiner’s home, which the Official Receiver 
is in the process of doing. 

Justin Dionne, official receiver from 
the Insolvency Service, said: “Mr Shiner 
thought he could be clever by giving away 
his assets to his family members so that 
when he declared himself bankrupt there 
wasn’t anything to pay his creditors with. 

“Sadly he was mistaken as all his activi¬ 
ties were easily spotted.” 

Bowel illness 
service gets 
recognition 

A LEADING service at Sandwell and Bir¬ 
mingham NHS Trust trust for patients 
suffering bowel conditions has been recog¬ 
nised by NHS England. 

The Faecal Incontinence and Consti¬ 
pation Healthcare (Finch) service has 
been heralded as leading change, adding 
value, and most importantly providing a 
life-changing service for patients enduring 
debilitating symptoms that kept many as 
virtual recluses in their own homes. 

As a result, NHS England has filmed a 
video which showcases the good work that 
has been done within the trust and how it 
has benefitted patients suffering from in¬ 
continence and constipation. 

Elizabeth Clarson, bowel functional 
clinical nurse specialist, said: “We are very 
honoured and privileged to have been rec¬ 
ognised by NHS England. This is a whole 
team effort as we all have been working 
hard together to ensure we can provide the 
best care for our patients. 

“Our service specialises in bowel con¬ 
ditions. We have provided training to five 
centres across the country and presented 
our data at local and national conferences. 

“We hope that by working with NHS 
England on this video, we will be able to 
continue to achieve these results and en¬ 
able more patients to benefit from this 
treatment improving their symptoms and 
quality of life.” 

To watch the video log onto https://www. 
england.nhs.uk/leadingchange/lcav-in-ac- 
tion/videos/#finch. 

Soccer schedule 
hit by cold snap 

FOOTBALL matches on council pitches 
have unfortunately had to be cancelled for 
the weekend due to wintry weather and 
the forecast for the end of the week. 

This applies to all council pitches and the 
Warley Sunday Football League has been 
consulted. 


New Street air monitoring research finds 
Nitrogen Dioxide levels are beyond EU limits 


UNIVERSITY researchers have undertak¬ 
en one of the most comprehensive air quali¬ 
ty monitoring projects at Birmingham New 
Street railway station. 

The results showed that, whilst the legal re¬ 
quirements limits were met, concentrations of 
Nitrogen Dioxide (N02) were in excess of EU 
Public Health limits, particularly on those plat¬ 
forms adjacent to tracks mainly used by diesel 
trains. 

The concentrations of particulate matter 
(both PM10 and PM2.5) were also in excess of 
the EU public health limits but not to the same 
extent as the N02 concentrations. 

The research, published in the Journal of 


By David Banner 


Rail and Rapid Transit, used findings from the 
station over a three month period in late 2016/ 
early 2017. 

Staff and students from the Birmingham 
Centre for Rail Research and Education at the 
University of Birmingham and Network Rail 
worked together to carry out the extensive 
monitoring programme of air quality at the 
station. 

The major peak of N02 occurred in the early 
morning and late evening when diesel trains 
were idling in the station having just arrived 


from, or waiting to leave for their depots. These 
trains were built before emissions limits were 
introduced in 2006, and therefore are not sub¬ 
ject to current legislation. 

Professor Chris Baker explained: “Whilst in¬ 
dividual peaks of pollutant could sometimes be 
identified with the presence of specific trains in 
the platform, this was not always the case. 

“This suggests that the spread of pollutants 
through the station is quite complex.” 

The results also showed that the pollutant 
concentrations were sensitive to weather con¬ 
ditions outside the station, with still conditions 
resulting in high concentrations, and windier 
conditions producing lower concentrations. 


New Street station in the centre of Birming¬ 
ham is the seventh busiest station in the UK 
and the busiest outside of London, with 170,000 
passengers using the station on a daily basis. 

Birmingham New Street station has 12 plat¬ 
forms beneath the large, new concourse, in a 
tunnel like environment, and the enclosed 
space is considerably smaller than other en¬ 
closed railway stations, such as London Pad¬ 
dington. 

Although the station is electrified, many of 
the train services run on non-electrified routes 
and as a result, there are approximately 600 
diesel train movements per day at New Street 
station. 


M6 resurfacing work goes 
thanks to waterproof layer 



Pictures by Highways England Diggers pull up the motorway surface for the works 


Report by Charlotte Callear 

IT looks like a giant swimming pool 
being built in the middle of the M6. 

But this is actually a new waterproof 
layer to help stop the motorway crum¬ 
bling as sub-zero temperatures bite. 

The blue layer in the picture on the right 
has been put down with a new road surface 
over the top to prevent problems caused by 
winter weather such as potholes. 

The majority of work has been on the north¬ 
bound carriageway of the M6 near junction 7 
for Great Barr. 

The condition of the carriageway surface 
has deteriorated as a result of one of the wet¬ 
test years on record followed by a winter spell 
of falling temperatures. 

This has resulted in water finding its way 
into the carriageway, freezing and then lifting 
and breaking up the road surface above it as 
it thaws. 

Motorists were once again able to use all 
three lanes on the M6 on Monday, said High¬ 
ways England. 

The road now has three narrow lanes in 
operation for the morning traffic along with a 
temporary speed limit in place. 

Replacement expansion joints will also be 
installed in the carriageway. 

Temporary 

These are designed to allow movement 
within the structure and also add further 
water protection. 

The remainder of the essential work is tak¬ 
ing place overnight while the road is at its 
quietest. 

There were full overnight closures on the 
M6 northbound junction 7 to junction 8 from 
10pm to 6am up until Sunday. 

Meanwhile, a man suffered severe injuries 
after a collision on the M6 which shut the mo¬ 
torway for 11 hours. 

Motorists faced long delays in the morn¬ 
ing rush hour on Monday, after the incident 
reportedly involving a van, three cars and a 
pedestrian. 

It happened just to the south of junction 13 


A new waterproof layer is put down 

close to Cannock and affected both carriage¬ 
ways. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service spokes¬ 
man Murray MacGregor explained: “On ar¬ 
rival, ambulance staff found a man who had 


suffered very significant injuries. The exact 
circumstances of what had happened were not 
clear.” 

He was anaesthetised at scene before being 
taken to the major trauma centre at Royal 


Stoke University Hospital in a critical condi¬ 
tion. 

The incident at 11.20pm on Sunday closed 
the motorway southbound between junction 14 
for Stafford North and junction 12 at Gailey. 


Burglars steal cars as family inside sleeping 



One of the offenders keeping a look out Two of the cars which were taken, Audis 


BURGLARS made off in three cars worth more 
than £80,000 after breaking into a house and 
stealing keys while a family slept. 

One of the two intruders, acting as a look¬ 
out, was captured on camera hiding in a neigh¬ 
bour’s garden. The pair returned after 45 
minutes to steal the third car. 

Police have launched an investigation into 
the theft in West Bromwich - involving a BMW 
and two Audis - which took place as the occu¬ 
pants, including young children, slept inside. 

The family has put up a four-figure reward 
for information leading to the recovery of one 
or more of the cars, or the arrest of either of 
those responsible. 

Paul Green, owner of the BMW, said: “No- 
one was hurt but it makes me angry that they 
coolly broke in to our home while we were 
asleep.” 

The burglars struck just before 4am last 
Monday while Mr Green, his parents, sister and 
her partner and their two children, aged seven 


and two, were in their beds. CCTV footage from 
a neighbour living opposite the semi-detached 
house in Oldbury Road, Greets Green, showed 
one of the offenders standing and crouching 
behind their front garden wall, keeping a look 


out. After 20 minutes, his accomplice emerged 
from the property and the pair spoke briefly on 
the drive before making off in the Audi A6 and 
Audi S3. 

Around 45 - 50 minutes later, one of them 


returned on foot and drove off in the BMW 3 
series, having stolen the keys earlier. The total 
value of the cars is estimated to be £80,000 - 
£ 100 , 000 . 

Mr Green, aged 30, who works in sales for 
Laidlaw in Willenhall, said he got up at around 
7.30am to find the front door wide open and 
his car missing but assumed another member 
of the family had borrowed or moved it. 

In the kitchen he found cupboard doors open 
and went upstairs to check with his sister. She 
looked out of the window to find the two Audis 
were also missing. 

Police officers attended the scene and carried 
out forensic tests. 

Mr Green said: “It’s the first time I’ve owned 
a car of that nature and I want it back. Failing 
that, I want to see those responsible caught and 
justice done. 

Anyone with information about the crime is 
asked to call West Midlands Police on 101 giv¬ 
ing crime reference 20SW/39906L/18. 
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My conservatory 
used to stress 
me out” 


It was always either too hot or too 
cold. It was noisy when it rained. 

It was uncomfortable and, truth be 
told, it was an embarrassment. 

But then I found out about the 
Guardian Warm Roof, and all of 
a sudden, my conservatory is now 
a pleasant, lovely place to relax 
and enjoy, in fact I love my ‘new’ 
conservatory. 

It’s everything I always wanted 
it to be. So, now there’s 
absolutely no stress in my life; 
and that feels great! 


Find out how the 
Guardian Warm Roof 
can de-stress your life! 

Call for a FREE 
home survey today. 




West 

Midlands 

DOUBLE 

GLAZING 


Quality Double Glazing you can trust 


Telephone: 0121 532 0784/0800 080 7076 

Email: wmglazing@hotmail.com 

Web: www.westmidlandsguardian.co.uk 



y\ 
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Certificate No: EWS320 
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A ROWAN 

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 



telephone: 01384 213644 
telephone: 01902 898257 
mob: 07733 226568 

Email: info@rowangroup.co.uk 
www.rowangroup.co.uk 


L 


About Rowan Tree & Garden Services 

R owan Tree & Garden Services started life in 2007, solely 
dedicated to tree surgery and landscaping, covering all 
aspects of gardening work 
throughout the Midlands. 

Ten years on our expansion 
continues as we base our business 
on our core values of a 'can-do' at¬ 
titude which is echoed throughout 
the company. We deliver an open, 
honest and bespoke experience to 
all of our clients, both domestic and 
commercial. We encourage trans¬ 
parency at all times within the busi¬ 
ness, ensuring that constant communication is kept between 
our team and you. This has allowed us to build a loyal and estab 



uui aiiu yuu. 


lished customer base in the Midlands, helping drive recommen¬ 
dations through word of mouth. 

Each member of the team at Rowan Tree & Garden Services 
is DBS checked, holding the relevant 
qualifications and utilising a range of 
experience in the industry. 

We're made up of highly-skilled 
tradesmen that have time-served 
skills, ready to help you meet your spe¬ 
cific needs. Your garden is often a focal 
point of your home and should reflect 
your ideal space. 

When it comes to garden land¬ 
scaping, we can do it all. From a small 
garden clearance to a full landscaping makeover we're the com¬ 
pany that/can. 


.uWv 






Using the latest equipment we're able to provide: ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY • STUMP GRINDING / ROOT 
REMOVAL • FULL LANDSCAPES • SITE CLEARANCE • FENCING, TURFING & SLABBING • Planting. 



ALL MAJOR CARDS ACCIPTID 
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£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
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Food served: Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30 
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To advertise your 
pub, restaurant or 
venue here 

please call Daniel Eccles on 
01384353227 


It's an age-old tale 
of fun for Quartet 


I t has an all-star cast. Quartet 
features Paul Nicholas, Wendi 
Peters, Sue Holderness and Jeff 
Rawle and tells the charming tale 
of four ageing opera singers. The 
show, which opens at Birmingham’s 
REP on Tuesday and runs until March 
10, tells the story of Cecily, Reggie and 
Wilfred, who reside in a magnificent 
retirement home in Kent. 

The rumour circling the halls is that the home is soon 
to play host to a new resident. Word is, it’s a star. Jean 
arrives and old rivalries resurface, secrets are revealed 
and chaos unfolds, but in true theatrical tradition - the 
show must go on. 

Paul Nicholas is best known for his work in The Real 
Marigold Hotel and Just Good Friends, Wendi Peters 
starred in Coronation Street and Oh What A Lovely War!, 
Sue Holderness played Marlene in Only Fools and Horses 
and The Green Green Grass while Jeff Rawle became 
a household name in Harry Potter and Drop The Dead 
Donkey. 

Their work in the new revival of the bitter-sweet comedy 
has dazzled critics. Quartet was created by the Oscar- 
winning writer Sir Ronald Harwood and is a celebration 
of the twilight years and the hilarity of growing old 
disgracefully. 

The character who causes the disruption at the Kentish 
retirement home is played by Sue Holderness, who 
featured alongside Boycie in Only Fools and Horses. 

GENERATION 

She says: “My character in Quartet, Jean Horton, was 
a major star in the world of opera. In her heyday she was 
known as one of the finest sopranos of her generation. 
She retired very early, apparently to settle down and 
spend time with her children. 

“We discover during the play that there was rather more 
to it than that. She is a diva. She still thinks of herself 
as a major star and expects all those around her 
to jump to her every whim. She’s really rather a 
monster - so thrilling to play. 

“The four characters are very different and 
seeing them interacting is great fun. Ronald 
Harwood is the most wonderful writer. I’ve 
been blessed in my career to be offered roles 
written by some of the very finest writers - Alan *‘<7 
Ayckbourn, George Bernard Shaw, Terence 
Rattigan and, of course, the genius John Sullivan. 

Ronald Harwood is up there with the best of 
them.” 

She relates to the play because it 
focuses on the ageing process. “You 
ask me to give advice about the hilarity 
of growing old! Much of it isn’t hilarious 
at all. Bits of you start to creak and 
the memory goes walkabout. My 
character in this is waiting for a new 
hip and is in constant pain, which 
probably accounts for some of her 
grumpiness. But my advice would 
simply be to keep going. Walk a lot, 
eat well and laugh. Laughter really 
is the best medicine - so come and 
see Quartet.” 

Actor Paul Nicholas has been 
enjoying working with his fellow 
cast and is happy to be on the 
road. 

“It helps that we’re playing old 
people, other than Wendi who’s 
a child. If you’re working with 
slightly more mature actors 
they’ve been there and done 
it all, so it’s a bit more easy¬ 
going.” 

He was looking for a role 



that reflected on growing old and was delighted when he 
stumbled upon Quartet. 

“I was looking to do something for an older 
guy and I came across this play. I thought it 
was excellent and very well written. It’s a very 
good comment on what it’s like to be older, 

CQ especially as an older performer - the 

| difficulties, the fun, the various moods and 
J 1 things that become apparent when you get 
J older. 

There’s one great line ‘we don’t actually 

change, I’m still the same person’. 
It’s true, we do basically stay 
the same. I try to anyway. 
Every so often you get a job 
that makes you think ‘that’s 
really good’, and this is 
one of those occasions. 
“When people come to 
see it, particularly older 
people, will recognise 
things that happen. It 
sounds awful but it’s 
actually quite funny. 

As long as you can 
keep your sense 
of humour above 
anything, you’re OK. 
Being old can be very 
enjoyable and you can 
still have a lot of fun.” 
Wendi Peters has 
enjoyed being on the 
road since leaving 
Coronation Street, 
where she played Cilia 
Battersby-Brown. 

“I think it’s going 
to be a lovely tour; 
we go to really lovely 
venues. I think it’s going 



Being old can be 
very enjoyable and 
you can still have a 
lot of fun 


to be a lovely, sedate tour with lots of cups of tea, lots 
of sightseeing... as well as doing the play in beautiful 
theatres. 

“I saw the film when it first came out and again when 
we started rehearsals; I was pleasantly surprised at how 
different they are. The film is beautiful and very gentle .. . 
the play is outright funny! 

“We’re laughing at bits ourselves, and we had a select 
audience the other day and were thrilled at how much 
they were laughing out loud. There probably isn’t a page 
of dialogue that goes by without a big laugh.” 

Jeff Rawle, meanwhile, thinks the comedy is touching. 
“It’s very funny because the whole point is that they’re 
ageing opera singers who were successful in their day 
so they’re all highly individual and eccentric people, all 
together in various states of decay. In some ways, they’re 
starting to return to their childhoods and their past has 
become very important to them. 

“I think people living with older parents, or who are 
getting old themselves, will recognise the traits - but 
they’re dealt with great humour. It’s very well written.” 

Andy Richardson 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 










On crest of 

Breakthrough band Pale Waves are riding 
the crest of success with tour dates selling 
out as the My Obsession quartet prepare 
to play for a full house at Birmingham’s 02 
Academy 3 tomorrow night (Friday). 

This month the Kohl-eyed indie pop outfit formed 
at Manchester University are more than living up to 
the ‘next big thing’ status afforded by the BBC Sound 
of 2018 listing and NME Under the Radar award. This 
month they release The Tide, a new track from their 
forthcoming All The Things I Never Said EP, a follow up 
to their singles My Obsession and New Year’s Eve. 

Everything Everything have further refined their 
jittery angular take on indie rock with fourth album 
A Fever Dream, again distinctive due to the soaring 
vocals of Jonathan Higgs, and they will be in concert 
at the 02 Academy on Saturday. 

The Modfather himself, Paul Weller, former The Jam 



the Waves 

and Style Council frontman and a solo success for 
26 years, is in concert at the Genting Arena tomorrow 
with songs from across his 40-year career including 
13th studio album A Kind Of Revolution. The Strypes 
support. Then on Saturday the Genting hosts the pride 
of Ramsbottom, Elbow, as Guy Garvey and co bring 
their Little Fictions tour with more majestic melancholy 
rock. 

Leeds outfit Hookworms bring their electro-psych- 
pop, as heard on the new Microshift album, to the 
Hare and Hounds in Kings Heath on Sunday and 
international eight-piece Superorganism, who have 
released brilliant pop track Everybody Wants To Be 
Famous, showcase their self-titled debut album at the 
02 Institute in Digbeth on Monday. 

Gwenno brings her Cornish psychedelic folk to the 
Hare and Hounds next Thursday (March 8), the same 
night reactivated synth pop legends Blancmange play 
the venue’s other room. 


Great entertainer 
in his price range 


THERE was a brilliant 
moment at The Royal Variety 
Performance when Brian 
Conley was standing on 
stage with his old mate 
Bradley Walsh. 

“I’m going to do an impression,” 
Brian said. “This is Bradley Walsh.” 
He faced away from the audience 
at the London Palladium and as 
Bradley looked on, none the wiser, 
Brian wrapped cellotape around his 
face so that his nose was squashed 
and his eyes wrinkled. He turned to 
face the audience, aped his mate’s 
accent and stood right next to him. 

“I’m Bradley.” The audience 


roared. And then he started to jog 
across the stage. Bradley looked 
at Brian, jaw dropping somewhere 
near the floor. 

“What are you doing, Brian.” 

“The Chase.” 

Boom. 

Conley has been entertaining 
people for 45 years, having got his 
first paying gig at the age of 12. 

During that time, he’s made 
five Royal Variety Performance 
appearances and been the lead in 
such musicals as Me and My Girl, 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Hairspray, 
Oliver!, The Music Man, Barnum 
and Jolson for which he was 
nominated for an Olivier Award. 



He’s also won a raft of TV awards 
and a British Comedy Award. 

He’s not done badly for a kid who 
was in the remedial class at school. 

He’s on the road again with 
his one-man show. It’s called 
Brian Conley - Still The Greatest 
Entertainer In His Price Range, a 
typically self-deprecating title. 

The show is at Wolverhampton’s 
Grand Theatre on March 10 and 
he’s added a matinee because the 
evening show is almost sold out. 

He will also be at Lichfield Garrick 
on April 6 and Birmingham’s New 
Alexandra Theatre on May 13. 


Pokey around In 
American sounds 

Retro Americana drawing 
on blues and western 

swing comes to | JBk 

Birmingham’s 02 M I r, 

Institute on Wednesday 4PV m \ 

when Missouri’s Pokey 1 J y m I 

LaFarge makes a rare W** MR ■ J 

Midlands appearance. 

Born Andrew Heissler V' y Sr 

and nicknamed Pokey as 
a child, LaFarge first caught 
the eye and ear in the UK when 
his old time sound and look was showcased on TV 
by Jools Holland, performing the La La Blues and 
Drinkin’ Whiskey. He has released eight albums, 
the most recent being Manic Revelations. 


Changing wombs 
with mirth and music 

Former EastEnders star Cheryl Fergison will join 
Maureen Nolan, Casualty’s Rebecca Wheatley and 
comedienne Hilary O’Neil in Menopause The Musical 
at Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre - an all-singing 
all-dancing comedy that’s likely to bring you out in a 
hot flush! The show is set in a department store where 
four women with seemingly nothing in common meet 
by chance and make fun of their lives experiencing 
The Change’. The production is even sponsored by a 
health supplement for ladies of a certain age. 

Packed with one-liners and lots of classic pop tunes, 
Menopause The Musical is at the Lichfield Street 
theatre for one night on Monday. See grandtheatre. 
co.uk or call 01902 429212. 

It will also be at the New Alexandra Theatre in 
Birmingham on April 28. 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 11 


Mother’s Day 


Place an illustrated j 
message in the Express & Star 
Saturday March 10 

ONLY £4.99 

CALL 01902 317 878 

Or fill in the coupon below 



Write your message here. One word per box 


Mother’s surname:.First name: 




















Sender’s name:.Sender’s number:. 

Sender’s email:. 

If you have selected an illustrated message, please enclose a cheque for £4.99, 
made payable to M.N.A, and send to the address below. 


Or place a FREE message in the Express & Star. 

Book online at: bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
using discount code M100 or complete coupon and send to address below. 


Send to: Mother’s Day Greetings, Classifieds, 51 -53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES or call 
into your local Shropshire Star office. Deadline for messages is 11am, Friday, March 9,2018. 
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Piers Morgan's Life Stories 
(ITV, 9.50pm) 

The host interviews former 
Baywatch star and Playboy 
centrefold Pamela Anderson, 
who reflects on her career and 
turbulent personal life. She 
talks about her first husband 
Tommy Lee, whom she married 
following a whirlwind four-day 
courtship, and discusses the 
nature of her recent 
relationship with WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange. She 
also opens up about her role as 
an animal rights activist, 
including persuading Vladimir 
Putin to ban the import of seal 
products into Russia. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 

Live. 11.30 Classic Mary Berry. (R) 12.00 

Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Triathlon. 2.45 Cycling. 4.30 Final 

Score. 5.10 A Question of Sport. (R) 5.40 

Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 

6.10 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.25 Pointless Celebrities. Colin 

Jackson, Roger Black, Rowetta, 
Tony Mortimer, Anna Ryder 
Richardson, Kirsten O’Brien and 
Chesney Hawkes compete in a 
1990s-themed edition of the 
general knowledge quiz. 

7.15 All Together Now. Rob Beckett 
hosts the Grand Final of the 
crowd-pleasing talent show, as the 
10 finalists return to battle it out 
for the right to claim the £50,000 
prize, and the title of champion. 
Each competitor performs a single 
song, hoping to get as many of the 
100-strong panel of judges to join 
in. Then, the three highest-scoring 
singers take part in a make-or- 
break sing-off, performing a brand 
new song in one last attempt to 
impress the judges. Last in the 
series. 

8.20 Casualty. Dylan faces a personal 
and professional dilemma when 
two members of his AA group 
arrive in the ED, and Ethan 
becomes convinced that Bea is the 
author of the Rage in Resus blog. 

9.10 Troy: Fall of a City. The Greeks’ 
grip on the city of Troy tightens, 
forcing Hector and Paris to 
embark on a risky mission to enlist 
the aid of a nearby ally. With only 
each other for support, the 
brothers’ ordeal tests and 
strengthens their bond, but when 

a familiar face tells Hector the 
disturbing truth about Paris, the 
pair’s newfound kinship is placed 
in jeopardy once more. 

Meanwhile, back in Troy, Helen 
finally begins to win over 
Andromache and the people of the 
city with her generosity, but she 
remains unaware that Menelaus 
and Agamemnon have devised an 
audacious plan to steal her back. 

10.10BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. 

11.55 Film: My Brotherthe Devil. 

(2012) Drama, starring James 
Floyd and Fady Elsayed. 

1.40 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.45 

BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.10 Nature’s Weirdest Events. (R) 6.25 
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. (R) 6.55 
The Pets Factor. 7.15 The Dengineers. 
7.45 Absolute Genius: Monster Builds. 
8.15 Beyond Bionic. 8.45 Robot Wars. 
(R) 9.45 Live Athletics. The World Indoor 
Championships. Gabby Logan presents 
coverage of the opening session on the 
third day of the competition, which takes 
place at Arena Birmingham. The opening 
round of heats in the men’s 60m and 
1500m are due to take place, along with 
the finals of the women’s triple jump and 
men’s shot put. With analysis from 
Michael Johnson, Denise Lewis, Paula 
Radcliffe and Colin Jackson, and 
commentary by Steve Cram, Andrew 
Cotter and Steve Backley. 1.30 Escape to 
the Continent. (R) 2.30 Me and My Dog: 
The Ultimate Contest. (R) 3.30 Amazing 
Hotels: Life Beyond the Lobby. (R) 4.30 
Hugh’s Wild West. 5.30 Live Athletics. 
The World Indoor Championships. 

Gabby Logan presents coverage of the 
evening session on the third day of the 
competition, which takes place at Arena 
Birmingham. The schedule includes the 
finals of the men’s 60m, 400m and 
800m, as well as the women’s 400m and 
1500m finals. With analysis from 
Michael Johnson, Denise Lewis, Paula 
Radcliffe and Colin Jackson, and 
commentary by Steve Cram, Andrew 
Cotter and Steve Backley. 

9.30 Film: A Little Chaos. (2014) 
Premiere. A female landscape 
designer is 17th-century France 
challenges boundaries of class 
and gender when she is chosen by 
King Louis XIV to create a new 
garden for the palace of Versailles. 
She becomes romantically 
involved with a fellow designer, 
whose creative philosophy is the 
opposite of hers. Period drama, 
starring Kate Winslet, Matthias 
Schoenaerts, Stanley Tucci and 
Alan Rickman, who also directed. 

11.20 Film: The Help. (2011) An 

aspiring journalist returns to her 
Mississippi home in the 1960s 
and begins documenting the lives 
of black servants working for 
wealthy white families. Her project 
brings the community’s household 
staff together, but creates 
controversy among their 
employers. Drama based on 
Kathryn Stockett’s novel, starring 
Emma Stone, Viola Davis, Bryce 
Dallas Howard and an Oscar- 
winning Octavia Spencer. 

1.40 Civilisations. (R) 2.40 This Is BBC 
Two. Preview of upcoming programmes 
from BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 

6.50 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Marvel’s 
Avengers: Ultron Revolution. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 

(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff 
Girls. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The Bagel 
and Becky Show. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! (R) 9.05 
Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 James Martin’s Saturday 
Morning. 11.25 Dancing on Ice. (R) 1.25 
ITV News; Weather. 1.30 ITV Racing: 

Live from Doncaster. Coverage of today’s 
race meetings at Doncaster, Newbury 
and Kelso. 4.00 Tipping Point. (R) 5.00 
The Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.20 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring a vlogger who squirts 
perfume in her eyes and a runaway 
car that wrecks a campsite. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The Geordie duo 
celebrate the 100th edition of their 
award-winning programme, and 
put their OBEs to good use as they 
join a secret service agency staffed 
by individuals with honours as 
their latest mystery spoof sketch 
gets underway. Oscar-winning 
actor Cuba Gooding Jr is this 
week’s guest announcer, and 
Michael Ball and Alfie Boe help out 
with the End of the Show Show. 
Plus, Stephen Mulhern gives 
members of the public in 
Warrington the chance to win a 
cash prize in this week’s In for a 
Penny, and Scarlett Moffatt has 
another huge surprise in store for 
an unsuspecting family. 

8.30 The Voice UK. The singers who 
made it through the audition 
stages face another round of head- 
to-head performances, as the 
second night of the Battles phase 
arrives. 

9.50 Piers Morgan’s Life Stories. The 

host interviews former Baywatch 
star Pamela Anderson, who 
reflects on her career. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Film: The Fast and the Furious. 

(2001) Thriller, starring Vin Diesel 
and Paul Walker. 

1.05 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.20 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 6.45 
3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 7.10 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.35 The King of 
Queens. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Frasier. (R) 10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 Coast 
vs Country. (R) 3.35 A Place in the Sun: 
Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 The Secret Life of 
the Zoo. (R) 5.35 The Supervet. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Penelope Keith’s Coastal 

Villages. The actress discovers the 
idyllic coastal villages of East 
Anglia. She travels by train to the 
Edwardian holiday resort of 
Weybourne, and goes dredging at 
Cley next the Sea. She also hears a 
scandalous take in Stiffkey, and 
heads to Thorpeness, Suffolk, to 
visit a village inspired by the tale of 
Peter Pan. Plus, she takes in the 
ancient settlement of Dunwich, and 
ends her journey at Walberswick. 
Previously seen on More4. 

8.00 Britain at Low Tide. Tori Herridge 
explores more tales of Britain’s 
rich maritime history, this time 
visiting the banks of the Clyde. In 
Glasgow, she finds evidence of a 
busy I ron Age waterway and an 
enormous wall built to channel the 
water, illustrating the complex 
relationship between the city and 
the river it was built upon. She 
also discovers an oddly shaped 
vessel in a boat graveyard that 
would have been instrumental in 
constructing the wall. 

9.00 Film: 10 Cloverfield Lane. (2016) 
Premiere. A woman survives a car 
crash, and wakes up to find herself 
in an underground bunker, 
belonging to a survivalist who 
claims that a devastating attack 
has left the outside world 
uninhabitable. As his behaviour 
becomes increasingly stranger, 
she begins to fear she is being 
tricked and resolves to discover 
the truth for herself. Thriller, 
starring Mary Elizabeth Winstead. 
11.00Film: Predator. (1987) Sci-fi 
thriller, with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

1.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 1.50 The Last Leg. (R) 2.45 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.55 The Question Jury. 
(R) 5.50 Superfoods: The Real Story. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.40 Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. 11.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.10 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 3.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 4.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 5.00 Rich House, Poor 
House. (R) 

6.00 The Secret Life of Kittens. Part 
one of two. Documentary 
following kittens from birth to 12 
months old, revealing how the 
sights, smells and sounds they 
experience and the friends they 
make during this period 
createfindelible impressions and 
shape their unique personalities. 
fCameras capture all the formative 
moments, including their first 
exploration of their home 
environment, their curtain¬ 
climbing acrobatics, and the first 
time they venture out to meet the 
neighbourhood cats. (R) 

7.00 Cruising with Jane McDonald. 

The singer heads to Alaska, 
America’s largest state and home 
to some of the most breathtaking 
scenery on the planet. She takes a 
helicopter trip up to an ice field for 
a dog-sledding adventure, and 
later witnesses the majesty of the 
Margery glacier, a 21 -mile stretch 
of ice in the Glacier Bay National 
Park. On board Holland America’s 
ship Nieuw Amsterdam, Jane goes 
backstage to meet the cast of the 
nightly musicals, has a cooking 
lesson from the executive chef and 
reveals how to make the most of a 
lazy day in port. Last in the series. 

(R) 

8.00 The Queen Mary: Cruising with 
the Royals. Part two of two. Rob 
Bell examines RMS Queen Mary, 
the most famous ocean liner ever 
built and the first merchant naval 
ship ever to have been launched by 
a reigning sovereign. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including 
Wolverhampton Wanderers v 
Reading and Aston Villa v Queens 
Park Rangers. 

10.00 Live Championship Boxing. Josh 
Taylor v Humberto Soto. 

11.30Football on 5: Goal Rush. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Dark: Nature’s Nighttime World 
8.00 Masters of the Pacific Coast: The 
Tribes of the American Northwest 9.00 
Modus 10.30 Promises & Lies: The Story 
of UB40 11.30 Top of the Pops: 1985 

12.40 The Shires: New Country 1.40 
Masters of the Pacific Coast: The Tribes 
of the American Northwest 2.40 
Promises & Lies: The Story of UB40 3.40 
Close 
ITV2 

11.35 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 1.15 Film: Looney Tunes: Back 
in Action (2003) 2.25 FYI Daily 2.30 
Film: Looney Tunes: Back in Action 
(2003) 3.00 Film: Nanny McPhee and the 
Big Bang (2010) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 
Film: Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang 
(2010) 5.15 Film: Hotel Transylvania 
(2012) 6.15 FYI Daily 6.20 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania (2012) 7.00 Film: Uncle 
Buck (1989) 8.05 FYI Daily 8.10 Film: 
Uncle Buck (1989) 9.00 Film: White 
House Down (2013) 10.00 FYI Daily 
10.05 Film: White House Down (2013) 

11.35 Family Guy 12.35 American Dad! 

1.30 Ibiza Weekender 2.30 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.55 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.20 Agatha Christie’s Marple 3.25 Film: 
Columbo: Double Shock (1973) 5.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis 1.00 
The Good Karma Hospital 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.00 Storage Wars 12.30 Live Darts: UK 
Open. Coverage of the second day at the 
Butlins Minehead Resort. 5.00 Football’s 
Greatest: Eusebio 5.05 Pawn Stars 7.00 
Live Darts: UK Open. Further coverage of 
the second day at the Butlins Minehead 
Resort. 11.05 Film: Reservoir Dogs 
(1992) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: 
Reservoir Dogs (1992) 1.10 Minder2.10 
Tommy Cooper 2.40 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.20 Film: Stuart Little (1999) 1.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 7.00 Film: Men in Black 
3 (2012) 9.00 Film: Identity Thief (2013) 
11.15 Gogglebox 12.20 Celebs Go Dating 

2.35 Celebs Go Dating: The Finale 3.25 
Timeless 4.10 Don’t Tell the Bride Ireland 
5.05 How I Met Your Mother 

Film4 

1.00 Field of Dreams (1989) 3.05 Carry 
On Teacher (1959) 4.50 Morning Glory 
(2010) 7.00 Tomorrow, When the War 
Began (2010) 9.00 A Good Day to Die 
Hard (2013) 10.50 Double Jeopardy 
(1999) 12.55 The Craft (1996) 3.00 Close 
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Strike - Career of Evil 


(BBC1,9pm) 

Part two of two. Strike goes in 
search of a murder suspect in 
several London's strip clubs, but 
a furious Wardle warns him not 
to interfere in police business. 
Robin's relationship hits an all- 
time low as she considers 
whether she wants to go 
through with getting married, 
while her mother urges her to 
consider her priorities. She 
comes to Matthew's aid when 
the killer sends him a severed 
thumb, but recklessly turns to 
Shanker for help behind Strike's 
back, urging him to take her to a 
suspect's home. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Murder, Mystery and 
My Family. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 MasterChef. (R) 2.15 MasterChef. 
(R) 3.15 MasterChef. (R) 3.45 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 4.15 Songs of Praise. 4.50 
Film: Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa. 
(2008) Animated comedy sequel. 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Helen Skelton 
presents a compilation of items 
from previous episodes on the 
theme of water from Kielder Water 
in Northumberland, and also takes 
a look at how everyday life is 
shaped by it. 

7.30 Hold the Sunset. Mrs Gale gives 
herself the task of being an 
unofficial marriage guidance 
counsellor to Roger and Wendy, 
while Edith and Phil seize the 
chance to get away for the 
weekend. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Barbara's 

condition is not improving and she 
is kept in isolation at the hospital, 
leaving her friends able to do 
nothing but wait for more news. 

Dr Turner and Shelagh assist a 
man being held in a remand home 
whose wife is pregnant, while 
Lucille makes some new friends. 


9.00 Strike - Career of Evil. Part two of 
two. Strike goes in search of a 
murder suspect in London's strip 
clubs, and Robin's relationship 
hits an all-time low, especially 
when the killer sends Matthew a 
thumb. 


10.00 BBC News. 


10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day's two 
Premier League fixtures - 
Manchester City v Chelsea at the 
Etihad Stadium and Brighton & 
Hove Albion v Arsenal at the Amex 
Stadium. Pep Guardiola's side 
were looking to extend their lead at 
the top of the table, and move one 
step closer to what is looking like a 
certain title. The Seagulls were 
hoping to cause an upset against 
the Gunners, and move away from 
the relegation places. 

11.30 Film: Reign of Fire. (2002) 
Fantasy adventure, starring 
Christian Bale. 


1.05 Weatherforthe Week Ahead. 1.10 
BBC News. 



BBC2 


6.05 Coast. (R) 6.50 AtoZ of TV 
Gardening. (R) 7.15 The Instant 
Gardener. (R) 8.00 Gardeners’ World. 

(R) 8.30 Countryfile. (R) 9.30 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 Spring Kitchen 
with Tom Kerridge. (R) 11.45 Lorraine 
Pascale: How to Be a Better Cook. (R) 

12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Live Cycling. 
Coverage of day five of the Track World 
Championships in the Netherlands. 2.45 
Live Athletics. The World Indoor 
Championships. 

6.00 Back in Time for Tea. Afamily 
embarks on a time-travelling 
adventure to discover how a post¬ 
war revolution in food transformed 
the British way of life, sampling 
meals from 1918 to the present 
day. (R) 

7.00 The World’s Most Extraordinary 
Homes. Award-winning architect 
Piers Taylor and actress and 
property enthusiast Caroline 
Quentin explore extraordinary 
homes built in mountain, 
forest, coastal and underground 
locations around the world, 
meeting the owners and architects 
brave enough to take the 
challenges on. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. The motoring show 
goes Stateside with a trip to 
California, where Matt LeBlanc and 
Chris Harris venture into some of 
the densest forests in the state to 
put some off-road vehicles 
through their paces-and 
maybe see if there is any truth to 
the local legends of Bigfoot 
while they are at it. Returning to 
the studio, the guys are joined by 
this week’s guest comedian Lee 
Mack, while Chris takes the 
McLaren 720S for a spin on the 
test track and Rory Reid invents 
the new sport of reverse camera 
racing. 

9.00 Life and Death Row: The Mass 
Execution. A look at capital 
punishment through the eyes of 
young people whose lives have 
been shaped by it, including 
interviews from those on death 
row and their families. 

10.20The Mash Report. Nish Kumar 
and a cast of comedy 
correspondents present the 
satirical and surreal take on the 
week’s news. (R) 

10.50 Top Gear: Extra Gear. 
11.15Cleverman. 

12.10 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 

1.10 Holby City. (R) 2.10 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 

6.50 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Marvel’s 
Avengers: Ultron Revolution. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 

(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. 
(R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Love Your 
Garden. (R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 
11.00 The Voice UK. (R) 12.20 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 Ant & Dec’s 
Saturday Night Takeaway. (R) 2.00 What 
Would Your Kid Do? (R) 3.00 Britain’s 
Brightest Family. (R) 3.30 Tipping Point. 
(R) 4.30 ITV News; Weather. 4.45 
Regional Programme ; Weather.5.00 The 
Chase: Celebrity Special. (R) 

6.00 Dancing on Ice. Phillip Schofield 
and Holly Willoughby present the 
semi-final of the skating contest. 
Only four celebrities remain in the 
running - and only three of them 
will be going through to next 
week’s grand finale. They must put 
on a spectacular show to impress 
judges Christopher Dean, Jayne 
Torvill, Jason Gardiner and Ashley 
Banjo, before a final skate-off 
decides who will be leaving the 
show. 

8.00 Endeavour. Morse investigates an 
assassination attempt at an 
international sporting event, but 
the case is very quickly closed. 
While Thursday is determined to 
walkaway, Morse delves deeper, 
getting drawn into a web of 
intrigue involving espionage, big 
business and a dark secret in the 
heart of the Oxford community. 
Meanwhile, Thursday faces a 
moral dilemma as he tries to 
protect a woman from her violent 
husband. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.15 The Martin Lewis Money Show. 
The financial journalist presents 
money-saving tips to help 
consumers cope with the current 
economic climate. (R) 

11.40100 Year Old Driving School. 
Cameras follow some of Britain’s 
oldest drivers as they put 
themselves through the paces of a 
mature driving assessment. (R) 
12.05 Marcella. (R) 1.00 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Take on the Twisters. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 
8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie and 
Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.55 The Simpsons. (R) 
2.25 The Simpsons. (R) 2.55 Film: 

Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters. (2013) 
Fantasy adventure sequel, starring Logan 
Lerman. 4.55 Film: Night at the 
Museum: Secret of the Tomb. (2014) 
Fantasy comedy sequel, starring Ben 
Stiller. 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Posh Pawn. High-end pawnbroker 
James heads to Marbella to 
appraise a 75ft yacht worth 
£250,000. However, he finds the 
vessel rather tricky to locate. Plus, 
an aspiring restaurateur seeks to 
raise £80,000 by selling his Ferrari 
Spyder, and a large diamond ring 
that was handed down through the 
generations gets James hot under 
the collar. (R) 

8.00 Churchill’s Secret Affair. 

Documentary exploring the secret 
relationship between the prime 
minister and a woman he met in 
the South of France during the 
1930s. During an important visit to 
President Roosevelt at the height 
of the war, he was reunited with 
his former lover, now stranded in 
the US and in possession of a 
portrait that could have a 
devastating impact during a 
dangerous period for the nation. 
9.00 Homeland. A revelation leads to 
distress for Carrie, while Saul 
negotiates. Keane and Wellington 
do not see eye to eye over an 
important matter. Espionage 
drama, starring Claire Danes, 
Mandy Patinkin, Linus Roache and 
Elizabeth Marvel. 

10.058 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show’s version of the words- 
and-numbers quiz, as Jon 
Richardson and Jayde Adams take 
on Sean Lock and Joe Wilkinson. 

(R) 

11.05 Lee Mack: Hit the Road Mack. 

The comedian performs at 
London’s Hammersmith Apollo in 
a show from his 2014 tour. (R) 
12.05 Film: The Haunting. (1999) 2.00 
KOTV Boxing Weekly. 2.30 The Supervet. 
(R) 3.25 Obsessive Compulsive 
Cleaners. (R) 4.20 Coast vs Country. (R) 

5.10 Superfoods: The Real Story. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.15 Mofy. (R) 

6.20 Simon. (R) 6.25 Peppa Pig. (R) 

6.30 Paw Patrol. (R) 6.45 Thomas & 
Friends. (R) 6.55 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.05 
Oily the Little White Van. (R)7.15 Blaze 
and the Monster Machines. 7.40 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 8.00 Nella the Princess 
Knight. (R) 8.15 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective. (R) 8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.50 Shimmer and Shine. 
(R) 9.00 Digby Dragon. (R) 9.15 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 9.25 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 10.15 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 10.45 FIA Formula E: 
Highlights. 11.50 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.50 Film: Wyatt Earp. (1994) Western, 
starring Kevin Costner. 4.25 Film: The 
Dirty Dozen. (1967) Second World War 
action adventure, with Lee Marvin. 5.25 
5 News Update. 5.30 Film: The Dirty 
Dozen. (1967) Concluded. 

7.20 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Agents try to recover almost 
£2,000 owed by the owner of a 
bridal shop in London, while 
officers in Kent chase over £4,000 
of vet fees after two neighbouring 
dogs got into a fight. (R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Agents in central London try to 
recover almost £1,900 owed in 
parking fines, while officers 
Stewart and Vic chase over £2,200 
owed by a scrap yard owner to a 
shipping company. Finally, Stewart 
and Vic head to Merseyside to 
recover over £3,500 owed by a 
publishing company to an 
unhappy ex-employee. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 When Award Shows Go Horribly 
Wrong. Julian Clary narrates a 
compilation of disastrous 
moments at awards show, 
including autocue failures (as well 
as one act of sabotage courtesy of 
Michael Barrymore) and wardrobe 
malfunctions including Madonna’s 
infamous cape disaster. Featuring 
contributions from the stars who 
were present, including Samantha 
Fox’s first-hand account of hosting 
the infamously shambolic 1989 
Brit awards. 

11.55 Jo Brand: Secrets of Her Success. 

Friends including Ross Noble, Alan 
Davies, Meera Syal, Morwenna 
Banks, Jimmy Mulville and Ricky 
Grover celebrate the former nurse’s 
30-year career in comedy. (R) 

12.55 Cruising with Jane McDonald. (R) 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Killer Whales: Beneath 
the Surface - Natural World 9.00 
Timeshift: Full Throttle - The Glory Days 
of British Motorbikes 10.00 From Ice to 
Fire: The Incredible Science of 
Temperature 11.00 Conversations - 
Shirley Williams 12.00 Killer Whales: 
Beneath the Surface - Natural World 1.00 
The Mountain That Had to Be Painted 
2.00 The Art of France 3.00 From Ice to 
Fire: The Incredible Science of 
Temperature 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

3.05 Film: The Flintstones (1994) 4.05 
FYI Daily 4.10 Film: The Flintstones 
(1994) 4.50 Film: Legally Blonde (2001) 

5.55 FYI Daily 6.00 Film: Legally Blonde 
(2001) 6.45 Film: Jack the Giant Slayer 
(2013) 7.50 FYI Daily 7.55 Film: Jack the 
Giant Slayer (2013) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender 
10.00 Family Guy 11.25 American Dad! 
12.25 The Cleveland Show 12.50 Film: 
Bachelorette (2012) 1.50 FYI Daily 1.55 
Film: Bachelorette (2012) 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV3 

11.35 A Touch of Frost 1.50 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 4.00 Lewis 6.00 The 
Durrells 8.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love 
of Dogs 9.00 Tonight at the London 
Palladium 10.00 Film: Chocolat (2000) 

12.25 Life of Crime 1.25 Blue Murder 
2.40 George and Mildred 3.05 Rising 
Damp 3.55 Road to Avonlea 

ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts: UK Open. 5.00 
Football’s Greatest: Thierry Henry 5.05 
Pawn Stars 7.00 Live Darts: UK Open. 

11.00 Film: The Keeper (2009) 12.05 FYI 
Daily 12.10 Film: The Keeper (2009) 

12.55 River Monsters 2.00 Tommy 
Cooper 2.30 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

11.05 Film: Stuart Little 2 (2002) 12.35 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 1.00 The 
Goldbergs 1.30 The Big Bang Theory: 
Superheroes 5.30 Young Sheldon 6.00 
The Big Bang Theory 6.30 Film: Captain 
America: The First Avenger (2011) 9.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.50 The Big 
Bang Theory 11.50 Gogglebox 12.55 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 2.40 Timeless 

3.25 Rude Tube 3.50 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 Dancing at Lughnasa (1998) 1.00 
The Jane Austen Book Club (2007) 3.05 
Fast Girls (2012) 4.50 Crocodile Dundee 
(1986) 6.45 The Other Boleyn Girl (2008) 
9.00 Fast & Furious 6 (2013) 11.35 The 
Purge (2013) 1.15 The Principles of Lust 
(2003) 3.30 Close 



For these patients our procedures have been life changing. Could this be what you need in 2018? 



A TTRACTIVE, confident and with a contagious 
laugh - that’s professional chef, Jacky Standish. 

Looking younger than her 57 years, Jacky has recently 
drawn up an unusual “bucket list”, though she’s quick to 
point out: “I’m not dying.” 

For Jacky, who was so ashamed of her teeth she walked 
her dog at 5am to avoid meeting people, clever dentistry 
at North Street has marked a new life chapter, punctu¬ 
ated with a list of the all places she’s only dreamed of 
dining. 

The former chef and house manager at Hagley Hall 
has undergone a major transformation after gum disease 
ruined her smile, confidence and her ability to chew 
properly. 

Now, with four implants retaining an upper over¬ 
denture and a partial lower traditional prosthetic, she’s 
thrilled with her new look. “My jaw is sore from smil¬ 
ing so much. No-one would ever know they are not my 
natural teeth,” she says. 


W HEN Theresa Reardon from London set out 
to fix a longstanding dental problem she never 
imagined it would take a lifetime’s search before find¬ 
ing the answer in Dudley. 

Even a trip as a dental tourist to Budapest failed to help 
the 82-year-old. 

After a lifetime of denture troubles, it was during a vis¬ 
it to a friend at Wolverhampton she found fresh hope in 
a newspaper article. For eight years the former Queen’s 
Household domestic kept the cutting about the work of 
Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS Eng GDC 108353. 

“I read it over and over again, then one day booked an 
appointment,” she recalls. 

“I could never bite an apple - the bottom denture was 
all over the place - but the day I had my new dentures I 
went out and had a steak. Steven has done for me what 
no other dentist has. It’s been a long time coming, I’m so 
grateful that I don’t have to put my hand over my mouth 
any more.” 


M EETING Vicki Ball is all about the smiles - lots 
of them and she’s gushing with the praise about 
her new smile. 

A retired community midwife, who was based in 
Wordsley, the bubbly 60-something-year-old is quick to 
affirm: “I love my new teeth.” 

Adding, “you can’t tell they’re not my own,” Vicki 
admits her smile has not always been her favourite at¬ 
tribute. 

“Ed grown tired of living my life around my uncom¬ 
fortable dentures. 

I never really stopped going out, but when I did, I was al¬ 
ways thinking ahead where I could go to take my teeth out.” 
Vicki’s treatment included two implants to stabilise a 
lower prosthetic and the prescribing of high quality, tra¬ 
ditional upper dentures to help support facial features. 

“My husband, Terry, couldn’t believe they were so 
good. Not to have to keep thinking about my teeth when 
I’m out is such a relief,” she says. 


J OHN Clews is sharply focussed on why he’s 
agreed to do this interview: “I want to give people 
like me hope,” he declares. 

The skilled die-sinker knows a thing or two about 
clever engineering - and with multiple failing teeth, in¬ 
stinctively realised that he too required the kind of skill 
that sets him apart as an experienced factory problem- 
solver. 

For years he endured daily toothache, but crippled by 
fear of the dentist, avoided treatment until he could no 
longer tolerate the problems. 

“I came here [North Street] and they promised to re¬ 
store my smile, but they gave me back my life,” he adds. 

After having six implants in his upper jaw to support a 
complete arch of teeth and other remedial work, 

John is now able to live his life without having to wor¬ 
ry about his teeth. 

And the dental phobia? “All staff were fantastic, I felt 
so much at ease.” 


Suctioni dentures > Complete dentures Partial dentures Copy dentures, Implantrretained denture s j Re pairs service. Relines Soft linings 


¥ 


North Street 
Dental and 
Implant Clinic 

An Independent Practice 

www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 


Call us today on 

01384 254067 


Denture Clinic also available at: 
Richmond House, 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 


rSnture 

0800 0285185 Vi&nic 


North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 
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MONDAY 

Forbidden Secrets, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A recently divorced woman returns to her family home 
to begin rebuilding her life, but her stay turns into a 
nightmare when she has frightening visions of her 
troubled childhood, during which her mother tried to 
drown her. Determined to face her fears, she visits the 
institution where her parent resides, and inadvertently 
triggers a series of terrifying events. Thriller, starring 
Kristy Swanson and David Keeley. (2005) 

TUESDAY 

Bond of Silence, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A woman searches for answers after her husband is 
mysteriously murdered while trying to subdue a wild 
teenage house party on New Year’s Eve. However, as 
she tries to find out the truth, she faces secrecy at 
every turn from the party-goers and their parents. 
Drama, starring Kim Raver, Greg Grunberg and 
Charlie McDermott. (2010) 



Captain America: The Winter Soldier, 
_ Friday, BBC1, 11.05pm _ 


WEDNESDAY 
Memento, BBC1,11.45pm 

An insurance investigator suffers from short-term 
memory loss after an attack in which his wife was also 
raped and murdered. Unable to remember events for 
more than a few minutes, he is determined to track 
down the killer and relies on copious note-taking and 
reminders tattooed on his body to aid his mission. 
Christopher Nolan’s thriller, starring Guy Pearce, 
Carrie-Anne Moss and Mark Boone Jr. (2000) 

THURSDAY 

A Bone to Pick: An Aurora Teagarden Mystery:, 
Channel 5, 3.20pm 

When an amateur sleuth finds a skull hidden in her 
new home she sets out to discover who the victim 
was. Whodunit, with Candace Cameron Bure. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

Captain America: The Winter Soldier, BBC1, 
11.05pm 

The superhuman soldier battles a mysterious cyborg 
assassin as he uncovers a sinister conspiracy. Comic¬ 
book thriller sequel, starring Chris Evans, Scarlett 
Johansson, Samuel L Jackson, Anthony Mackie and 
Robert Redford. (2014) 



Lee goes from one disaster to 
the next in returning sitcom 


I t has survived some significant 
personnel changes and no end 
of critical disdain over the years 
to become the longest running 
sitcom currently on British 
television. 

The opening episode of Not 
Going Out’s previous series (its 
eighth) attracted a whopping 5.52 
million viewers, a record for the 
show. 

And no TV boss in their right mind 
would dare to utter the words “this is 
not going out” with those types of 
viewing figures. 

The sitcom was originally inspired 
by a sketch in Lee Mack’s Bits at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival and it was 
the first British comedy to be filmed 
in front of a live studio audience that 
was subsequently broadcast in HD. 

The original ideas for the title of 
the show were Three’s a Crowd, 
Three, and the number of the 
apartment. 

In the pilot, Kate was played by 
Catherine Tate (Megan Dodds 
eventually took over), and she had 
an ex-boyfriend called Colin, who 


was a city boy, with stubble and a 
leather jacket. 

Then, at the end of season one, 
Tim Vine’s real-life sister Sonya was 
considered for the role of Lucy, 
before it eventually went to Sally 
Bretton. 

Meanwhile, Katy Wix, who played 
the dizzy Daisy from series three, 
was actually never meant to be a 
regular. 

But despite all these changes 
(you may also recall Miranda Hart 
starring too for a couple of series), 
Mack and Bretton, along with a solid 
ensemble cast including Bobby 
Ball, Hugh Dennis, Abigail 
Cruttenden, Geoffrey Whitehead 
and Deborah Grant, have continued 
to make Not Going Out’s loyal fans 
tune in and laugh. 

Many critics claimed the show 
was tired and predictable, but it 
returned in January 2017 with a 
different setting, and a new lease of 
comedy life. 

The timeline had jumped ahead 
seven years and the will-they-won’t- 
they flat-based comedy had 


morphed into a family sitcom. 

King of the one-liner Lee is now 
married to Lucy and the show 
follows the mismatched couple as 
they navigate the challenges of 
being parents to three young 
children. 

The title works now more than 
ever, you could say. 

Tonight, Not Going Out returns 
with it’s ninth run, and we rejoin Lee 
and Lucy in the anarchic, packed 
family house with kids Charlie and 
twin siblings, Benji and Molly. 

As if children weren’t enough to 
keep the couple crashing from one 
near-disaster to the next, factor in 
Lee’s lovably feckless father, Frank, 
and close friends in the form of the 
world-weary, or more specifically 
wife-weary, Toby, and his other half, 
uptight ice-queen Anna. 

At least Lucy’s more dependable 
parents are on hand to offer 
guidance, but we all know what 
Geoffrey and Wendy make of their 
daughter’s life choices, and more 
specifically, her wisecracking 
husband. 



Not Going Out, Thursday, BBC1,9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Collateral 
BBC2, 9pm 

The police use the video footage Fatima provided to 
arrest Mehmet and Bhuran, while Nathan tips off 
Sam Spence about the arrests. In Westminster, 

Mars finally faces party leader Deborah Clifford and 
is given a final chance to toe the line, but his main 
focus is on his private life. Back at the station, Jack 
Haley harangues Kip for offering Fatima residency, 
something she is unable to guarantee. Conclusion 
of David Hare’s crime thriller, starring Carey 
Mulligan and John Simm. Last in the series. 

TUESDAY 

The Great Celebrity Bake Off for Stand Up to 
Cancer 

Channel 4, 8pm 

If you needed any further proof that The Great British 
Bake Off is still in rude health following its move to 
Channel 4, then just look at the stars who have 
signed up for this five-part run of celebrity specials. 
Future episodes will see the likes of Alan Carr, Lee 
Mack and former Desperate Housewife Teri Hatcher 
attempting to bake up a storm in the name of Stand 
Up to Cancer. However, the first batch of famous 
faces to grab their mixing bowls are Spandau Ballet’s 
Martin Kemp, actor and writer Roisin Conaty, veteran 



5, 7pm 


broadcaster Bill Turnbull and comedian Harry Hill. 
Their first challenge is a bake sale classic - 
cupcakes. But then the competition intensifies with a 
fiery technical, followed by a demanding 
showstopper that involves recreating the best day of 
their lives as a three-dimensional biscuit scene. 


FRIDAY 

The Gadget Show 
Channel 5, 7pm 

New series. Ortis 
Deley and Georgie 
Barrat travel to 
Nevada to visit the 


WEDNESDAY 

One Bom Every Minute 

Channel 4,9pm 

New series. The award-winning 
documentary series moves to 
Birmingham Women’s Hospital, following 
the highs and lows of a new group of 
soon-to-be parents in the maternity ward. 

In the first episode, 25-year-old Samantha 
and her partner Tony, who struggled for 
years to conceive, return to the ward after 
losing their first child at 25 weeks. However, 
Samantha’s medical history means the birth 
is not without challenges. Meanwhile, 
33-year-old Sharon and 44-year-old 
Rav come to the hospital expecting 
their second child together, and 
Rhiana and her partner Lee 
hope for another textbook water 
birth for the arrival of their 
second son. 


THURSDAY 
Crufts 2018 


Channel 4, 8pm 

The world’s biggest canine competition got under 
way today - Clare Balding and Alan Carr kicked off 
the Channel 4 coverage earlier this afternoon on 
Crufts Extra. Now Clare, who must surely 
be one of the hardest-working 
presenters on TV, is back with 
continued live coverage of the 
event, where judging includes the 
Working and Pastoral groups, 
and there are highlights of the 
Flyball and Agility competitions, 
with the latter celebrating its 
40th year at the contest. Plus, 
there will also be dog stories 
(not necessarily of the shaggy 
variety) and chats with the 
guests. 


world’s biggest consumer electronics show in Las 
Vegas. The events boasts upgraded drones, 
upgraded VR headsets, upgraded televisions 
and a stream of new robots to help around the 
house. Meanwhile, Jon Bentley joins Craig 
Charles in a ‘versus’ challenge to see if 
cutting-edge tech can put them on a par with 
professional decorators. Jon and Craig have access 
to the finest aids that tech has to offer, while the 
professionals have to rely on experience, skill and 
traditional tools. 

Gardeners’World 
BBC2, 8.30pm 

New series. The imminent arrival of spring heralds 
a new gardening year at Longmeadow, as Monty 
Don reveals his new plans for the year and takes 
stock of any winter damage. As well as offering 
seasonal hints and tips, the presenter embarks on 
a mission to reduce the use of plastic in his garden, 
starting by exploring alternative containers to use 
for seed sowing. Adam Frost brings his design 
expertise to a tiny back yard to demonstrate that, 
with a bit of ingenuity, every inch of space can 
count. A Wolverhampton couple show off their 
inspirational garden, packed to bursting with 
surprises. Includes a weather forecast for 
gardeners. 


Window and Door Repairs 





Specialists in: Misty and broken glass 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



units 

PROBLEM 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Cuest on 


01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


t Collyer & McBride 

S3i WMiMMVm 




We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 
Funerals From £1395 Including Disbursements 


2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 
_ 24 Hour Service _ 


BRAMWELL WILLIAMS 

SOLICITORS 


A 

adcocks 


Providing legal services 
in West Bromwich 
for over 100 years 


Wills & Estates 
Commercial 
Leasehold Reform 
Property 


Legal services available locally 

Tel: 08454 70 80 81 


Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 



YOUR BUSINESS 


1. PRE-PRODUCTION PLANNING 


2.0N-L0CATI0N RECORDING 


3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 


4. POST PRODUCTION 


5. VIDEO ADVERTISING 
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Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 
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Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. They should show 
some interest at 
the way clerics are 
dressed (11) 

9. What the 

gravestone reveals 
will produce a tear 
(3) 

10. Cutting an earth 
defence needs an 
industrious worker 

O) 

11. He’s one of a panel 
in any case (5) 

13. He’s unlikely to be 
in a class of his 
own (7) 

14. One going in the 
vessel for a trip (6) 

16. Sheep doctor going 
round old Ireland 
( 6 ) 

18. Asian country 
surrounding an 
American state (7) 

19. Part of the reason 

I contrive a kind of 
boom (5) 

20. Fractionally, it’s on 
top (9) 

21. The water regulator 
needs a light touch 
(3) 

22. White cat is only an 
ounce! (4,7) 


Down 

2. A rest in the 
afternoon, 
apparently (3) 

3. One who finds 
things of consuming 
interest (5) 

4. You’ll find me 
involved with this as 
a doctrine (6) 

5. Omit what was 
once indicated in 
a crossword, one 
hears! (7) 

6. Somehow get in 
RADA as a serious 
actor (9) 

7. Outstanding pieces 
for cinemagoers 
( 11 ) 

8. This may well 
detect a change of 
heart (11) 

12. Golfer who makes 
regular deliveries! 

(9) 

15. Bird pole with line 
underneath (7) 

17. Action that changes 
the tablet (6) 

19. Remove the 

covering from a lath 
(5) 

21. Sailor found lying 
on the road (3) 



Quick Clues: 

Across Down 


1. Concealment (11) 

2. Employ (3) 

9. Sheep (3) 

3. Dwarf (5) 

10. Warranty (9) 

4. Effaced (6) 

11. Foe (5) 

5. Whet (7) 

13. Cost (7) 

6. Thorough (3-3-3) 

14. Accompany (6) 

7. Harmful (11) 

16. Bury (6) 

8. Resound (11) 

18. Momentum (7) 

12. Exclusion (9) 

19. Teacher (5) 

15. Alleviate (7) 

20. Worldwide (9) 

17. Against (6) 

21. Choose (3) 

19. Claw (5) 

22. Unceasingly (11) 

21. Lubricate (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Miss; 3 Handicap; 

9 Relates; 10 Amber; 11 Green fingers; 

13 Labial; 15 Statue; 17 Maiden voyage; 

20 Limbo; 21 Restive; 22 Tendered; 23 Left. 

Down: 1 Marigold; 2 Solve; 4 Assail; 5 Draught 
horse; 6 Cabaret; 7 Port; 8 Standard rose; 

12 Reverent; 14 Boatman; 16 Entree; 18 Aside; 

19 Flat. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Envy; 3 Friction; 9 Fungoid; 

10 Upset; 11 Complication; 13 Climbs; 15 Writhe; 
17 Appreciation; 20 About; 21 Untwine; 

22 Steadily; 23 Dyes. Down: 1 Efficacy; 2 Venom; 
4 Reduce; 5 Counterparts; 6 In short; 7 Note; 

8 Collaborated; 12 Keenness; 14 Improve; 

16 Actual; 18 Icily; 19 Pass. 


r 


Quiz 


1. Which London boxer died after a title fight 
in 1994? 

2. Which coin was first minted in Florence in 
1252? 

3. What is the official residence of the 
presidents of France? 

4. Of what is copra the dried kernel? 

5. Who, as minister of health, inaugurated the 
NHS? 

6. At which racetrack were Ayrton Senna and 


Roland Ratzenberger killed? 

7. Which club overthrew the Girondists in the 
French Revolution? 

8. What do we call the large wild cat Acinonyx 
jubatus? 

9. How is Jerusalem’s Western Wall also 
known? 

10. Which order of knighthood’s motto is Honi 
soit qui mal y pense? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Evita Peron; 2 Thrush; 3 The Rockies 
and the Appalachians; 4 78; 5 Oklahoma; 

6 Kew Gardens; 7 Babylonian; 8 Gannet; 

9 Agronomy; 10 USA. 

Niner: NIGHTMARE 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


465378 gives a Russian leader, 

12678 gives a second Russian leader, 

3295 gives a Russian river. 
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Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 

In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 



ASA.org.uk Advertising Standards Authority 


Buy and sell with 
Classified Ads 



ClassffiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 
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Oh Chiang Mai! It's hot in the city 


Golden temples, bathtime with elephants, 
knocking up Tom Yum soup or wandering 
through a bustling night-time market, it’s 
all part of a holiday in Thailand’s second 
biggest city. 

For those more used to Bangkok, Chiang Mai is a 
refreshing change. More relaxed, the emphasis on 
culture and exploration rather than the nightlife. The 
place just feels friendlier and more laid back. A lot 
of that is down to the almost legendary politeness of 
Thai people. The wai, the greeting with the slight bow 
and the hands pressed together, becomes infectious. 
Chaing Mai is in the north of Thailand, surrounded 
by mountain greenery. And, thanks to Qatar Airways, 
getting there is simple these days. 


COMFORT 

The airline runs regular flights to Doha, the capital of 
Qatar - and from there it offers a direct service straight 
to Chaing Mai. It is still around 16 hours of flight time, 
but Qatar Airways prides itself on comfort and service 
which eases the stresses and strain of a long journey. 

The Shangri-La in Chaing Mai is part of a chain of 
luxury five-star hotels, with big comfortable rooms 
well equipped with air-conditioning - a must when the 
average temperatures are around 30C or more and the 
humidity is high, particularly at night. 

My tour group and I got to experience the humid Thai 
evening when we headed out to explore Chiang Mai’s 
Sunday night street market. Around 10,000 people 
regularly pack into the streets of the historic city centre 
to visit the hundreds of stalls selling handicrafts, most 
made by the local hill people. And then there is the 
street food. Our guide, Ms Rattiya (‘Call me Yaya’) 
explained that most Thais eat out in the evening. As in 
many well-developed Asian economies, people work 



long hours and, rather than cook when they get home, 
it is easier to go out. As a result, restaurant and street 
food is both reasonably priced and very good. 

An early start the next morning saw our minibus 
climbing the 2,500ft to reach the Wat Phra That Doi 
Suthep temple - almost. 

The final 290 steps are up a Naga staircase, 
decorated with dragons to reach the temple itself and its 
huge Chedi, or golden spired pagoda, which contains 
partial relics of the Lord Buddha. It is a wonderful 
experience but visitors need to show some respect - 


Thais take their Buddhist faith seriously. Meanwhile our 
non-stop schedule took us across the city to the Chiang 
Mai Thai Cookery School, where Chef Pon introduced 
us to the mysteries of Thai cuisine. 

He showed us what to do, and we then got on with 
it, eating each dish as we finished cooking it. Those 
self-made dishes did mean that it was a struggle to find 
space for more food at the traditional Kantoke dinner 
that evening. 

While we sat on cushions on the floor to dine - easier 
for some than others - the main entertainment of formal 


dances showcased local culture. 

And then for something completely different. The 
following day was a trip to the Thai Elephant Care 
Centre, at Mae Sa, near Mae Rim. Getting close to these 
magnificent animals was a lifetime experience. 

It’s been two decades since I was last in Thailand 
and I can’t say I was impressed. Very touristy and a bit 
seedy. 

Chiang Mai was a revelation. Relaxed but packed with 
things to see and do. 

SIMON PENFOLD 



Monet 

at The National Gallery 

Departing Saturday 12 May 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Heathrow area 

✓ Admission to the Monet exhibition at the 
National Gallery 

✓ Free time in London 


Ultimate Emmerdale 

Studio, Village & Meet a Star 

Departing Saturday 19 May 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Yorkshire 
l/ Guided tour of the Emmerdale TV Village 

✓ Timed admission to the Emmerdale Studio 
Experience 

✓ Exclusive meet and greet with Mark Charnock at 
the Bradford Hotel 


Chatsworth Flower 
Show 

Departing Saturday 9 Jun 

from Brownhills, Cannock, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

✓ Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show, 
with coach transfer 


Royal Ascot Ladies Day 

Departing Wednesday 20 Jun 

from Brownhills, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

✓ Admission ticket to the Windsor Enclosure at 
Royal Ascot on Ladies’ Day 

✓ En-route visit to Oxford 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


2 Days 

by Coach 


£ 120 


2 Days 

by Coach 


£ 180 


2 Days 

by Coach 


£ 160 


2 Days 

by Coach 


£ 170 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03300 130 051 


Quote 

OMRT 


033 numbers are free within 
inclusive minutes packages 
otherwise standard rates apply. 


or visit us 
online at 


omegabreaks.com/RT 


if #ABTA 

f Travel with confidence 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Well-presented 
three-bed home 
on popular estate 

A beautifully presented three-bedroomed 
detached house, 38 Brookfield Way, Tipton, lies 
on a popular estate a short distance away from 
local schools, amenities and travel links. 

It is for sale through Skitts Estate Agents at 
£164,950. 

The property has double-glazed windows and gas 
central heating throughout. 

Its accommodation briefly comprises a porch, 
lounge, a kitchen/diner, a conservatory, three 
bedrooms, a bathroom, an en-suite and an integral 
garage. Outside there is a driveway and grass lawn to 
the front and an easy to maintain paved rear garden. 

In more detail, to the front there is side access on 
both sides to the rear garden, a driveway to the front 
and a garage. From the porch you enter the lounge. 
This has a window to the front, a gas fire with a 
surround, an understairs storage cupboard and stairs 
off to the first floor. 

The kitchen/diner has a range of fitted wall and 
base units with work surfaces, a sink with a drainer 
and mixer tap, an oven with a four-ring gas hob 
and an extractor fan over, plumbing for a washing 
machine and a dishwasher and single door into 
the conservatory. This has under floor heating and 
French doors to the rear garden. 

Upstairs, bedroom one has a window to the rear, 
fitted over bed wardrobes and a door into an en-suite, 
having a shower cubicle, wash hand basin, low level 
WC and a heated towel rail. Bedroom two has a 
window to the front, while bedroom three overlooks 
the rear of the property. 

The family bathroom is positioned to the front of this 
property. Its suite comprises of a bath with a shower 
over, a wash hand basin, low level WC and a heated 
towel rail. 

Outside, to the rear of this home is a garden which 
has been paved, making it easy to maintain. 

Skitts Estate Agents began in 1979 as a partnership 
and has proudly remained so for over 37 years. This 
means the people who own the company, run the 
company on a daily basis and are responsible for all 
aspects of its growth, success and professionalism. 


TIPTON £164,950 
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Traditional home 
perfect for first time 

SMETHWICK 

£119,950 


Perfect for first-time buyers or investors, this two- 
bedroomed traditional terraced house in Sabell 
Road, Smethwick, has a rental income of £575 per 
calender month already being achieved. 

It is for sale through loveyourpostcode.com at 
£119,950. 

The location makes this a real hot property with 
Smethwick Rolfe Street Station within walking 
distance and a wealth of local amenities on your 
doorstep. 

This well-presented home has a lounge with a 
bay fronted window which leads on to the second 
well-proportioned reception room. The galley-style 
kitchen opens into this with ample storage and from 
here you access the generously-sized utility room. 


Terraced house 
has been totally 
refurbished 
throughout 

ROWLEY REGIS 
£650 PCM »> 


Available to working 
professionals only, this 
three-bedroomed terraced 
property in Throne Road, 
Rowley Regis, is newly 
refurbished, having neutral 
decor throughout. 

It is available for working 
professionals to rent for a 
12-month initial term, through 
loveyourpostcode.com at £650 
per calender month. 

The property comprises 
an entrance hallway which 
leads onto the large spacious 
living room. There is also 
a downstairs WC and an 
immaculate kitchen and dining 
area with an ample range of 
floor and wall base units which 
make up the ground floor. The 
first floor of this lovely home 
consists of three spacious 
double bedrooms which have 
new carpets. 

Finishing the first floor, you 
have the family bathroom with 
a neat clean finish. 


To the first floor there are two double bedrooms 
with the master featuring greater floor space, 


Contact loveyourpostcode. 
com on 0800 862 0870. 



Forthcoming Cottons I 

AUCUOn 

Tuesday 27th March 2018 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 






Considering Selling 
^ by Auction? 

Call for your 

No Obligation 

\ Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 


Auctioneers 
of Residential and £ 
Commercial Property, 
Land and Development 

Opportunities - 





Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 




Property on 
popular estate 
has bay window 
at the front 


TIPTON 

£229,950 «< 


This well presented four- 
bedroomed detached house, 
7 Daisy Meadow, Tipton, is 
for sale through Skitts Estate 
Agents at £229,950 with no 
chain. 

Located on a very sought- 
after estate, it has a lounge, 
an open plan kitchen/dining 
room, a downstairs WC, four 
bedrooms, a bathroom, en- 
suite, a driveway, garage and a 
rear garden. 

The entrance hallway has 
stairs to the first floor, the 
lounge has a bay window 
to the front, a gas fire in a 
surround and double doors to 
the dining room. 

The kitchen/diner has sliding 
doors to the rear garden, an 
oven with an electric hob and 
an extractor fan over. 

On the first floor bedroom 
one has an en-suite and 
overlooks the front. Bedroom 
two is positioned to the rear, 
as is bedroom three. Bedroom 
four lies to the front and the 
bathroom includes a bath with 
a shower over. 

Call 0121 520 2255. 




























PROPERTY 29 


Perfect family 
home with four 
bedrooms in a 
convenient spot 

TIPTON 

£250,000 »> 


Being beautifully presented, 
24 Charter Road, Tipton, is 
a four-bedroomed property 
a short distance away from 
local schools, amenities and 
travel links. 

It is for sale through Skitts 
Estate Agents at £250,000 with 
no chain. 

The home has gas central 
heating and is double 
glazed throughout. The 
accommodation briefly 
comprises of a through 
lounge/dining room, 
kitchen, downstairs WC, four 
bedrooms, bathroom, en-suite, 
garage, driveway and rear 
garden. 

In more detail the driveway 
has parking space for multiple 
cars. 

Stairs rise from the entrance 
hall to the first floor. The 
lounge has a bay window to 
the front and access straight 
through into the dining room. 
This space has French doors 
leading to the garden. 

Call 0121 520 2255. 


r 






Traditional terrace 
in refurbishment 


WEDNESBURY 

£160,000 


A refurbished three-bedroomed traditional terraced 
property, 21 Hollies Drive, Wednesbury, is for sale 
through Connells Estate Agents at offers over 
£160,000 with no chain. 

It includes two reception rooms, a fitted kitchen, a 
laundry room and downstairs bathroom. In more detail, 
reception room one has a sash window to the front and 
a door into an inner hall. From here there is a door to 
a cellar and a door to reception room two. This has a 
sash window to the rear, a fire surround and stairs off to 
the first floor. 

The kitchen has a window to the side, a range of wall 
and base units with work surfaces over, splash-back 
tiling, a one-and-a-half bowl sink and drainer with a 
mixer tap over, and double doors leading to the rear 
garden. There is also a laundry room. 

To book that all important viewing, contact Connells 
on 0121 556 2338. 



SDL 


AUCTIONS 


BIGWOOD 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY 
UNDER THE HAMMER 


with the West Midlands’ most 
successful auction network* 


N/ 


Entries now invited for our next auction on 


Wednesday 28th March 


i 




<£> 


CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046 




www.sdlauctions.co.uk 
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We Value Your Home 


SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 
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Longcroft Avenue, Wednesbury 



Offers £259,950 
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Aeriels 


Carpets 


Driveways 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
. ANY LIKE FOR LIKE . 

1 QUOTATION BEATEN '"S ' 


r 


7 


Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 
Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Sandwell Based 
0121 441 2891 
Mobile: 07853 253176 




sflillf 





SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIR LIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. \~i — 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift 

plus take away old carpets We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 

plus Shave Doors w bed and sofa brochures to your door 


3 Seater Sofa Divan Beds and 
only Mattresses 

£399 ,rom on| V 
£72 


Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


Lawley & Son 

DRIVEWAYS 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 

Professional quality work at 
competitive prices - ig 

All work undertaken 



J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 


WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65 •SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


HUNTER BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits * Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 I 01215567203 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 


External UPVC and composite doors 
also available 

Opening 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Ho "" 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX lo.™".' 
01922 623151 or 07810 122133 ltom Sa .' 2pm 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 



0121 688 7116 

West Brom, Walsall 
Wednesbury 


0121 630 3633 

Tipton, Oldbury 
Smethwick 


01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley, W’ton 


Decorating 


M J DECORATING 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

Interior and Exterior Decorating 
Plastering • Carpentry Work 
/ Fully Qualified / Insured / Est 20 yrs 

Telephone: 91215317129 
Mobile: 97522 298327 


Co our \ tone 

Interior & exterior painting 
and decorating f 

• Special rates for OAPs ”, 

• 25 years experience fff 

• Fully insured J * ^ 

9121 434 5679 97597 979786 



M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


Driveway & Patio Cleaning 


J L Driveway 
Cleaning 


• Jet Washing Specialists 

• Block Paving Repairs 

• Re-sanding 

All aspects of driveway 
cleaning undertaken 


Please call for no obligation quotation 

0121 574 3092 
07597 800 137 


Garage Doors 


L M S 
GARAGE DOORS 

All types of doors| 
supplied and fitted^ 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey af^l 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18701 


Mobile Hairdresser 


OB I LEH 
H AI RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Permsetg 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163 


Weed-free paving • No maintenance 
Non-sinking • Block paving 
and Tarmac 
Digger Grab Hire 

Various patterns and colours available 
Re-sealing service available 

Free Quotes 


Tel: 0121 574 0596 
Mobile: 07967 657539 


JolT Man 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 



Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I - -—. 


mbelectric. co. uk 1 
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Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


Rubbish Removal 



*Tree Surgeon Specialist ‘Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
‘Hedges Pruned/Shaped ‘Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
‘Fencing ‘Turfing ‘Concreting ‘Driveways & Patios 
‘Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 



TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 

• Fencing 

• Turfin s fl pLfrncn S Tel: 0121 

• Slabbing bUl/tlitU 531 £29 5 

• Ornamental Gravel NO Job TOO Small qj. 

• Driveways/Patios FREE 07866 

Cleaned ESTIMATES 623841 

• Gardens Cleared 


Plumbing 



MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 




BUM 


4 - < 

7 


IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Service 


[SSt. IXl36ljai]g] <& tPttnrdiflBg] 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS 

Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


^safe l 

301067 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


STS Plumbing Tiling Services 


ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN 


K ing, bathrooms, plumbing 

* AND TILING 
SPECIAL RATES FOR OAP’S 
fOillOTMIQNSi 


MMM 


For more info call now on 0121 434 5679 / 07507 070786 

X—H OUSEHOLD- 

r R L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Cl. All installations and repairs 
'U? nc Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 . 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk-^ 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


JV I I 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Property Maintenance 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 
■ ★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 
★ Bunding work 

. All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 5565294 Mobile: 07817 727261 



Tom Corbett Roofing Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate 8, Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement 8. Cleaning 

ELIiIiE* Rl5iS;liicS t 






•Fascias • Sof its • Dry Verge 
•Painting • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eli-teplas-ticsupvc.co.uk 


A1 Little Job Man 0 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes P : 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Plastering 


CA. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 



A.J.B. Waste Management 


Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation 

FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS 

Small Jobs NOT A PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free quotation 

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGE, 

WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE. 

You can also bring your own waste 
to our fully licensed transfer station 

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH 


Tel 0121520 7731 “ 


EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH p 

A CHEAP RUBBISH K 

REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM £- 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates r 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


Upholstery 


RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 
SOFA WORKSHOP 
Oldbury 

Tel: 07816 818492 anytime 
^emails vince.gandley@yahoo.com J 


Skip Hire 


RUSSELL SKIPS 


MINI/MIDI 
SKIPS 


(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Lost & Found 


PRETTY LONG HAIRED 

Female cat, white / light 
ginger, named Lily, missing 
from Wordsworth Street, 
West Bromwich since 
Monday, February 19. No 
collar / name tag, May be shut 
in. 

Any info please ring 
07522 788699. 




SINGLE ELECTRIC bed, never 
used. No reasonable offer refused. 
Brown commode chair, on wheels, 
unused, £30. 01543 505482. 

STAIR LIFT right sided round the 
corner. Immaculate condition can 
be seen working. £250. 01543 
579379/07791 366616. 



L Leisure 
Time 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


★ All Caravans Wanted * 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
J *CASH * WAITING* J 

★ Immediate collection ★ 
J Call Bill on 07825 325 913 J 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



CARAVAN for sale, North Wales, 
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick 
sale, mint condition. 07590124226. 


DOREMA GARDA 270XL 
AWNING 

charcoal and grey, fibre glass 
frame, size 15. 9ft wide, with 
carpet to fit, used twice, 

£500. 

Call Phil 07766 830949. 


HOBBY TOUR CARAVAN 

2006, 4 berth with fixed bed. 

£5,000. 

Contact Roz 07749 734065. 


STATIC CARAVAN Atlas 6 berth. 
Superb fittings. Beautiful site 
Woodlands Holiday Park LL36 
9UH, £14,000 ono. 01952 412314. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



BURNHAM-ON-SEA 


Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 


01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



JUMBLE SALE/ 
BRIC-A-BRAC 

St Luke's Church, Elwell Street 
Wednesbury, 

Saturday, March 3, at 1 pm. 
Admission 20p. 



PIANO LESSONS ; 

5 Week Starter Course ■ 


; ideal ; 

- EASTER mi 

[ 5 Lessons only £40 ' 

i Fun & Friendly Piano X 
i / ft Teacher fj \ 

iCall Dawn Elizabeth on:, 
[ _ _ 9 7 ? 7 _3 705739 _ _ \ 



Freest! 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Antique Fairs 


ANTIQUE/ 
COLLECTORS FAIR 

Kinver Community Centre, 

Sun 4th March 

EST 1979 Waverley. 

Next Book Fair Sun 18th Mar. 
Home made refreshments. 

0121 550 4381 


* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B63 3AT 

FRIDAY 9TH MARCH 

8:30 AM - 3 PM 

★ 07783 680 627 ★ 


3 

Home & 
Services 


CONSERVATORY SUITE 3 piece, 
inc foot stool excellent condition, 
£400 ono. 07718 523152. 

FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 



THREE PIECE SUITE Floral green 
fabric, arm and settee covers 
included, good condition. £125. 
01922 315226. 



Divan beds from £49. Mattresses 
from £29. Ortho matts from £69. 
Memory foam matts £79. Metal 
fashion bed frames - singles £49, 
doubles £69. Bunk bed frames £99. 
Choose from our unrivalled stocks 
of Mobility Chairs in leather and 
fabric - many models to choose 
saving up to 50% eg Roberto lift 
and tilt in leather 


HALF PRICE 

£349 



RICHMOND CLIC 
CLAC SOFABED 

IN BROWN FAUX 
SUEDE 

WAS £299 
SAVE £200 

NOW £99 

LOLA FABRIC 
CORNER SOFA 

WAS £999 
STOCK 
CLEARANCE 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 8XF. 
na OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW ^ 
TESCO & TOBY CARVERY ^ 

0121 557 6885 

BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 


.£399 


tub chair, £30. 01543 505482. 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (inc vat) 
WS32BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 

GARDEN SLABS 600sq, 450sq, £1 
each. Slate / shale, grey, lots of, 
grey highland rockery stones, 50p 
each. Must collect. 07793 324325. 



Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

01922 712184 


CHESTNUT 
SHEDS AND 
FENCING LTD 

Manufacturers and Suppliers of 
Heavy Duty Fully Tanalised Sheds, 
Summerhouses & 

All Garden Buildings. 

Super Quality/Competitive Prices 
Bespoke Buildings Fitting Available 
Unit 17, Oak Street, 
Quarry Bank DY5 2JH 
01384 913422/01384 569779 
www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+ PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 
Lady Buyer 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, 
any oriental items, old brass items, any 
silver items, War medals military etc. 
HOUSE CLEARANCES! 

Call: 01922 495066 . 

V or 07971 783206 V 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



DOORS INTERNAL 


Job lot of internal wooden 
doors in white. Over 85 doors 
20 fire doors included. 
Bargain 
£1,300 ono 
07833 334999. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


SCAFFOLD TOWER Boss Young- 
man Evolution aluminium, excellent 
condition, quick erect, bargain 
£595. Text 07399 575342. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



VINTAGE TOYS 


Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered. 

Good prices paid. 
Unleash the cash in your loft. 

Call Tony on 07812 903338. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 

CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


specialists at 
your service 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Aerials 


/7777p^y7, B^ Bli 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


\ 

Appliance Repairs 

V___ 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


Bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 

^ Building Services 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all 
building & all plastering work. 
Free quotes 07538118034 
or 01902 752161. 



Building Supplies 

V___ 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


\ 

Carpet Fitters 

V___ 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


CCTV 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & Alarms 
Cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


Data & Network 
Cabling 


ALL CABLING FOR BROADBAND 

Internet, Telephone, Extensions 
and Repairs Call 07960 173 589 or 
0800 633 5899. 


Driveways & Patios 


P.W DRIVEWAYS 

The Block Paving Specialists. 
Patios, Driveways, Pathways etc. 

SPECIAL OFFER £50 PSM 
(JANUARY ONLY) 

Free Quotes & Advice 

0800 747 1435 


Fencing 


PORTWfly 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 S 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30p 
Sat 8am- 12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


^jGIBl SHEDS 
& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


Garage 

Conversions 


ALL GARAGE CONVERSIONS 
CATERED FOR OAP discounts, 
Free quotes call 07522 643706 


\ 

Gardening Services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
^ pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

. patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 


GAS ^ 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


\ 

Gates 

v _ 

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


\ 

Handyman Services 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes call 07497 826697. 



FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 

House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

\ 

Kitchen Fitters 

v _ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

\ 

Lock Services 

V 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

\ 

Plans Prepared 

V 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

PROFESSIONAL HAND ink 

detailed drawings prepared. 01922 
684503/ 07730 888063. 

*\ 

Plastering 

V 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01543 327130 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

\ 

Plumbing & Heating 

V_ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Ree 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07621 411108. 

\ 

Removals 

v_ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 

Roofing 

V 

K^AAF 

O MM DOCTOR 

FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST 

ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
Tile replacement/Chimney pointing 
Fascias & Guttering 

i 

MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 

'N 

Rubbish Removal 

_ 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 

\ 

Skip Hire 

v _ 


AAA SKIP HIRE all sizes available, 
competitive prices : 01922 711411 
(option 2) or 07592 940556. 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GOLDSHILL SKIP & 
SELF DELIVERIES 

BRING YOUR WASTE TO US 

(any size vehicle) 

General, green, wood (can work out 
cheaper than a skip) 

OR 

HIRE A SKIP FROM US - 

Phone for prices 

0121 557 3346 

82 Pikehelve Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 OTU 

Tree Services 


BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 
small. Conifers & hedge trimming. 
Shrubs pruned, tidy ups & make 
overs 01543324608/07936882552 


Upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 

v _ 

AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 





ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 



Commercial 
^ Premises 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 
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READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

HIGH STREET, WEST BROM, 

Modern Studio & 1 Bed Flats. 
Walking distance to town centre. 
Low rent / affordable deposit. DSS 
35 + welcome. Call 07967 016425 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 




J9accommodation .com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


usaasi 


We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more - 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

ACT NOW I 

i-,»€ontact us on: 

07796801219/07988882090 


A 


Jobs 


DRIVER wanted. Local to general 
haulage. No nights out. Must have 
Call CPC. 0121 557 8661. 


TOTAL CONTROL RACING 
LTD 

are currently looking for a 

TRUCKIE / EXPERIENCED 
MECHANIC 

to work within our team on race 
cars and road cars. The job 
also involves going away for 
test days and race weekends. 
We are also after a part-time 
Class 1 HGV Driver. 

Anyone that is interested in 
tnesexpositions please 
email p1tcr@aol.com 
or Call 0121 556 1999 
between 9 till 5 
Monday to Friday 


Properties Wanted 



BSM Ybu r House CASHI 

You agree the price, we buy the house... 

NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 



^^V oc/home BUYERS 

I VWt THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 


We Buy Houses For Cash 

Free Valuation? Y Bs! No Fees? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 

&e+ your FREE, ins+an+ cash o-Pfer +oday! 


Call 01216631797 

or text "Cash" to 66777 yest-.omebuyer9.oom | 



WE BUY 

'ANYHOUSE 





I @f All Your Costs Paid & No Selling Fees 
I ® We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 
| Qf STOP Repossession/Eviction 
| «f Release Your Equity Today 

I www.UKFASTSALE.co.uk 


FREE Solicitors, FREE Survey, FREE Home Removals, FREE EPC 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

FORD FIESTA TITANIUM 2011, 
68,500 miles, silver, fsh, long MoT, 
1.4TDCI, one previous owner, ideal 
first car, £4,295 ono 01952 463487. 



MINI COOPER 
1.6L 

2007, 26,300 miles, Green, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, MoT, central locking 
£5,500 

07984 550263. 


FORD FOCUS CMAX 

2005, 1.6 zetec petrol, 60,000 
miles, elec.windows, air bag, 
elec mirrors, air con, alarm, 
MoT, CL, pas, abs, CD, 
excellent condition, service 
history, GT Family car 
£1,650. 

07505 358276. 


IDFAl 

FIRST CAR 


VW FOX 1.2 

59 plate. 

FSH, MoT, 
93,800 miles, EW. 
Genuine sale. 

£1,950 

07850 772186. 


PEUGEOT RCZ 

2010, 92,000 Miles, Black, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, 
electric mirrors, air con, fsh, 
alarm, MoT. One lady owner. 
Good condition 

£5,500 ono 

07477 945014 




FIAT DUCATO 120 MULTI 
JET SWB 2.3 DIESEL, 

59 reg., MoT February 2019, 
96,000 miles, roof bars, towbar, 
awning, single reclining 
captains seats, Satnav, 
reversing camera, FSH. 

£4,000 ono. 

07484 650225 / 

01785 841828. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



SMALL CAR 

Must be in good condition, with 
MoT. 

Up to £1,000 paid. 
Telephone 07961 589264. 


Mobile Mechanics 


• MOT’S • Diagnostics 
_ _ __ • Servicing • Air con 

MB MOTORS _ 8 . _ . 

MOBILE MECHANIC Tyres Aut0 Electncs 

07809 871733 

mbmotorsstaffordshire.co.uk 

mbmotors@outlook.com 


Public Notices 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Radford Close, Walsall) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via 
Radford Close, Walsall (Ladbury Road - Barrington Close). The maximum duration is 18 
months, but the work is expected to be completed by 14/03/18 effective from 14/03/18. 
A diversion route will be signed for traffic via Ladbury Road, Barrington Close and 
vice-versa. Purpose - works to replace a manhole cover by Amey for Severn Trent Water. 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Lewisham Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via 
Lewisham Road, Smethwick (Sydenham Road - Middlemore Road). The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 20/03/18 effective 
from 13/03/18. A diversion route will be signed for traffic via Hafords Lane, Birmingham 
Road, Middlemore Road and vice-versa. Purpose - works to install Virgin Media cables 
by Comex 2000. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Simpson Street, Oldbury) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via 
Simpson Street, Oldbury (across the junction of Pinfold Street). The maximum duration 
is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 13/03/18 effective from 
13/03/18. A diversion route will be signed for traffic via Century Road, Broadwell Road, 
Birmingham Road and vice-versa. Purpose - works to replace a manhole cover by Amey 
for Severn Trent Water. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Trafalgar Road, Smethwick) (Temporary 
One-Way Operation) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from 
proceeding along Trafalgar Road, Smethwick other than in a south easterly direction. The 
maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 26/03/18, 
effective from 12/03/18. Alternative route for north westerly bound vehicles via Windmill 
Lane, Raglan Road and Durban Road. Purpose - new service connection by Onsite for 
South Staffs Water. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Shaftesbury Street, West Bromwich) (Temporary 
Road Closure) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding 
via Shaftesbury Street, West Bromwich (Raleigh Street - Ruskin Street). The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 13/03/18 effective 
from 13/03/18. A diversion route will be signed for northbound traffic via Law Street, 
Tantany Lane, Wellington Street and Raleigh Street, and for southbound traffic via Garratt 
Street and Clive Street. Purpose - works to replace a manhole cover by Amey for Severn 
Trent Water. 





Local 

Information 


LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


NOTICE OF 
APPLICATION 
FOR A PREMISES 
LICENCE 

Hardi Tofiq Mohammed has 
applied to Sandwell Council 
for a Premises Licence at 
units 5/6 127-135 Hill Top, 
West Bromwich B70 ORZ to 
enable the Sale of Alcohol 
off the premises between 
0600 and 2400 hours 
Monday to Sundays. The full 
application can be inspected 
by contacting Licensing 
on 0121 569 6743 during 
normal office hours or email 
licensing@sandwell.gov. 
uk. Any representation must 
be made in writing before 
the 22nd of March 2018 to: 
Licensing Team, Sandwell 
Council, PO Box 2372, 
Oldbury B69 3BS 
It is an offence knowingly or 
recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection 
with an application and the 
maximum fine for which a 
person is liable on summary 
conviction for the offence is 
unlimited. 


WENDY PEARSON 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 

Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
107 The Cottage Corngreaves Hall Corngreaves 
Road Cradley Heath B64 7NL, who died on 
18/10/2017, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned on or before 
02/05/2018, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
NORTHWOOD BANKS & CO 
1600 Coventry Road Yardley B26 1AL T523912 


Public Notices 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The council has made The Sandwell Borough Council (Devonshire Junior School, 
Smethwick) (20mph Zone) Order 2018, effective from 01/03/2018, to: 1) Prohibit any 
vehicle exceeding a speed of 20mph on the sections of roads highlighted in blue on 
drawing number 39520.2) The provisions of this Order shall not apply to: - any vehicle 
on an occasion when it is being used for fire brigade, ambulance or police purposes, if 
the observance of that provision would be likely to hinder the use of the vehicle for the 
purpose for which it is being used on that occasion, or to a vehicle being used: (a) for 
Serious Organised Crime Agency purposes, or (b) for training persons to drive vehicles 
for use of Serious Organised Crime Agency purposes. However, (except where it is being 
used for training by the person by whom it is being driven), the exemption does not apply 
in relation to a vehicle unless it is being driven by a person who is being trained in driving 
vehicles at high speeds. 3) The Order shall not apply to a vehicle if it is a vehicle used for 
naval, military or air force purposes and that vehicle if it is being driven by a person or a 
member of the armed forces of the Crown on an occasion when:- (a) the person driving 
the vehicle is a member of the special forces as defined in the Road Traffic Exemptions 
(Special Forces) (Variation and Amendment) Regulations 2011; and (b) the vehicle is 
being driven: (i) in response, or for practice in responding, to a national security 
emergency by a person who has been trained in driving vehicles at high speeds; or 
(ii) for the purpose of training a person in driving vehicles at high speeds. Full details may 
be examined at Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE 
during normal office hours. Anyone wishing to question the validity of the Order on the 
grounds that any aspect of the relevant legislation has not been complied with, can apply 
to the High Court by 12/04/2018. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Devonshire Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure - No.2) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicle 
from proceeding via parts of Devonshire Road, Smethwick as listed below. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 11 /05/18 effective 
from 05/03/18. It is anticipated that the work will be carried out in three phases: 

Phase 1 - Holly Lane - Walter Road (05/03/18 - 23/03/18): vehicles will be permitted 
to travel in a north westerly direction only. A diversion route will be signed for south east 
bound traffic via Holly Lane, St Paul’s Road and Sabell Road. Betram Road, at its junction 
with Devonshire Road will be closed for a short period during Phase 1 and the one-way 
operation of Bertram Road temporarily revoked whilst works take place. Phase 2 - 
Sabell Road - Stony Lane (26/03/18 - 20/04/18): vehicles will be permitted to travel 
in a south easterly direction only. A diversion route will be signed for north west bound 
traffic via Stony Lane, High Street, Sabell Road and vice-versa. Phase 3 - St Alban’s 
Road - Sabell Road (23/04/18 -11/05/18): vehicles will be prohibited from travelling 
in any direction. A diversion route will be signed via Sabell Road, St Paul’s Road, 

Bertram Road and via St Alban’s Road, St Paul’s Road, Sabell Road taking into account 
the one-way streets. Purpose - gas main renewal scheme by Balfour Beatty for 
Cadent Gas Ltd. 


Bm 


Personals 


AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana 
massageparlour.co.uk 


Ar.Tjels 
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MALE WIDOWER 71 

WLTM lady 65 to 72 for days out 
and friendship. 

Non smoker. 

Possible relationship. 

Box Number P21092, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

^Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 

bookanad.expressandstar.oo.uk 

Simply dick the FreeAds icon 


*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 
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L V CARS 

GREAT DEALS 
ON USED CARS 


13 REG FORD S-MAX 2.0 TDCI TITANIUM 
POWERSHIFT 5-dr Auto, Blue, 7 Seater, 

Front & Rear Parking Sensors, 40k miles. £11,895 

62 REG BMW 1 SERIES 2.0 118d M SPORT 2-dr 
Auto, Red, RCL, PAS, Alloys, Radio/CD/MP3, 

FSH, 54k miles.£10,999 

65 REG NISSAN JUKE 1.6 ACENTA XTRONIC CVT 
5-dr Auto, Black, ABS, Cruise Control, 

5,589 miles. £10,995 

64 REG AUDI A1 1.4 TFI SPORT 3-dr, White, 

Half Leather, Power Steering, Full Audi SH, 

41 k miles.£9,999 

61 REG VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN 1.4 TSi 
BLUEMOTION TECH MATCH 5-dr, Silver, 

Climate Control, Front & Rear Parking Sensors, 
Bluetooth, 46k miles.£9,995 

11 REG HYUNDAI 1x35 1.7 CRDi 16V PREMIUM 
INDIVIDUAL PACK SUV 2WD, 5-dr, Silver, 

Full Leather, Full Service History, 

59,000 miles. £7,799 

64 REG CITROEN DS3 1.6 BLUE HDi DSIRE 3-dr, 
Black, A/C, RCL, Alloys, Sports Seats, 

Stunning, 29k miles.£7,699 

12 REG VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.2 CDTi EXCLUSIV 
AWD 5-dr, White, Half Leather, Bluetooth, 

Service History, 68k miles. £6,590 

08 REG BMW Z4 2.0i SPORT ROADSTER 2-dr, 

Silver, A/C, RCL, ABS, Radio/CD/MP3, 

Alloys, 58k miles.£5,999 

14 REG SKODA RAPID SPACEBACK 1.6 TDI 
GREENLINE 5-dr, Silver, Alarm, A/C, PAS, 

RCL, ABS, Alloys, 69k miles.£5,995 

57 REG FORD GALAXY 1.8 TDCi ZETEC 5-dr, 

Gold, 7 Seater, Alloys, PAS, RCL, 

1 Former Owner, 94k miles.£4,595 

62 REG VAUXHALL CORSA 1.21 12V ACTIVE 3-dr, 
Grey, RCL, ABS, Bluetooth, Radio/CD/MP3, 

69k miles. £4,295 


205-215 Halesowen Road, 
Netherton, DY2 9PU 
01384 592564 
07441 907791 
www.lvcars.co.uk 


25 years of Vauxhall Corsa 



Vauxhall Corsa B (1993-2000) 


By Adam Weller 

Since launching to the UK in 
1993, the Vauxhall Corsa has 
become a staple of UK roads, 
with two million examples of the 
hatch sold since its debut. 

The Corsa’s predecessor, the 
Nova, was one of Britain’s most 
popular hatches throughout the 
1980s. However, by the end of it’s 
run, the Nova - sold as the Opel 
Corsa in Europe - was starting to 
look decidedly dated against rivals 
such as the Ford Fiesta. 

Fortunately, a replacement was 
in the pipeline... 

• VAUXHALL CORSA B (1993- 
2000 ) 

With the introduction of the 
Corsa in 1993, Vauxhall up¬ 
ended the hatchback market, 
with the cars curving, modern 
style proving to be a sales hit, 
and cemented the nameplate’s 
reputation as a dependable car for 
small families and young drivers 
alike. 

The Corsa gradually evolved 
throughout the 90’s with minor 
facelifts, before being replaced in 
2000. However, the design lived 
on for many years in the Chinese 
and South American markets. 

• VAUXHALL CORSA C (2000- 
2006) 

The second UK Corsa was 
launched in October 2000, and 
proved to be everything a sequel 
should be; bigger, sharper and 
more modern, with more trim and 



Vauxhall Corsa E (2014 to now 


engine options than the previous 
generation. 

The second-generation car 
proved that the Corsa was here 
to stay. It was the most popular 
supermini on the market from 
2002-2005, before production 
stopped in 2006. It was also one of 
the best-selling cars of any type in 
the UK, a feat which the Corsa has 
continually achieved ever since. 

This generation of the Corsa, 
and the early examples of the 
Corsa D that followed, are still 
vastly popular with young drivers 
thanks to their cheap running 
costs and insurance. 

• VAUXHALL CORSA D (2006- 
2014) 

When the Corsa D arrived on 
the market in the latter half of 
2006, it was clear that the Corsa 
had evolved. An all-new platform 
and new, sweeping styling 
provided a sleeker, sportier edge 


to the Corsa. This was further 
accentuated by a facelift in 2010. 

The Corsa D was the first to 
be bestowed with a VXR badge. 
The hot hatch launched in 2007 
with 189bhp on tap and 0-62 in 
6.8secs. However, those figures 
went up with special editions such 
as the VXR Nurburgring. 

The Corsa D was on the market 


for some eight years, and as such, 
is the longest-running Corsa thus 
far, which is a further testament to 
its design. 

• VAUXHALL CORSA E 
(2014-PRESENT) 

Much like the shift between the 
first and second-generation, the 
current Corsa is an evolution of its 
predecessor, rather than a clean 


slate. The styling was altered to be 
more in line with the other stars of 
the Vauxhall range, with a larger, 
more striking grille, and an entirely 
revised look insideand out. 

To this day, the Corsa is still 
one of the biggest-selling cars in 
the UK and will likely continue to 
feature prominently on the sales 
charts for the next 25 years as well. 



CROSSLANDL 


MOKKAX 


THE NEW 


CHOOSE YOUR ADVENTURE 


WANDLANG 


A "UPTO 
5YEARS 


% FLEXIBLE 


APR FINANCE 


Welcome to the new Grandland X, Mokka X and Crossland X. Our exciting SUV family shows off 
premium-class innovations like touchscreen infotainment, LED lighting and sports ergonomic seats. 

So wherever you choose to go, there's an X to hit your spot. 


Sandwell Garages 


www.sandwellvauxhall.com 


Spon Lane 
West Midlands 
B70 6AR 

0121 553 7693 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). For Crossland X, Mokka X and Grandland X Ranges: Urban: 32.8 
(8.6)- 68.9 (4.1), Extra-urban: 49.6 (5.7) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined: 42.2 (6.7) - 78.5 (3.6). C0 2 emissions: 155 - 93g/km. # 

Sandwell Garages Limited trading as Sandwell Garages are acting as a credit broker and not a lender, are acting as a credit broker and not a lender. We will introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Commission may be received. 

Models shown are Crossland X SE, Grandland X Sports Nav and Mokka X Active. Offer subject to availability, on selected models at participating Retailers only. Conditional Sale. Finance subject to status. Ts&Cs apply. Applicants must be 18+. 24 - 60 months term. Offer applies to private 
individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 vehicles (purchase only excluding B2B supported vehicles). All other customers are excluded. Offer available on orders or registrations between 19 December 2017 and 2 April 2018. #Fuel consumption information is official government 
environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Vauxhall Motors Limited reserves the right to 
change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Correct at time of going to press. 




































MOTORING 


New Ka+ line-up includes 
an SUV-inspired crossover 



The new range of Ford’s smallest car goes on sale later this year 


By James Parker 

Ford has unveiled its new Ka+ range, which 
includes an SUV-inspired crossover. 

With a larger interior space than its predecessor, 
and a fresh tech update, the new range of Ford’s 
smallest car goes on sale later this year. 

Prices start from £10,795, with the Ka+ plus also 
available in either Studio or Zetec spec. 

The new Ka+ Active crossover is 23mm higher than 
its sister model, has a wider chassis, a larger front 
anti-roll bar, and comes equipped with roof rails - 
which Ford says supports active lifestyles. ‘Unique’ 
15-inch alloy wheels and Canyon Ridge bronze paint 
are also offered. 

The Ka+ Active is the second Active car to be 
offered by the American manufacturer, following the 
launch of the Fiesta Active. 

Ford says the new Ka-i- Active crossover “further 
enhances” its compact five-door model, with its price 
making it more accessible to the wider market. 

The new range comes with a choice of powertrains, 
including Ford’s new 1.2-litre, three-cylinder petrol 
engine - offering 70bhp - and, for the first time on a 
Ka-i- model, a94bhp 1.5-litre TDCi diesel engine. 

Speaking about the inclusion of a crossover in 
the range, Roelant de Waard, vice president of 
marketing, sales and service, said: “Last year Ford 



The new Ka-i- Active crossover 

sold more than 200,000 SUVs in Europe for the first 
time, and demand for SUV and crossover models has 
never been higher. 

“Our new Ford Ka-i- Active model will this year make 
the crossover affordable to even greater numbers of 
customers, with aspirational styling, sophisticated 
technologies customers would expect to see in much 
more expensive cars.” 

Other tech includes Ford’s SYNC 3 
communications and entertainment system via the 
6.5-inch touchscreen, Apple CarPlay and Android 
Auto, rain-sensitive wipers, auto headlamps, heated 
windscreen, heated front seats, climate control, and 
rear parking sensors. 

Mr De Waard said: “Ford has sold more than 61,000 
Ka-i- models since we first introduced the it in late 
2016, and now we’re offering customers even more 
choice with our first Ka-i- diesel engine for greater 
fuel-efficiency and cruising ability, and all-new petrol 
powertrains that are more responsive in town, all 
meeting the latest stringent emissions standards.” 



DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

DUDLEY’S MAIN VAUXHALL DEALER 

NEW-USED CARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES 

ALL CARS GUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILABLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 
REMEMRER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T’s & C’s Apply) 



2008/58 
BMW 6 
SERIES 
635d SPORT 

2-dr Convertible, 
Auto, Grey, 
62,212 miles 

£14,495 

2010/10 
VAUXHALL 
CORSA 
1.6T VXR LTD 
EDITION 
3-dr, Red, 
57,000 miles 
£7,995 



2009/59 
BMW 3 SERIES 
^ 318d M 

SPORT 

5-dr Estate, Grey, 
57,683 miles 

£8,995 


2006/06 LAND ROVER 
RANGE ROVER 4.2 V8 
SUPERCHARGED 
VOGUESE 

4-dr Auto Estate, 
Blue, 75,000 miles 

£10,995 


2015/65 ABARTH 595 1.4 T-JET TURISMO 3-dr, 

Grey & Red, 10,500 miles . £12,495 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 2.0T 16V VXR 3-dr, Black, 
45,700 miles . £11,995 

2015/15 VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.6i EXCLUSIV 5-dr, 

Blue, 20,100 miles. £9,995 

2015/65 KIA CEED 1.4 SR7 5-dr, Black, 16,300 miles £9,750 

2017/17 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi 16V VAN 
START/STOP Silver, Only 5 miles . £9,495 + VAT 

2015/15 VAUXHALL CORSA1.4 SRi VX-LINE 3-dr, Green, 
16,000 miles . £8,995 

2015/64 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6T 16V VXR 3-dr, White, 
28,000 miles . £8,995 

2014/14 SUZUKI SX4 S-CROSS 1.6 SZ4 5-dr, 

Blue, 20,190 miles . £8,995 


2009/59 KIA SPORTAGE 2.0 XE 2WD 5-dr 4x4, 
Black, 18,445 miles. 


J PI 

2013/13 

NISSAN 

JUKE 

1.6 ACENTA 

5-drCVT, Red, 
22,000 miles 

£8,995 


2015/64 
HYUNDAI 
SANTA FE 
2.2CRDI 
PREMIUM 

' 5-dr Auto, 7 Seats, 
Silver, 47,600 miles 

£18,995 


2008/08 HYUNDAI SANTA FE 2.2 CRTD CDX 

5-dr 4x4, Black, 50,272 miles . £6,995 

2007/56 RENAULT MEGANE 2.0T 16V RENAULTSPORT 230 
FI TEAM R6, 3-dr, Liquid Yellow, 62,245 miles . £6,695 

2013/13 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 

3-dr, White, 56,400 miles . £6,495 

2012/12 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6i 16V EXCLUSIV 5-dr, 

Silver, 39,700 miles . £5,795 

2010/10 RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 DCi 106 DYNAMIQUE 
TOMTOM 3-dr, Cayenne Orange, 46,589 miles . £4,995 

2013/13 CITROEN Cl I.Oi VTR+ 5-dr, Scarlet Red, 

26,482 miles . £4,750 

2008/08 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4i 16V SXi 

5-dr, Silver Lightning, 62,258 miles . £3,995 

2003/03 MAZDA MX-5 1.6i 2-dr Convertible, 

Green, 67,018 miles. £3,295 

2006/06 PEUGEOT 206 1.4 VERVE 

5-dr, 49,220 miles . £2,995 



2012/62 LAND ROVER 
RANGE ROVER 
EV0QUE 2.2 eD4 
PURE 

5-dr Estate, 
2WD, White, 
Full Leather, 
38,800 miles 

£19,995 


2015/15 
VAUXHALL 
ADAM 1.4i 
ROCKS AIR 

3-dr, 13,000 
miles. Great 
Spec 

£8,995 

2013 63 
NISSAN 
QASHQAI 
1.6(117) 
VISIA 
5-dr, White, 
14,000 miles 
£9,995 

2012/12 BMW 
X3 XDRIVE 
20D SE 

5-dr Estate, 
White, 
46,000 miles 

£15,590 


2015/15 
SUBARU XV 
2.0D SE 

5-dr, White, 
27,000 miles 

£12,795 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 4541OO www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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“MOTORING 



Kia’s new Rio is packed full of standard equipment 


Great value Rio is spacious 
and very well-equipped 



Low Mileage 

14 Nissan Micra Hatchback 1.2 Acenta Red Only 6000 Miles £6,795 

64 Citroen DS3 1.6 VTi 16V DStyle Plus 3dr Mauve 7000 Miles £8,495 

64 Hyundai 1X20 Hatchback 1.6 Active Auto Blue only 8000 Miles £8,995 

65 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique S Nav Auto Red 9000 Miles £10,995 

66 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 1.4T Design Silver Only 10000 Miles £13,495 

64 Kia Soul Diesel 1.6 CRDi Connect Auto Silver Only 10000 Miles £10,995 
Citroen 

60 Citroen C3 Picasso Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi 8V VTR+ Red 53k £4,495 

62 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 e-HDi Platinum EGS6 White 21k £9,495 

07 Citroen C6 Diesel 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto Grey 71k £7,495 

64 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Air Exclusive+ Blue 39k £11,995 

64 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive Bluel7k £11,995 

64 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive+ Bronze 26k £12,495 

64 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive+ ETG6 Blue 23k £13,495 

14 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive+ ETG6 Silver 53k £10,995 

65 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso Diesel 1.6 BlueHDi VTR+ Black 36k £11,495 

Ford 

64 Ford B-max Diesel Hatchback 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 16k £8,695 

64 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Black 17k £8,995 

64 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 18k £8,995 

13 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 125 Zetec Powersoft Silver 28k £7,995 

62 Ford Grand C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Silver 69k £7,995 

63 Ford Ka Hatchback 1.2 Studio 3dr [Start Stop] White 36k £4,495 

64 Ford Kuga Diesel Estate 2.0 TDCi Titanium 2WD Blue 13k £13,495 

64 Ford S-max Diesel Estate 2.0 TDCi 163 Titanium Blue 33k £13,995 

Nissan 

61 Nissan Juke 1.6 Acenta [Premium Pack] Silver 61k £6,795 

64 Nissan Note Hatchback 1.2 Acenta Premium Red 38k £6,995 

62 Nissan Note Special Editions 1.4 N-Tec+Silver 43k £5,295 

14 Nissan Qashqai 1.2 DiG-T Acenta [Smart Vision] Beige 29k £10,495 

Peugeot 

61 Peugeot 107 Hatchback 1.0 Urban Blue 36k £3,995 

61 Peugeot 3008 Diesel 1.6 e-HDi 112 Active EGC Black 43k £5,995 

60 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi 112 Sport Black 74k £4,995 

14 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi Active White 24k £8,995 

09 Peugeot 308 Diesel Hatchback 1.6 HDi 90 S Silver 91k £2,995 

62 Peugeot Partner Teepee S 1.6 HDI Blue 39k With Access Ramp £6,795 


Vauxhall 

64 Vauxhall Agila Hatchback 1.2 VVT SE Auto Red 18k £7,495 

11 Vauxhall Astra 1.7 CDTi 16V ecoFLEX SRi Silver 61k £5,495 

61 Vauxhall Corsa 1.3 CDTi Limited Edition 3dr White 95k £3,995 

62 Vauxhall Corsa Hatchback Special Eds 1.4 Active White 36k £5,795 

64 Vauxhall Insignia Sports Tourer 2.0 CDTi Design Blue 29k £9,295 

64 Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 CDTi 16V ecoFLEX Tech Line Blue 46k £6,995 

64 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1.4T 16V Exclusiv Auto Blue 26k £7,795 

64 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1.4T 16V SE Auto Grey 20k £8,995 

14 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Design Nav [110] Grey 26k £8,495 

64 Vauxhall Zafira Diesel Tourer 2.0 CDTi SE Silver 48k £8,995 

62 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi [165] SRi Auto Silver 41k £8,495 

Others 

63 Chevrolet Spark Hatchback 1.2i LTZ Black 43k £4,495 

59 Honda Jazz 1.4 i-VTEC EX 5dr i-SHIFT Auto Blue 30k £5,995 

12 Kia Venga Diesel 1.6 CRDi EcoDynamics 3 Red 37k £6,795 

61 Mg Motor Uk MG6 Gt Hatchback 1.8T S Blue 44k £4,295 

64 Mitsubishi Mirage Hatchback 1.2 3 5dr CVT Green 23k £6,795 

64 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique MediaNav EDC Black 44k £7,995 

14 Skoda Octavia Diesel 1.6 TDI CR Elegance Brown 42k £9,495 

14 Skoda Yeti Estate 1.2 TSI SE 5dr DSG Green 51k £9,295 

64 Volkswagen Golf Cabriolet 1.6 TDI BlueMotion Tech SE Blue 49k £9,995 

13 Volkswagen Tiguan 2.0 TDi BlueMotion Tech SE DSG Black 61k £10,995 



Specialists In 

One Owner, Full Service History, 
Ex Motability Vehicles 
Drive Away This Weekend 



l 



Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

-, 


www.oakgarage.co.uk 


■ ft_ \ 

Unit 1 , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 1TB 


RBC. 

Tel: 01384 906030 



Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 10-4 


By Ted Welford 


The Rio is effectively Kia’s Ford Fiesta rival. While 
it might not be something you’ve ever heard of, it 
has actually been around for a fair few years. While 
not the obvious choice to many in the supermini 
market, alongside popular choices, it is worth 
considering just in terms of value for money. 

It now gets Kia/Hyundai’s relatively new 1.0-litre 
T-GDi engine, offering 99bhp and 232Nm of torque. 

Kia launched its new fourth generation Rio last year, 
giving it a fresh new look and increasing its size. As 
one of Kia’s best-selling cars, it is paramount that it got 
it right in the competitive supermini market. 

It has received Kia’s now trademark front slim 
grille, and a raft of safety technology, allowing it to 
compete against rivals from Ford and Seat, which both 
launched new versions of their popular superminis 
last year. Smart new LED DRLs have also been added, 
while the infotainment system has been completely 
redesigned, accessible via a smart seven-inch 
touchscreen. 

Our Rio test car came with Kia’s 1.0-litre 
turbocharged petrol engine. It’s a flexible engine, 
offering decent performance and low running costs, 
and ideally sized for new drivers. 



The cabin of the Rio is well-laid out 

It produces 99bhp and a beefy, for its size, 232Nm 
of torque. While it’s not fast, it can get from 0-60mph 
in 10.3 seconds and onto atop speed of 115mph. It’s 
paired with a five-speed manual gearbox. 

As for running costs, Kia claims it will return 62.8mpg, 
while emitting 102g/km of C02. 

However, like many of these small turbocharged 
engines, it’s difficult to get anywhere near the claimed 
fuel economy figures. After a 300-mile journey in it, and 
with steady driving, we struggled to get anywhere near 
50mpg. 

One of the best things about the Rio is how well it sits 
at motorway speeds. For such a small engine, it doesn’t 
feel strained at all even when sat at 70mph. It also rides 
well for the best part, with only potholes and hefty 
bumps threatening to ruin its smoothness. 

The cabin of the Rio is very well laid out, and 
everything is logically positioned. The seven-inch 
touchscreen also makes the Rio’s interior look fresh 
and modern, which it largely is. 

It’s spacious too, with plenty of room up front and 
the rear should be big enough to seat two adults 
comfortably. 

The Rio is an extremely well-equipped car that 
represents superb value for money. This top spec 
‘3’ model might seem a bit expensive at £16,785, but 
considering what you get for the money, it’s a great 
deal. 

As standard you get 16-inch alloy wheels, automatic 
lights and wipers, LED DRLs, cornering function lights 
and electric folding and adjustable mirrors. 

On the inside you get faux black leather upholstery 
with front heated seats, a seven-inch touchscreen 
that includes satellite navigation, Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto, rear parking sensors and a reversing 
camera. 

On the safety front, it has autonomous emergency 
braking, lane departure warning and hill-start control. 
On our 300-mile snowy journey, though, the braking 
assist refused to work because of the snow blocking 
the sensors at the front. 

The Kia Rio is a great-value, well-equipped and 
spacious supermini. In top spec ‘3’, it is laden with all 
the equipment you’d ever need, and for that reason is 
the pick of the range. 

The 1.0-litre T-GDi engine is also fantastically capable 
on the motorway and around town. 

Model as tested : Rio 1.0 T-GDi ‘3’ Eco 

Price: £16,785 

























Hat’s off - Vikram Solanki is a good friend 


Rachael passing on her cricket tips to students 



Barrie Richards - leaving Danescourt after 42 years 



Lovely - Rachael Heyhoe Flint 


One man went to mow 
- and stayed for 42 years 


AFTER 42 years of preparing Wolver¬ 
hampton’s pitch for some of the most fa¬ 
mous names in cricket, Barrie Richards’ 
innings is over. 

The Danescourt Road groundsman has seen 
stars such as Vikram Solanki, Moeen Ali, 
Wasim Jaffer and Baroness Rachael Heyhoe 
Flint all shine at the crease he has lovingly ten¬ 
dered for four decades. 

Now the 65-year-old is set to embark on a new 
chapter after confirming his retirement. And he 
leaves with a secret. He isn’t even a fan of cricket! 

“I’m like the Wolves fan that is forced to go and 
watch the Albion every week!” Barrie joked. 

“Growing up, I played rugby for Newport in Shrop¬ 
shire. I also played football. Cricket just wasn’t a 
game that thrilled me. I just couldn’t get excited by it. 

“But from the moment I started studying grass and 
green keeping at college I wanted to be a grounds¬ 
man. 

“Being outside is in my blood. My dad was a farmer 
on Lord Bradford’s estate at Weston Park and I would 
often help him. And then I got the opportunity to 
work at Tipton Sports Club where I was tutored by 
head groundsman Bert Flack. 

Perfect 

“Then I heard about the opportunity at Wolver¬ 
hampton Cricket Club and thought it would be per¬ 
fect for me and my family.” 

Barrie recalls heading for his interview at Dane¬ 
scourt on a bus with his son Andy in tow in a carrycot. 

“A member called Mollie Mackelworth came and 
picked us up,” he said. “Then another member felt 
sorry for us so he gave us a lift back. 

“But as soon as I arrived for the interview I knew 
the job would be perfect for me. There was a little 
bungalow down the road and they said that came with 
the position. My wife and I were wanting another 
child so it seemed ideal. 

“The local schools were good. It was semi-countri- 
fied for the children. They could play by the pool and 
come home and put up tents. They had everything 
they needed.” 

Barrie and his wife Ann welcomed two daughters 
while living in the bungalow. 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Joseph Masi 


“I may not be the biggest 
cricket fan but the one thing 
I’m really going to miss is the 
camaraderie with the play¬ 
ers. Some very special peo¬ 
ple have passed through this 
cricket club over the years.” 


And he quickly struck up a rapport with a number 
of high-profile players. 

“I may not be the biggest cricket fan but the one 
thing I’m really going to miss is the camaraderie with 
the players,” he said. 

“Some very special people have passed through this 
cricket club over the years. 

“Rachael Heyhoe Flint was one of the most lovely 
ladies you could ever meet. You could always have a 
laugh and a joke with her. She had a great sense of 
humour. 

“Vikram Solanki is a good friend. Whenever he 
comes to the ground we always have a chat. I get on 
really well with Vikram. 

“But they have all been great. I have not had any 
argument with any of them. Of course, they always 
praise the pitch when they have won. Then blame the 
pitch when they have lost! But you soon get used to 
that. But it was always a laugh coming in and having 
a beer with the players after a game.” 

A multiple winner of groundsman of the year, Bar¬ 
rie has some of the steadiest hands in the Birming¬ 
ham League. 

And he says hard work is the secret to keeping a 
pitch so immaculate for so long. 

“It’s a devotion not a job,” he said. “At times it feels 
like you are working 24 hours a day, seven days week. 


“Wdien you have 25-acres to look after, there is al¬ 
ways something to do. 

“I developed skin cancer 12 years ago but I think 
you just have to put that down as an occupational 
hazard. 

“This was me, though. I couldn’t have worked in 
an office all day. I wanted to be outside with nature.” 

He has a number of highlights during his time at 
Wolverhampton. But he admits the team’s victory in 
the National Knockout back in 1999 really stands out. 

Barrie added: “A real highlight was winning the 
National Knockout in 1999. That was great. 

“We had loads of coaches from all the local cricket 
clubs going down to Lord’s. 

“We even had our local rivals Walsall getting a 
coach together. It was a really big thing. 

“Ann and I went down with the team. We stayed 
overnight and had lunch at Lord’s and went out on 
the ground. 

“It wasn’t bad for someone who doesn’t like 
cricket!” 

To prove groundskeeping is in the family blood, his 
son looks after the fairways at nearby South Staffs 
Golf Club. 

And it’s spending time with his family that Barrie 
is most looking forward to in his retirement. 

Support 

“My daughter Julie lives in France so I’m looking 
forward to being able to go over there and stay with 
her,” he said. “My wife Ann passed away fairly re¬ 
cently and we had hoped to see more of the country¬ 
side together. When she died, I just lost it and knew 
I had to retire. 

“I have got five grandchildren and three step-grand- 
children, they will keep me busy. I’ve had a full life 
really so it’s time to slow down.” 

While he will be slowing down, Barrie will still be a 
regular feature at Danescourt. 

“I’m still going to come and support the team and 
barrack them,” he added. 

“I’ve got so many friends here and I know I can 
always come back and have a laugh. 

“I’ll miss the players but I’m not going to miss run¬ 
ning out to put the covers on when it rains. I’ll have a 
big smile on my face when I see the new groundsman 
doing that.” 


Question of sport for 
Albion and Glassboys 

LEGENDS from West Bromwich Albion and Stourbridge FC will go head- 
to-head in a Question of Sport evening to raise money for a local charity. 

The likes of Darren “Big Dave” Moore and Glassboys boss Gary Hackett 
will face off in a charity version of the TV sports quiz with all money raised 
for the Mary Stevens Hospice. It takes place on Thursday April 5 in the 
clubhouse at Stourbridge FC’s War Memorial Athletic Ground. 

Alongside Moore, Team WBA will comprise Ian Hamilton, James Cham¬ 
bers, Mark Naylor and an as yet unnamed fifth player, while Team Stour¬ 
bridge will feature Andy Pountney, Jon Ford, Matt Webb and Craig Slater 
alongside Hackett. 

Organisers have also told supporters to expect “a couple of guests” and 
“rolling subs”, as the players will also be taking time out to chat with fans 
on the night. 

Tickets are £8 including a fish & chip supper. To book, visit Marysteven- 
shospice.co.uk/event/charity-question-sport or call 01384 377 778. 


Legends on the ball 
for fundraising clash 

ALBION heroes will take on a Glassboys Old Boys XI for the Jane Webb 
Memorial Trophy - with charity set to be the big winner on the day. 

The game, on April 8, will be the third annual legends match between the 
two sides in aid of Mary Stevens Hospice. It kicks off at the War Memorial 
Athletic Ground at 2.30pm. The first game ended in a 1-1 draw, while Bag¬ 
gies were victorious last year with a 6-4 scoreline. 

Last year’s gate surpassed 3,000, a sell-out for Stourbridge FC. The 
games have helped to raise more than £40,000 for the hospice over the last 
two years 

The Jane Webb Memorial Trophy is named in honour of a hospice sup¬ 
porter who was the inspiration for the game. 

Fundraisers at the hospice collaborate on the event each year with orig¬ 
inal organisers Matt Webb, a former Glassboys player and Mark Naylor, 
elite development goalkeeping coach at West Bromwich Albion. 

Admission is £10, or free for under-15s. 


Rhino has sights on 
powering to victory 

RYAN Stewart Davies has promised something special when he fights at 
Walsall Town Hall this weekend. Davies, aged 25, is on the bill at BCB 
Promotions’ ‘The Class of 2018’ on Saturday. 

‘Rhino’ has been focusing on increasing his firepower and said he was 
looking to land a bomb on opponent Myles Vale. He said: “I have been 
working hard on my strength and power for this one. People come to boxing 
to see a knockout and I want to be able to do that here.” 

‘The Class of 2018’ sees Walsall super welterweight Levi Ferguson, Wol¬ 
verhampton welterweight Gareth Gardner and Wolverhampton-based Pole 
Damian Kiwior, welterweight, all fight for the first time. They are joined by 
Walsall bantamweight Humza Ali, Kingswinford super welterweight Danny 
Ball and Wolverhampton cruiserweight Antony Woolery. 

Tickets are £35 general admission (£40 on the door) and £60 (VIP Ring¬ 
side to include buffet and waitress service). Call 0845 111 2900 or see 
https://iboxingtickets.com/ 
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Duo in the 
hot-seat as 
season nears 

BIRMINGHAM management members 
David Mason and Lee Kilby will be in 
the hot-seat at a special event next week. 

The pair will appear at Aston Manor 
Cricket Club on Thursday, March 8, 
from 7pm as the build-up to the forth¬ 
coming season continues. 

Entry is £2 per person with mon¬ 
ies raised going towards Birmingham 
Speedway Supporters’ Club. 

Co-promoter Mason said: “Myself and 
Lee are really looking forward to the 
event and it’s good to get our working 
relationship with the Supporters’ Club 
up and running. 

“We’ve been looking to do something 
like this for a few months but we’ve had 
so much going on behind the scenes to 
ensure we’re ready for our first season in 
charge, we simply haven’t had the time. 

“But with Press and Practice on 
March 21 and our first meeting on March 
28 fast approaching, it will be good to be 
a part of an event like this with our loyal 
supporters. 

“At the end of the day, a club is noth¬ 
ing without its fans and I know the 
Brummies’ fanbase are very passionate 
about their speedway. 

“Lee will be there to talk commercial 
matters and what he hopes to bring to 
the club in his role and team manager 
Laurence Rogers and one of the riders 
are likely to be in attendance too.” 

Supporters’ Club renewals and mem¬ 
berships will be available on the night 
and a raffle will take place. 

Brummies kitted 
out in new racesuits 

BIRMINGHAM will compete in team 
racesuits in 2018 for the first time since 
joining the National League. 

The decision has been made by new 
co-promoters David and Peter Mason 
with input from commercial manager 
Lee Kilby. 

The new-look racesuits are predom¬ 
inantly yellow with red and black also 
featuring throughout. 

Said David Mason: “We had a look at 
four or five different designs but in the 
end we all voted for the one with yellow 
being the most prominent colour. 

“That’s the traditional colour associ¬ 
ated with Birmingham Speedway and we 
know it will prove the most popular with 
our supporters. 

“For me, having all of your riders in 
matching racesuits not only looks smart 
and professional, but it makes you ap¬ 
pear together and as one. It identifies 
you as a part of the club and shows that 
you are one of us.” 

There’s an opportunity for supporters 
to bag one of the racesuits at the end 
of the season by taking out one of the 
club’s rider sponsorship packages, start¬ 
ing from £650. 

For details on rider sponsorship, get 
in touch with commercial manager Lee 
Kilby on 07746 774485 or e-mail leek- 
ilby@birminghambrummies. co 


Furious Brunt lets rip into team-mates 


A FURIOUS Chris Brunt laid into team-mates 
and had a heated argument with under-pressure 
Albion boss Alan Pardew after their dismal defeat 
to Huddersfield Town. Brunt, Albion’s best per¬ 
former despite coming off the bench in the second 
half, stormed into the dressing room after staying 
out on the pitch to clap the home fans. 

He then proceeded to demand better from 
some of his underperforming team-mates before 
rounding on Pardew. It is believed Brunt disa¬ 
greed with his head coach’s decision to stick with 
his favoured 4-4-2 system against Huddersfield’s 
five-man midfield. Brunt was left out of the start- 


By Matt Wilson 


ing line-up following James McClean’s man of 
the match performance against Southampton a 
week previously, but he set up Craig Dawson’s 
goal seven minutes after coming on. He has now 
set up four of Albion’s last six goals in the league. 
Supporters cheered when Brunt was brought on 
in the second half, and the 33-year-old was one of 
few in blue and white who came away from this 
dreadful game with his reputation intact. 


At times in the second half he was visibly an¬ 
noyed when in possession, throwing his hands up 
and demanding someone in front of him make a 
run. 

His exclusion wasn’t the only selection decision 
that drew criticism from the fans. 

Supporters also booed Gareth Barry off the 
pitch and sarcastically cheered when he was sub¬ 
stituted following a pedestrian performance from 
the newly-turned 37-year-old. 

When Pardew was asked about the reaction to 
his team selection, he said: “I think that’s just 
frustration and I don’t think we should make this 
an individual thing.” 


NO FINAL FOR 
WEDNESBURY 



Man of the match, Lee Allwood, scoring his try for Wednesbury in the semi-final 


OWEN CUP SEMI-FINAL 

Eccleshall RUFC 24 Wednesbury RUFC 17 

FOR the third time this season 
Wednesbury had to face Ec¬ 
cleshall, with the two previous 
games going the Staffordshire 
side’s way. 

Wednesbury travelled to this game 
with a very weak side due to illness in 
the club. 

The game was played in beautiful sunshine 
with a bitterly cold wind, which did affect the 
kickers. 

It started off with both sides throwing 
everything into it, but the breakthrough came on 
10 minutes mark Eccleshall broke down the wing 
to storm over for their first try, no conversion. 

Within a couple of minutes the visitors hit 
back winning a penalty, Matt Dale converting. 
Eccleshall then had a player red carded, which 
should have made the game easier for Wednes¬ 
bury but it had the opposite effect. 

Movement 

Half way through the half Wednesbury took 
the lead, Lee Allwood started the move in mid- 
field and with a swift passing movement he fin¬ 
ished off the passage of play diving over for the 
try under the posts, Matt Dale converted to give 
Wednesbury the lead. 

The game was being played at a fast pace and 
with just two minutes of the first half remaining 
the home side again took the lead, scoring a try 
and conversion. 

The second half carried on at the same fast 
pace, Wednesbury did not take advantage of their 
one man advantage, with too many poor decisions 
and missed tackles. 

However they battled on taking the lead once 
again with 15 minutes gone, Stan Zvidi using his 
blistering pace broke through the Eccleshall de¬ 


fence to go over for the try, but in doing so was in¬ 
jured and had to leave the field, Matt Dale added 
the conversion. 

As the game carried on, a draw looked on the 
cards but with five minutes remaining Eccleshall 
made the breakthrough with a converted try to 
take the lead. 

Wednesbury tried desperately to find a way 
through the Eccleshall defence but the home side 
were defiant. 


After the game Wednesbury coach Gary Sum¬ 
mers said: “We have no excuses, to be in front two 
times and unable to finish them off. We did not 
stick to our game plan and unable to manage the 
areas to play in. As a team we were very poor with 
a number of players not on form.” 

My man of the match was Lee Allwood. 

Next week Wednesbury return to league action 
with a home against Rugeley - kick-off 3pm. 

RON JENKINS 


West Brom 
bounce back 
to net victory 

WEST Brom Basketball Club experi¬ 
enced mixed emotions after defeat to top 
of the table Birmingham Mets was fol¬ 
lowed up with a comfortable win away 
at West Midlands Police. 

The surging Mets side maintained 
their unbeaten record when they trav¬ 
elled to the Black Country despite a val¬ 
iant effort from Liam Sheridan’s side. 

Both sides traded baskets early on 
before the Birmingham-based side took 
advantage of West Brom’s lack of size 
inside through the second quarter. But 
defensive intensity and some long-range 
shooting kept the hosts in touching dis¬ 
tance heading past half-time. 

The third period offered even more 
promise for the George Salter Academy 
side, as they took a slender lead, only to 
be pegged back early in the final quarter. 

West Brom simply didn’t have enough 
to halt a Mets side high on confidence, 
eventually losing out 82-73. But West 
Brom bounced back with a win away to 
bottom-of-the-table West Midlands Po¬ 
lice, with Ezran Little leading the way 
with 18 points. 

In a physical encounter, West Brom 
were buoyed by a balanced scoring dis¬ 
play, with four of their seven players 
bagging double digit points in the con¬ 
test to secure the win. 

Player/coach Sheridan accepted that a 
result against Mets would’ve been hard 
to expect. He added: “It was a tough loss 
against a very good side. We tried to 
adjust our defence for the game which 
helped slow down their attack.” 

Pardew has one 
game to save job 

IT’S make or break time for Albion boss 
Alan Pardew, who has just one game to 
beat the sack. The 56-year-old’s Haw¬ 
thorns future is hanging by a thread af¬ 
ter his fifth straight defeat left Albion’s 
survival hopes in tatters. 

His position is under heavy scrutiny 
from Albion’s board, who has already 
started drawing up a list of potential 
replacements - and defeat against Wat¬ 
ford on Saturday is highly likely to be 
terminal for Pardew, who only took over 
the reins in November. The Baggies 
boss was serenaded with ‘You’re getting 
sacked in the morning’ by furious fans at 
The Hawthorns on Saturday. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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GET UP TO £1000 West 


OFF FOR YOUR OLD 
OUR SCRAP DEAL 


FANTASTIC RANGE & STYLES FOR ALL BUDGETS 


Midlands 
DOUBLE 
GLAZING 

Quality Double Glazing you can trust 
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